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PROPOSED MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION (MND) 

 Pursuant to: Division 13, California Public Resources Code 
 
Description:  
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the City of Moorpark (City) propose to widen 
Los Angeles Avenue (State Route 118) from a four lane to a six lane conventional highway from Moorpark 
Avenue to approximately 130 meters (426 feet) east of Spring Road in Moorpark, California.  The total length 
of the project is 804 meters (0.5 mile).  On the north side of Los Angeles Avenue, road widening would 
extend from Moorpark Avenue to Millard Street.  On the south side of Los Angeles Avenue, road widening 
would begin at the address, 148 Los Angeles Avenue, to 130 meter (426 feet) east of Spring Road.  In 
addition, the project would require installation of traffic signal at Millard Street and traffic signal 
modifications at Moorpark Avenue and Spring Road. 
 
Determination:  
An Initial Study (IS) has been prepared by the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans).  On the 
basis of this study, it has been determined that the proposed project would not have a significant effect on the 
environment for the following reasons: 

 The proposed project would not significantly impact any scenic resources, cultural resources, or habitat 
conservation plans. 

 The proposed project would not significantly impact any sensitive plant or animal species, other wildlife, 
riparian habitat, or wetlands or agricultural land. 

 The proposed project would not result in exposure to hazardous materials or seismic hazards.  All 
necessary surveys will be preformed to see if such hazardous material exist and all standard controls will 
be implemented for removal of such material  

 The proposed project would not impact mineral or natural resources. 

 The proposed project will promote improve regional air quality. 

 The proposed project would not impact access to public services or recreational facilities. 

 The proposed project will result in increased noise levels along its route.  With the addition of soundwall, 
these effects will be reduced to acceptable levels. 

 The proposed project would not impact transportation or traffic patterns, and would not impact utilities 
and services. 

 
The proposed project would result in some environmental impacts; however, measures to minimize harm are 
included as part of the project that would reduce impacts to a level below significance. The project would 
improve the safety and operation of the existing Los Angeles Avenue (SR 118) and operation of the adjoining 
intersections. 
 
 
_________________________________ ____________________________ 
Ron Kosinski           Date 
Deputy District Director, District 7 
Division of Environmental Planning  
California Department of Transportation 
District 7- Los Angeles 
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CHAPTER 1.0 PROPOSED PROJECT 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

The project site, illustrated in Figure 1, is located in the city of Moorpark, along Los Angeles Avenue 
(SR-118).  The City is in the east-central portion of Ventura County, and west of Simi where State Route-
118 (SR-118) and State Route 23 (SR-23) converge and overlaps with unincorporated areas in Ventura 
County.  Los Angeles Avenue (SR-118), illustrated in Figure 2, is used as an arterial road, and is 
comprised of a diverse mixture of condominium developments, single-family residential developments, 
older single-family units, and multi-family residential developments that are interspersed with 
commercial shopping centers, offices and retail uses.   

1.2 EXISTING FACILITY 

Los Angeles Avenue between Moorpark Avenue and Spring Road is a four-lane (mixed flow) 
conventional state highway with 12-foot lanes, a 14-foot painted median, and the curb-to-curb width is 91 
feet.  Intersections are at grade and that provides regional east-west access to the City of Moorpark.  As 
an arterial extension of the SR-118 freeway facility to the east, Los Angeles Avenue carries a higher than 
average level of truck traffic than typical arterial roadways within a community.  The north side of Los 
Angeles Avenue, from Moorpark Avenue heading east, is bordered by homes, residential rear yards, a 
soundwall, and parkway landscaping.  Southern California Edison utility poles are in place along the 
north side of Los Angeles Avenue within the project boundary.  Curb, gutter, and sidewalk bound both 
sides of the street except along the southern portions of the project boundary.  Between Millard Street and 
Spring Road, the south side of Los Angeles Avenue is largely unimproved and bound by yards and 
driveways of existing homes.   

Based on the current estimated project cost of $990,000, eighty-eight and fifty-three hundredths percent (a 
maximum of 88.53%) will be funded through the Surface Transportation Program (STP) (Federal Grant) 
and eleven and forty-seven hundredths percent (11.47%) will be funded by the City of Moorpark.  Per the 
City of Moorpark, the project is a constrained project within the 2006 Regional Transportation 
Improvement Program (RTIP) and funds are designated for the project.  The 2006 RTIP prepared by the 
Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) lists all transportation capital improvement 
projects proposed for the region over a 6-year period.   

1.3 PROPOSED PROJECT 

The proposed project is to widen Los Angeles Avenue from Moorpark Avenue (426.5 feet) east of Spring 
Road.  This section of Los Angeles Avenue would be widened from a four-lane (12 feet each) to a six-
lane (12 feet each) conventional Highway with a (14 feet) median, along a 0.5 mile project limit.   A new 
traffic signal will be installed at the intersection of Millard Street/Los Angeles Avenue.  Safety features of 
the project include improved pavement sections, emergency lanes, painted median, sidewalks, curb 
ramps, and pedestrian crossings. A storm drain system would also be incorporated into the project design 
and constructed to compliment the project.  In addition, the project would require relocating or replacing 
streetlights, manholes and landscaping, the installation of a traffic signal at the intersection of Millard 
Street/Los Angeles Avenue, and traffic signal relocations at the intersections of Los Angeles 
Avenue/Moorpark Avenue and Los Angeles Avenue/Spring Road.  

Caltrans and the City of Moorpark have prepared this Supplemental Initial Study/Environmental 
Assessment (IS/EA) which examines the potential environmental impacts of the alternatives being 
considered for the proposed project.  A Draft IS/EA was previously prepared for this project and  
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Figure 1 Regional Map 
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Figure 2 Project Location Map 
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approved on April 15, 2008.  Caltrans and the City of Moorpark held a public hearing on May 28, 2008 at 
Moorpark City Hall to present the document, at which time a 45-day public review was initiated.  
Following this public review period, changes were made to the document pertaining to the funding of 
noise abatement measures.  This Supplemental IS/EA has been prepared to reflect those changes. 

1.4 PURPOSE 

The purpose of this project is to relieve existing and forecasted traffic congestion on the Los Angeles 
Avenue (SR-118) and Spring Road in the City of Moorpark.  This project would provide congestion relief 
by improving traffic operations while enhancing safety by eliminating geometric deficiencies at this 
intersection.  The completion of Los Angeles Avenue Road Widening project will also meet the City’s 
goal of accommodating future improvements along Los Angeles Ave.  The purpose of this project is: 

• To improve safety, by eliminating existing weaving problems. 

• To provide congestion relief in order to improve traffic flow on the regional 
transportation system. 

• To improve movement of people, freight, goods and enhance the overall operation of the 
City of Moorpark along Los Angeles Avenue (SR-118). 

• To help achieve the goals of the City of Moorpark 2030 Regional Transportation Plan. 

1.5 NEED 

1.5.1 Traffic Capacity  

The configuration of the existing intersection of Los Angeles Avenue (SR-118)/Spring Road has 
insufficient capacity for existing and forecasted traffic.  There will be various widening locations along 
Los Angeles Avenue (SR-118) between Moorpark Ave and Spring Road.  Currently, along SR-118 
between Moorpark Avenue and Spring Road is a four-lane highway that provides regional east-west 
access to the City of Moorpark.  As an arterial extension of the freeway facility to the east, Los Angeles 
Avenue carries a higher than average level of truck traffic than typical arterial roadways within a 
community.  Traffic analysis for the existing Los Angeles Avenue/Spring Road interchange was 
performed in September 2007.  The existing traffic data was analyzed and the year 2012 was generated.  
Review of existing and 2012 future traffic demand forecasts developed the Year 2030 future traffic 
forecast data.  Tables 1-3 show the existing and two future traffic volumes under the no build project 
alternative 

Table 1 
Existing Average Daily Traffic Volumes  

Location 
AM Peak 
(veh/hr) 

PM Peak 
(veh/hr) 

West  
Moorpark Ave 
Spring St.  

 
800 
870 

 
1,000 
1,060 

East 
Moorpark Ave 
Spring St.  

 
840 
1,010 

 
1,030 
1,040 

Notes: veh/hr – vehicles per hour 
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Table 2 
Year 2012 Average Daily Traffic Volumes  

Location 
AM Peak 
(veh/hr) 

PM Peak 
(veh/hr) 

West 
Moorpark Ave 
Spring St.  

 
950 
1,030 

 
1,080 
1,210 

East 
Moorpark Ave 
Spring St.  

 
960 
1,060 

 
1,260 
1,230 

Notes: veh/hr – vehicles per hour 
 
 

Table 3 
Year 2030 Average Daily Traffic Volumes 

Location 
AM Peak 
(veh/hr) 

PM Peak 
(veh/hr) 

West 
Moorpark Ave 
Spring St. 

 
1,670 
2,270 

 
1,900 
2,070 

East 
Moorpark Ave 
Spring St. 

 
1,620 
1,830 

 
2,230 
2,400 

Notes: veh/hr – vehicles per hour 
 

Table 4 summarizes the existing results of the Level of Service (LOS) analysis under no build conditions.  
Under the existing conditions, the intersection of Moorpark and Los Angeles Avenue operates at LOS 
“D” during the AM and PM peak hours.  The intersection of Spring Road and Los Angeles Avenue 
operates at LOS “C” during the AM Peak hours and LOS “D” during the PM peak hours, under the no 
build alternative.    

Table 5 summarizes the Year 2012 level of service analysis under the no build alternative, compared to 
the existing conditions (from Table 4).  The intersection of Moorpark and Los Angeles Avenue will 
operate at LOS “C” during the AM Peak hours and level of “D” for the PM peak hours.  The intersection 
of Spring Road and Los Angeles Avenue will operate at LOS “E” during the AM and PM peak hours 
under the no build alternative.    

Table 6 summarizes the Year 2030 level of service analysis projections under the no build alternative, 
compared to the existing conditions (from Table 4).  The intersection of Moorpark and Los Angeles 
Avenue will operate at LOS “D” during the AM Peak hours and level of “E” for the PM peak hours.  The 
intersection of Spring Road and Los Angeles Avenue will operate at LOS “F” during the AM and PM 
peak hours under the no build alternative.  Table 7 shows the levels of service for intersections with 
traffic signals. 
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Table 4 
Existing Level of Service 

Intersection AM Peak     LOS  PM Peak     LOS  
Moorpark & Los Angeles 38.7 sec.            D 40.2 sec.            D 

Spring & Los Angeles 34.0 sec.            C 46.4 sec.            D 

 

Table 5 
Year 2012 Level of Service (No Build)  

Intersection AM Peak     LOS PM Peak     LOS 
Moorpark & Los Angeles 33.4 sec.            C 44.3 sec.           D 

Spring & Los Angeles 57.2 sec.            E 68.6 sec.           E 

 

Table 6 
Year 2030 Level of Service (No Build)  

Intersection AM Peak     LOS PM Peak     LOS 
Moorpark & Los Angeles 48.0 sec.             D 64.3 sec.            E 

Spring & Los Angeles 115.6 sec.           F 173.5 sec.          F 

 

Table 7  
Levels of Service for Intersections with Traffic Signals 
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1.5.2 Geometric Deficiencies 

There is a need to accommodate safety enhancements at the SR-118/Spring Road interchange: 

• SR-118 approaching on either side of the highway has 6 lanes that merge to 4 lanes.  This 
creates vehicle weaving and a choking point for congestion.  

• SR-118 within the project limits has insufficient capacity to accommodate high traffic 
volumes, resulting in congestion and delays that substantially affect local access and 
emergency access. 

• On SR-118 the LOS at the intersections between Los Angeles Avenue/Moorpark Avenue 
and Los Angeles Avenue/Spring Road are forecasted to operate deficiently under the no 
build alternative. 

• SR-118 has unsafe pedestrian access; the proposed project will improve sidewalks, curb 
ramps and pedestrian crossings.  

1.5.3 Analysis of Accident Data 

The Traffic Accident data for Los Angles Avenue between Moorpark Avenue and Spring Road was 
obtained for 2002 through 2006.  During this four-year period, a total of 95 accidents occurred along this 
stretch of road.  The majority of accidents were rear-end accidents (80 percent), and 52 percent of 
accidents occurred within 50 feet of an intersection.  Injury accidents comprised 28 percent of the total 
with no fatalities during the study period.  The accident rate for this stretch of Los Angeles Avenue for the 
past four years is 1.47 accidents per million vehicle miles.  This is lower than the typical accident rate for 
divided arterials with 1.7 accidents per million vehicle miles.  The proposed project will reduce 
congestion along this stretch of roadway which will tend to reduce certain types of accidents, such as rear-
end accidents.     

1.6 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The proposed project is to widen Los Angeles Avenue from Moorpark Avenue to  426.5 feet east of 
Spring Road.  This section of Los Angeles Avenue would be widened from a four-lane to a six-lane (12 
feet each) conventional highway with a painted median (14 feet), along a 0.5 mile project limit.  A new 
traffic signal will be installed at the intersection of Millard Street/Los Angeles Avenue.  Safety features of 
the project include improved pavement sections, emergency lanes, painted median, sidewalks, curb 
ramps, and pedestrian crossings. A storm drain system would also be incorporated into the project design 
and constructed to compliment the project.  In addition, the project would require relocating or replacing 
streetlights, manholes and landscaping; installation of a traffic signal at the intersection at Millard 
Street/Los Angeles Avenue, and the relocation of traffic signals at the intersections of Los Angeles 
Avenue/Moorpark Avenue and Los Angeles Avenue/Spring Road.  

The terrain along Los Angeles Avenue is generally flat, and the horizontal alignment is on a tangent, with 
the street being crowned at the centerline.  The intersections at Moorpark Avenue and Spring Road are 
signalized and at grade.  The north side of Los Angeles Avenue from Moorpark Avenue heading east is 
bordered by homes, residential rear yards, a soundwall, and parkway landscaping.  Southern California 
Edison utility poles are in place along the north side of Los Angeles Avenue within the project boundary.  
Curb, gutter, and sidewalk bound both sides of the street except along the southern portions of the project  
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boundary.  Between Millard Street and Spring Road, the south side of Los Angeles Avenue is largely 
unimproved and bounded by yards and driveways of existing homes. 

A major component of the project would involve additional ROW acquisition.  Due to the high property 
values along the project’s limit, street improvements will mostly occur on the south side of Los Angeles 
Avenue where the cost is less and the relocation of public utilities is minimal (Figures 6 and 7).   

• On the north side of Los Angeles Avenue east of Spring Road, the project is constrained 
by the existing commercial development.   

• On the north side of Los Angeles Avenue between Spring Road and Millard Street, the 
project is constrained by existing improvements including residential rear yards, a block 
wall, parkway landscaping, and utility poles.  Within this segment, the required street 
widening (and ROW acquisition) would occur on the south side of the street.   

• Between Millard Street and Flory Avenue, widening and ROW acquisition is proposed 
on the south side of the street only.   

• Between Flory Avenue and Moorpark Avenue, widening and ROW acquisition would 
only occur on the north side of Los Angeles Avenue.   

Chapter 2 of this document identifies each parcel by Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) and includes the 
total parcel and required areas.   

Pursuant to the approval of this Environmental Document, the City would also be required to obtain a 
Caltrans encroachment permit. The project’s ROW acquisition does not require approval of a General 
Plan Amendment or a Zone Change because the City’s General Plan Circulation Element identifies Los 
Angeles Avenue as a six-lane arterial with a typical ROW width including six 12-foot travel lanes, a 14-
foot painted median, and two 8-foot emergency lanes.  

1.7 ALTERNATIVES 

Alternatives for the proposed project are the Proposed Build Alternative and No-Build Alternative.  These 
alternatives are described below. 

1.7.1 Alternative 1 Ultimate Build Out (Proposed Build Alternative) 

The proposed project would be to widen Los Angeles Avenue between Moorpark Avenue and Spring 
Road from a four-lane to a six-lane conventional highway.  The estimated construction project cost is 
$990,000.  The proposed improvements would widen Los Angeles Avenue to its ultimate half-street 
design width of 59 feet.  Additional widening would occur on the north side of Los Angeles Avenue 
between Moorpark Avenue and Flory Avenue, to include an additional 6 feet for a dedicated right-turn 
lane for westbound traffic at the Los Angeles Avenue/Moorpark Avenue intersection.  The existing 
centerline of Los Angeles Avenue would shift 11 feet to the south.  This shift would begin approximately 
177.2 feet east of Flory Avenue and would rejoin the existing street centerline approximately 439.6 feet 
east of Spring Road.  This centerline shift would allow the north and south sides of Los Angeles Avenue 
within the project limits to be at their ultimate half-street design widths without having to reconstruct a 
large portion of the north side of Los Angeles Avenue (see Figures 3 through 5).   
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FIGURE 6
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FIGURE 7
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Much of existing pavement would not be impacted during project construction.  The proposed top of curb 
profile would be established by extending the existing slope to the ultimate street width.  Ultimate street 
widths would be established by saw-cutting existing pavement and constructing curb and gutter at the 
ultimate widths.  Sidewalk would be constructed adjacent to the curb; curb ramps and pedestrian 
crossings would be constructed at each street intersection within the project limits.  

Existing features such as street lights, traffic signal poles, drainage structures, manholes, valves, and 
meters would be relocated, replaced, or modified as needed.  A new traffic signal would be installed at 
Los Angeles Avenue/Millard Street, and existing traffic signals would be improved to alleviate 
deficiencies at two intersections: Los Angeles Avenue/Moorpark Avenue and Los Angeles 
Avenue/Spring Road.   

1.7.2 Alternative 2 No-Build Alternative 

The existing Los Angeles Avenue (SR 118) alignment is the main thoroughfare through Moorpark and 
carries a significant volume of truck traffic.  The No-Build Alternative would result in the continued 
operation of Los Angeles Avenue in its current configuration.  It would avoid the potential environmental 
impacts and ROW impacts associated with the Proposed Build Alternative.  Except for normal 
maintenance, there would be no substantial improvements made to this segment of Los Angeles Avenue.  
The primary deficiency of the existing section of Los Angeles Avenue, specifically within the project 
limits, is insufficient capacity due to high traffic volumes, resulting in congestion and delays that 
substantially affect local access. The No-Build Alternative would not meet the proposed project’s 
objectives. 

1.8 PERMITS AND APPROVALS NEEDED 

The following permits, reviews, and approvals would be required for project construction:  

Agency Permits Status 
Caltrans Encroachment Permit To be acquired 
 
State Water Quality Control 
Board and Los Angeles Regional 
Water Quality Control Board 

National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) 
Permits: 
NPDES General Permit for Storm 
Water Discharges from Construction 
Activities Order 99-08-
DWQ/CAS00002 (General 
Construction Permit) 
NPDES General Permit for Storm 
Water Discharges from Caltrans 
Order No. 99-06-DWQ/CAS000003 
(Caltrans Permit) 

To be acquired 
 

 
The City is a co-permittee for 
the NPDES Municipal Storm 
Water Permit (NPDES No. 
CAS004002) 

To be acquired 

 

Caltrans Transportation Management Plan To be developed 
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Agency Permits Status 
City of Moorpark Acquisition of additional ROW will 

comply with standards set by the 
Caltrans Relocation Assistance 
Program and Federal Uniform 
Relocation Assistance and Property 
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 
Tree Survey and Report 

Acquisition of right-of-way 
is estimated to take 1 year. 
 
 
 
 
Completed 

City of Moorpark Approval per the Storm Water 
Management Program (SWMP) and 
associated Storm Water Quality 
Urban Impact Mitigation Plan 
(SQUIMP) 

To be completed 
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CHAPTER 2.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSEQUENCES, AND AVOIDANCE, MINIMIZATION 
&/OR MITIGATION MEASURES  

This section describes the potential impacts that would occur from the Proposed Build Alternative relative 
to the following resource areas: land use, growth, community impacts, utilities/emergency services, traffic 
and transportation/pedestrian, visual/aesthetics, cultural resources, hydrology and floodplain, water 
quality and storm water runoff, geology/soils/seismic/topography, hazardous waste/materials, air quality, 
noise, and biological resources.  Potential impacts from implementing the Proposed Build Alternative are 
addressed. There would be no potential environmental impacts resulting from the No-Build Alternative.  

Several Technical Studies were prepared as part of this Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND): 

• Air Quality Technical Study.  Tetra Tech, Inc. (Tetra Tech), February 2008 

• Archaeological Study Report. Archaeological Advisory Group and the Planning 
Corporation, May 2006 

• Biological Assessment.  Planning Corporation, January 2004 

• Community Impact Assessment. LSA Associates, Inc. (LSA), September 2007 

• Historic Property Survey Report. Chattell Architecture, Planning & Preservation, Inc., 
February 2006 

• Initial Site Assessment Update. Tetra Tech, October 2006 

• Noise Technical Study. Acentech Inc. (Acentech), September 2008 

• Storm Water Data Report.  Boyle Engineering, October 2007 

• Traffic Analysis. Austin-Foust Associates, Inc. (Austin-Foust), September 2007 

• Tree Report. The Oak Collaborative, October 2006 

• Visual Resources Impact Assessment.  Planning Corporation, November 2003 

Completion of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Environmental Checklist (Appendix A) 
indicated there would be no project impacts on farmlands/ timberlands, mineral resources, or 
paleontological resources.  Consequently, there is no further discussion regarding these issues in this 
document.   

• Farmlands/Timberlands: This section of Los Angeles Avenue is in a highly urbanized 
area, and no farmlands/timberlands are present.  

• Mineral Resources: This section of Los Angeles Avenue is in a highly urbanized area, 
and no known valuable mineral resources are present.  
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• Paleontological Resources: An Archaeological Study Report prepared for this project 
identified no paleontological resources within the project site during the site survey 
(Archaeological Advisory Group 2006).  The project would require excavating severely 
compacted soils to establish a road base for the additional travel lanes.  The shallow 
nature of the proposed excavation significantly reduces the probability of encountering 
paleontological resources. 

2.1 HUMAN ENVIRONMENT 

2.1.1 Land Use  

The following items are discussed under land use: existing and future land use, consistency with state, 
regional, and local plans; and parks and recreation.  Much of the information for this section has been 
summarized from the Community Impact Assessment (LSA 2007) prepared for this project. 

2.1.1.1 Existing and Future Land Use 

Affected Environment 

Site surveys within the project area indicate existing land use patterns comprise a diverse mixture of 
apartments, new condominium developments, new single-family residential developments, older single-
family units, and vacant multifamily residential development interspersed with commercial shopping 
centers, offices, and retail uses. The diversity of land uses is indicative of recent development pressure, as 
evidenced by new commercial and residential properties mixed in with older land uses along a peripheral 
arterial road. 

Business activity between Spring Road and Millard Street consists of an office and retail center, the 
Gateway Plaza commercial center located on the southwest corner, and a hair and nail salon in an 
adjacent building to the west. Businesses in the Gateway Plaza commercial center are varied and consist 
of realty, veterinary, and math tutor offices; a restaurant; a cafe; and a mortgage company. Additional 
business establishments that are part of the complex are located on the southeast side of the building 
facing Spring Road. The Gateway Plaza commercial center is well maintained and appears to serve a 
broad demographic. Vehicular access is provided from both Los Angeles Avenue and Spring Road. 
Pedestrian access also exists along Los Angeles Avenue.  Businesses between Flory Avenue and 
Moorpark Avenue consist of a restaurant and a tarot card reading service; both are located within a single 
building.  

Future land use outside the project limits but within close proximity 804 meters (0.5 mile) of the project 
area includes a mix of shopping centers, residences, and office buildings (Table 8; City of Moorpark 
2006a). 

Table 8 
Future Residential and Commercial Projects Within the Project Area 

Applicant Developer Project Description Location 
Nearon Enterprises, LLC Shopping Center Southwest corner of Los Angeles 

Avenue and Miller Parkway 
Grand Moorpark Medical Office Building 601-699 W. Los Angeles Avenue
The Renaissance Center Office Building 145 Park Lane 
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Table 8 (Continued) 
Future Residential and Commercial Projects Within the Project Area 

 

Applicant Developer Project Description Location 
Kylexa Enterprises, LLC Shopping Center South side of Los Angeles 

Avenue, east of Park Lane 
Tuscany Square Partners, LLC 
C/O Greeneway Development, 
Inc. 

Shopping Center South side of Los Angeles 
Avenue, west of Moorpark 
Avenue 

Shea Homes 77 Detached and Duplex 
Condominiums 

South of Los Angeles Avenue 
at Millard Street 

Shea Homes 102 Detached and Duplex 
Condominiums 

South of Los Angeles Avenue 
between Spring Road and 
Fremont Street 

 
Impacts 

The proposed project would not physically divide any established community.  The existing Los Angeles 
Avenue alignment is a natural separation between the northern and southern portions of the City.    

The proposed project may impact the property values of the businesses located in the project area. The 
potential change in commercial property values would result from changes in several factors including 
access, circulation, and visibility that would occur after project implementation. The proposed project is 
anticipated to improve access and traffic circulation within the project area. As such, property values in 
the project area may experience a modest increase.  Property values for the remainder of the project area 
(not directly impacted by full or partial acquisitions) are not anticipated to change with implementation of 
the proposed improvements. 

Construction activity would have some impact on vehicular and pedestrian access to businesses along Los 
Angeles Avenue, specifically the restaurant on the northeast corner of Los Angeles Avenue and Moorpark 
Avenue, the Gateway Plaza commercial center on the southwest corner of Los Angeles Avenue and 
Spring Road, and the gas station/commercial center on the southeast corner of Los Angeles Avenue and 
Spring Road. The construction would result in temporary disruptions to parking and access. Temporary 
impacts on parking area access would occur due to the reconstruction of a driveway apron at Gateway 
Plaza; however, all parking would remain available on-site during the construction period.  

Construction activity would temporarily impair pedestrian access to businesses along Los Angeles 
Avenue. Such impacts are the result of sidewalk closures on the south side of Los Angeles Avenue 
between Spring Road and Millard Street, on both sides of the street between Spring Road and Millard 
Street, and on the north side of the street between Flory Avenue and Moorpark Avenue.  

Before starting construction activities, the City shall obtain Caltrans’s approval of the conceptual design 
and obtain subsequent Caltrans encroachment permit for the project.  The project design consultant shall 
prepare legal descriptions of all parcels, or portions, thereof, proposed for acquisition.  The City shall 
retain the services of a consultant to assist in the acquisition of ROW request for project completion. 

The partial and full property acquisitions directly adjacent to this roadway are not considered significant 
as long as measures to minimize harm described in 2.1.3.2 are adhered to by the City.  The majority of 
these parcels do not contain any structures: 
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• North side of Los Angeles Avenue.   Between Flory Avenue and Moorpark Avenue, 
partial acquisitions would impact the sidewalk and landscaping belonging to the 
residence at 41 Flory Avenue.  

• South side of Los Angeles Avenue.  Between Millard Street and Flory Avenue, full 
property acquisition would remove one residence at 148 East Los Angeles Avenue (APN 
506-020-060), and partial property acquisitions would impact the sidewalk and 
landscaping features. The property at 148 East Los Angeles Avenue is not currently 
compliant with the City’s setback requirements. Between Millard Street and Fremont 
Street, a potential full property acquisition would remove one residence at 240 East Los 
Angeles Avenue (APN 506-0-020-120). East and West of Spring Road, partial property 
acquisition could impact existing streetscape landscaping. 

• West side of Spring Road at Los Angeles Avenue. Partial property acquisition would 
require the removal of existing streetscape landscaping and an existing water fountain 
within the Gateway Plaza commercial center.  

Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures 

The City will ensure that access to all commercial properties is maintained during construction and after 
project implementation.  The City will replace all sidewalks and streetscape infrastructure as part of the 
construction of the Proposed Build Alternative. 

2.1.1.2 Consistency with State, Regional, and Local Plans 

Affected Environment 

City of Moorpark General Plan.  The City’s General Plan was reviewed in order to understand the 
development trends, land use–related goals, and specific policies of the local jurisdictions that could be 
affected by the proposed project. Please refer to the Community Impact Assessment (LSA 2007) for more 
detailed discussion. Relevant land use-related goals and policies stipulated in the General Plan are 
summarized below: 

• Land Use Goal 1: Attain a balanced City growth pattern which includes a full mix of 
land uses.  The Land Use Element anticipates significant growth in the City. 

• Circulation Goal 1: Provide a transportation system that supports the land use plan in 
the General Plan and provides for the safe and efficient movement of people, goods, and 
services within, into, out of, and through the City of Moorpark. 

No applicable habitat conservation plans or natural communities plan governs the project area.   

Regional Transportation Plan.  The 2004 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), which was found to 
conform by SCAG on April 1, 2004, describes the project as “New Los Angeles Ave Spring St to Rt 23 
(Moorpark Ave) widen from 4 to 6 lanes.”  The project is fully funded and is listed in the 2004 RTP 
(Technical Appendix I–Project Lists, page I-88).  The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and 
Federal Transit Agency (FTA) issued a federal conformity determination for the 2004 RTP on June 7, 
2004.  The design and scope of the proposed project are consistent with the 2004 RTP. 
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Regional Transportation Improvement Plan.  The project is also included in the SCAG financially 
constrained 2006 RTIP (Project Listings–Volume 3 of 3 State Highway Listing, page 26).  The SCAG 
2006 RTIP was found to conform by FHWA and FTA on October 2, 2006.  The design concept and scope 
of the proposed project are consistent with the project description in the 2006 RTIP and the assumptions 
in the SCAG regional emissions analysis. 

Impacts 

The proposed road widening would be consistent with the goals and policies of the City’s General Plan 
Circulation Element (Austin-Foust 1992), which emphasizes the need for a circulation system capable of 
accommodating the existing developments along with the amount of growth expected to occur. These 
improvements are deemed necessary in order to facilitate traffic flow and emergency access within the 
City’s circulation system.  All of the area identified for ROW acquisition under the Proposed Build 
Alternative is within the ultimate ROW exhibits included in the City’s Circulation Element (Austin-Foust 
1992).  

Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures 

No avoidance, minimization and/or mitigation measures are required for consistency with state, regional, 
and local plans. 

2.1.1.3 Parks and Recreation 

Affected Environment 

There are five parks located within a 1.61 kilometer (km) (1 mile) radius of the project site. They are 
Poindexter Park, Magnolia Park, Villa Campesina, Arroyo Vista Community Park, and Peach Hill Park. 
Poindexter Park is the closest park to the project area, located approximately 1,000 meters (3,280 feet) 
north of Los Angeles Avenue and 304.8 meters (1,000 feet) west of Moorpark Avenue. Arroyo Vista 
Community Park is the largest of the five, which indicates it may serve a greater area. 

Impacts 

The proposed project would not increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be 
accelerated.  The proposed project would not include recreational facilities or require the construction or 
expansion of recreational facilities that might have an adverse physical effect on the environment. 

Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures 

No avoidance, minimization and/or mitigation measures are required for parks and recreation. 

2.1.2 Growth 

2.1.2.1 Regulatory Setting 

The CEQA requires analysis of a project’s potential to induce growth.  CEQA guidelines, Section 
15126.2(d), require that environmental documents “…discuss the ways in which the proposed project 
could foster economic or population growth, or the construction of additional housing, either directly or 
indirectly, in the surrounding environment…” 
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Growth inducement is defined as the relationship between the proposed project and growth within the 
project area. New employees from commercial and industrial development and new population from 
residential development represent direct forms of growth. These direct forms of growth have the 
secondary effect of expanding the size of the local markets and inducing additional economic activity in 
the area. A project could indirectly induce growth by reducing or removing barriers to growth, thereby 
acting as a catalyst for future unrelated growth in the area.  

2.1.2.2 Affected Environment 

As discussed under Land Use (2.1.1) the project area is undergoing planned development with 
construction of shopping centers, office buildings, and residences.  This growth and development has 
been planned for in the City’s General Plan.  As a result of possible increased growth and increased 
traffic, traffic mobility and congestion along Los Angeles Avenue between Moorpark Avenue and Spring 
Road has resulted in substantial traffic delays and congestion. 

2.1.2.3 Impacts 

The widening of Los Angeles Avenue from four lanes to six lanes may indirectly create growth 
opportunities along Los Angeles Avenue in the City and in immediately surrounding areas. Improved 
circulation along this corridor may reduce the cost of development by reducing the cost of necessary 
frontage improvements typically required by developers during the processing of a commercial or 
residential application.  

The proposed road improvements would have beneficial impacts on existing traffic deficiencies and 
would facilitate movement of increased traffic resulting from planned growth in the project area.  The 
proposed project would provide local and regional traffic congestion relief by facilitating the flow of 
existing automobile and truck traffic, and accommodating planned growth.  It would facilitate the flow of 
goods and services throughout the project area.  Additionally, the project would enhance safety by 
improving pedestrian access, bicycle facilities within the project limits, and emergency vehicle access 
through improved operations and reduced vehicle delays.   

The project would not open up undeveloped areas to new development.  Although the project might not 
foster population growth, it could result in incremental economic growth in the area, as it would 
contribute to the overall economic success of the adjacent commercial areas.  The inducement of 
incremental economic growth in the area, as a result of the proposed road improvements, could therefore 
be a beneficial impact.  No new water or sewer infrastructure would be needed as part of the proposed 
project.  Project implementation would not be an obstacle to growth. 

2.1.2.4 Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures 

No avoidance, minimization and/or mitigation measures are required for growth-inducing impacts.   

2.1.3 Community Impacts 

The community impacts section includes a discussion of community character and cohesion, relocations, 
and environmental justice. 
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2.1.3.1 Community Character and Cohesion 

Regulatory Setting 

Under the CEQA, an economic or social change by itself is not to be considered a significant effect on the 
environment.  However, if a social or economic change is related to a physical change, then social or 
economic change may be considered in determining whether the physical change is significant.  Since this 
project would result in physical change to the environment, it is appropriate to consider changes to 
community character and cohesion in assessing the significance of the project’s effects. 

The information provided in this section is summarized from the Community Impact Assessment (LSA 
2007). The study area for the Community Impact Assessment is defined by a single census tract, Census 
Tract 76.02.  

Affected Environment 

Population.  According to SCAG projections, the population within the SCAG region is expected to grow 
to 22.89 million by 2030, an increase of 6.26 million from 2000. By 2030, Ventura County is projected to 
add 237,000 people (an increase of 31 percent from the 2000 population of 753,197), less than 4 percent 
of the region’s total increase. 

The City was the fastest-growing city in Ventura County, with a 23 percent increase in population from 
1990 to 2000 (U.S. Census Bureau 1990, 2000).  The rate of growth is expected to stabilize, as SCAG 
projections estimate the City population to be 44,768 in 2030, a 42 percent increase from 2000 (31,274). 
The 2000 population of the census tract that comprises the study area was 8,329. 

Age and Special Needs Population.  Table 9 shows the population distribution by age within the County, 
City, and study area (single census tract, Census Tract 76.02).  

Table 9 
Age Distribution 

Percentage 

 Population < 18 
Population 

18–64 Population > 65 

Transportation-
Dependent 
Population 

Ventura County 28 62 10 38 
City of Moorpark 34 62 5 39 
Study Area  35 61 4 39 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000. 
 

The SCAG projections indicate the percentage of senior citizens in the Southern California region will 
continue to rise over the next two decades. Approximately one in six people is expected to be a senior 
citizen (defined as a person age 65 and older) in 2025. Persons under age 18 and over age 65 comprise a 
large portion of the transportation-dependent population, and for the purpose of this analysis, that 
category is considered to consist exclusively of these two groups.  According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
persons over the age of 65 represented 5 percent of the population within the City, while persons under 
age 18 and over age 65 would place increased demands on existing public transportation using roadways 
in the project area.  
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Ethnicity.  The Hispanic population has increased to the extent that the white non-Hispanic population no 
longer makes up a single majority (Table 10). SCAG reports that this trend will continue for the Southern 
California region, where Hispanics are projected to become the dominant population by 2030. Ventura 
County is the only county in the region where white non-Hispanics would comprise the largest minority 
group; they are projected to represent 46 percent of the population in 2030.  

Table 10  
Ethnic Composition 

Percentage 

Year 
White Non-

Hispanic Black 

American 
Indian, 

Eskimo, or 
Aleut 

Asian or 
Pacific 

Islander Hawaiian 
Other 
Race 

Two or 
More 
Races Hispanic 

California 
1990 57 7 0.7 9 N/A 0.2 N/A 25 
2000 47 6 0.5 11 0 0.2 3 32 
Ventura County 
1990 66 2 0.5 5 N/A 0.1 N/A 26 
2000 57 2 0.4 5 0.2 0.1 2.3 34 
City of Moorpark 
1990 70 1 0.3 6 N/A 0.2 N/A 22 
2000 62 2 0.2 4 0.2 0.3 3 28 
Study Area 
1990 56 1 0.7 3 N/A 0.2 N/A 40 
2000 36 1 0 2 0.5 0.3 4 57 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000. 
 
White non-Hispanics represent a higher percentage of population in the City (62 percent) than in the 
County (57 percent) and state (47 percent). U.S. Census data show the City’s white non-Hispanic 
population decreased from 70 percent of the total population in 1990 to 62 percent in 2000, while the 
Hispanic population increased from 22 percent to 28 percent during the same period. The Hispanic 
population is much higher in the study area (57 percent) than in the City (28 percent), while the white 
non-Hispanic population is much lower (36 percent in the study area and 62 percent in the City).  U.S. 
Census data show the Hispanic population has increased significantly in the study area, from 40 percent 
of the population in 1990 to 57 percent in 2000. 

Other Demographics.  Table 11 shows other demographic characteristics of the study area, City, and 
County as reported in the 2000 U.S. Census.  Population growth in the City (23 percent) was faster than 
in both the County (13 percent) and state (14 percent).  
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Table 11 
Study Area, Local, Regional, and State Demographic Summaries 

Demographic 
Study 
Area 

City of 
Moorpark

Ventura 
County California 

Population change (1990–2000) 25% 23% 13% 14% 
Median household income $55,580 $76,642 $59,666 $47,493 
Persons below poverty 13% 7% 9% 14% 
High school graduates (over age 25 years) 64% 85% 80% 77% 
College graduates (over age 25 years) 14% 34% 27% 27% 
Home ownership rate 57% 83% 68% 57% 
Average household size 4.06 3.48 3.04 2.87 
Same residence in 1995–2000 48% 54% 50% 47% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000. 
 
Housing.  As of 2000, home ownership rates were higher in the City (83 percent) than the County (68 
percent) and state (57 percent) levels, while the home ownership rate was lower in the study area (57 
percent) than the City (Table 12).   

Table 12 
Housing Summaries 

 Study Area City of Moorpark Ventura County California 
Owner Occupied 57% 83% 68% 57% 
Vacancy Rate (all units) 1.5% 1.2% 3.4% 5.8% 
Rental Vacancy Rate 0.8% 0.3% 0.9% 1.6% 
Median Value for Owner 
Occupied Housing $204,600 $273,300 $238,800 $198,900 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000. 
 
In 2000, single-family detached units comprised 73 percent of the housing stock, while multifamily units 
comprised 14 percent (Table 13).  Between 1990 and 2000, the largest increase was in multifamily 
housing (2 to 4 units) with a 127 percent increase; the number of  single-family detached units increased 
by 15 percent. 

Table 13 
Housing Composition in the City of Moorpark 

1990 2000 

Housing Types 
Number 
of Units 

Percent 
of Total 

Number 
of Units 

Percent 
of Total 

Percent 
Change in 

Units 
Single Family Detached 5,854 74 6,708 73 15 
Single Family Attached 865 11 865 9 0 
Multifamily (2–4 units) 182 2 414 5 127 
Multifamily 5+ units 717 9 843 9 18 
Mobile Homes 297 4 305 3 3 
Total Housing Units 7,915 100 9,135 100 15 
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 1990 and Census 2000. 
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The median home value was higher in the City than in the County and the State, while the value was 
lower in the study area than in the County overall. According to the California Department of Finance, the 
median home value in the County has increased by 171 percent between 1980 and 2000, while the median 
home value in the study area increased by 154 percent. The California Association of Realtors reports that 
as of July 2005, the median price for a home in the Ventura region PP

1
  was $694,690, while the statewide 

median was $540,900.  

As stated in the City’s Housing Element, prepared by CBA Inc. 2001, the City has set an inclusionary 
goal of 10 to 15 percent affordable units for all new units constructed and collects in-lieu fees from 
developers to distribute into a Housing Trust Fund. The City also provides density bonuses to 
developments that include a mix of affordable housing in their projects. 

Impacts 

The proposed project would have a beneficial impact on community character and cohesion.  The project 
would not physically divide a community or negatively impact any ethnic group within the project area.  
The proposed road improvements would result in beneficial impacts on the community by improving 
existing traffic deficiencies and would facilitate movement of increased traffic resulting from planned 
growth in the project area.  The proposed project would benefit the community by facilitating the flow of 
goods and services throughout the project area.  Additionally, it would enhance safety by improving 
pedestrian access, bicycle facilities within the project limits, and emergency vehicle access through 
improved operations and reduced vehicle delays. 

Avoidance, Minimization and Mitigation Measures 

No avoidance, minimization and mitigation measures are required for community character and cohesion. 

2.1.3.2 Relocations 

Regulatory Setting 

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) Relocation Assistance Program (R.A.P.) is based 
on the Federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (as 
amended) and Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 24.  The purpose of the R.A.P. is to 
ensure that persons displaced as a result of a transportation project are treated fairly, consistently, and 
equitably so that such persons would not suffer disproportionate injuries as a result of projects designed 
for the benefit of the public as a whole.   

All relocation services and benefits are administered without regard to race, color, or national origin in 
compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act (42 United States Code [U.S.C.] 2000d, et seq.).  Please 
see Appendix B for the Title VI Statement. 

Affected Environment 

The proposed project would benefit the affected communities by reducing congestion and the current 
potential costs of traffic delays caused by existing operations along Los Angeles Avenue.  

                                                      
TPTP

1
PTPT  The Ventura region is defined by the Associations’ boundaries that report data to the Multiple Service Listing System, 

which include the Cities of Ventura, Oxnard, Camarillo, Santa Paula, Fillmore, Port Hueneme, Somis, Calabasas, Westlake 
Village, Thousand Oaks, Agoura Hills, Agoura, Oak Park, Lakeshore Wood, Simi Valley, and Moorpark. 
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Two types of effects on properties are considered: 

• Full acquisition of property occurs if the entire parcel is within the footprint (ROW) of an 
alternative or if the majority of the building lies within the footprint of an alternative. 

• Partial acquisition of a property occurs if any part of a parcel is within the footprint 
(ROW) of the alternative but does not require the displacement of the entire property. 
These impacts range from a sliver or edge of a parcel within the ROW preservation area 
to substantial portions that fall short of entire displacement. Partial acquisition of a 
property may result in the transformation of the property into a legal nonconforming 
parcel. 

Impacts 

The construction of the proposed project would require the acquisition of private property. Project 
impacts include both complete acquisition of existing uses and partial acquisitions, which may alter or 
displace existing uses.  

Table 14 identifies the full and partial property acquisitions necessary to implement this estimation. All of 
this area is within the ultimate ROW exhibits included in the City’s circulation element of the General 
Plan (Austin-Foust 1992).  Implementing the Proposed Build Alternative would require one full property 
acquisition, 148 East Los Angeles Avenue (APN 506-0-020-060) on the south side of Los Angeles 
Avenue between Freemont Street and Moorpark Avenue. The property is a small lot covering 688.4 
square meters (7,410 square feet) and has a small setback from Los Angeles Avenue.  The other potential 
residential displacement, 240 East Los Angeles Avenue (APN 506-0-020-120) is located on the south side 
of Los Angeles Avenue between Millard Street and Fremont Street. This property is bounded by Millard 
Street on the west and another single-family residential unit on the east. The City’s project design may be 
able to reduce the potential ROW take on APN 506-0-020-120 to only a partial acquisition.  However, for 
the purpose of this document and to adequately address impacts, the potential ROW acquisition on this 
parcel is treated as a potentially partial or full acquisition. Since both properties are located on an existing 
arterial, the displacement on either property would not divide an existing neighborhood or fragment the 
edge of a cohesive group of people.   

Full acquisitions of nonresidential property would require relocating employees and businesses to other 
locations; partial acquisitions generally would not require relocation.  The project impacts on commercial 
properties would be restricted to partial acquisitions; therefore, no direct displacement of businesses or 
employees would occur as a result of the Proposed Build Alternative.   

The project would not displace substantial numbers of existing housing.  One existing single-family 
residence and possibly a second may need to be acquired by the City to facilitate completion of the 
project.  The U.S. Census reports that in 1999 there was an average of four persons per household within 
the study area. Based on this household occupancy rate, approximately eight people would be displaced 
as a result of the Proposed Build Alternative. 

Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures 

Implementation of the proposed project would result in the full acquisition of one residential parcel and 
the potential partial/full acquisition of another residential parcel. The proposed project has been 
developed in conformity with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which states that no person in the 
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United States shall be excluded from participation in or otherwise discriminated against on the basis of 
race, color, and national origin under any program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance.  The 
City will comply with Title VI under the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to ensure that all affected property 
owners are compensated fairly. 

Table 14 
Summary of Partial and Full Property Acquisitions 

APN/Tract No. 
Area  

(in sq. m.) 

 
 

Area 
(in sq. ft.) 

Area 
Acquired 
(in sq. ft.) 

Adjusted 
Parcel Area 
(in sq. ft.) 

Percent 
Acquired Land Use 

    

506-0-020-060 818.968 
 

8,815 8,815 N/A 100 
Single-Family 

Residential 

506-0-020-1201 688.412 
 

7,410 7,410 N/A 100 
Single-Family 

Residential 
    

506-0-020-470 15.236 49,883 164 49,719 0.3 N/A 

506-0-020-480 136.660 390,299 1,471 388,828 0.4 
Residential 

Development 
506-0-020-490 2.323 526 25 501 4.8 Vacant 

506-0-020-510 76.273 
 

10,549 821 9,728 7.8 Millard Street 

506-0-020-130 154.707 
 

10,788 1,665 9,123 15.4 
Single-Family 

Residential 
506-0-020-230 93.167 54,450 1,003 53,447 1.8 Fremont Street 
506-0-020-240 260.396 14,175 2,803 11,372 19.8 N/A 
506-0-020-330 613.160 75,794 6,600 69,194 8.7 Vacant 
506-0-020-570 289.300 62,291 3,114 59,177 5.0 Commercial 
506-0-020-650 72.093 93,219 776 92,443 0.8 Commercial 
512-0-150-780 341.604 30,318 3,677 26,641 12.1 Service Station 
512-0-111-310 161.837 3,593 1,742 1,851 48.5 Vacant 
512-0-111-320 10.312 8,505 111 8,394 1.3 N/A 
512-0-111-340 192.309 3,843 2,070 1,773 53.9 Vacant 

512-0-111-250 1.765 
 

6,589 19 6,570 0.3 
Single-Family 

Residential 
512-0-150-690, 
512-0-150-700 155.334 

 
191,640 1,672 189,968 0.9 Commercial 

Tract No. 5133 48.867 108,000 526 107,474 0.5 Residential 

Tract No. 5307 364.645 120,942 3,925 117,017 3.2 
Residential 

Development 
Source: The City of Moorpark 2006. 
Note:  1 The City of Moorpark hopes to minimize impacts on APN 506-0-020-120 and reduce the ROW acquisition to a 
partial acquisition rather than a full acquisition.  To adequately address potential impacts in the CEQA document, the ROW 
acquisition is considered as both a partial/full acquisition for this APN.  If a partial acquisition of APN 506-0-020-120 were to 
occur, the area acquired would be 1140 square feet. (105.909 square meters.) 
 
The Uniform Act requires that decent, safe, and sanitary replacement housing that is within a person’s 
financial means be made available before that person may be displaced.  

• The Uniform Act requires that decent, safe, and sanitary replacement housing that is 
within a person’s financial means be made available before that person may be displaced. 
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The City will comply with standards set by the Caltrans R.A.P. and the Federal Uniform 
Relocation Assistance and Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 in compensating 
and providing the relocation assistance to property owners and renters displaced by the 
proposed project. 

2.1.4 Public Services 

2.1.4.1 Affected Environment 

Community facilities and services located near the proposed project site include schools, police station, 
and fire stations.  These services and facilities are shown in Figure 8.  Although the facilities and services 
are beyond the project area boundaries, they are close to the project area, and are therefore considered 
here. These services and facilities are schools, police stations, and fire stations.  

The City’s General Plan describes other community uses close to the study area such as City office 
buildings, civic center, library, and the Moorpark Metrolink station. These uses are located along High 
Street, approximately 0.4 km (0.25 mile) north of Los Angeles Avenue.  

Schools. There are four schools near the project site and a total of six schools within 1.61 km (1 mile) of 
the project site. Schools nearest to the project limits are Flory Elementary School, located adjacent to Los 
Angeles Avenue between Flory Avenue and Millard Street; Chaparral Middle School, located 
approximately 1,000 meters (3,280.8 feet) north of Los Angeles Avenue and 1,000 meters (3,280.8 feet) 
west of Moorpark Avenue; Walnut Canyon Elementary School, located approximately 1,000 meters 
(3,280.8 feet) north of High Street; and Moorpark Community High School, located approximately 1,500 
meters (3,280.8 feet) north of High Street. Other schools located within 1.61 km (1 mile) of the project 
area are Mountain Meadow Elementary School and Peach Hill Elementary School.  

Fire Protection Services. The Ventura County Fire Department (which provides fire protection services 
to the City) has one facility in close proximity to the project site. The County fire station, Station No. 42, 
is located at 295 East High Street.  

Police Protection Services. There is one facility, the Moorpark Police Service Center that provides police 
protection services to the City. It is located at 610 Spring Road. 

Medical Institutions. There are no medical institutions near the study area. 

Religious Institutions. There are no religious institutions near the study area. 

Access and Parking. There is no on-street parking along Los Angeles Avenue within the project area. 
Parking for all commercial and business establishments within the project limits is provided on private 
property. 

2.1.4.2 Impacts 

Impacts on public services are determined by such factors as noise, air quality, safety, distance, 
circulation, accessibility, and disruption during construction and operation.  Potential operational impacts 
on community facilities include property acquisitions affecting community facilities, restricted access to 
community facilities and services, or impaired use of the facilities.  No significant impacts on public 
services would be anticipated from implementing the proposed project. 
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Figure 8 Community Services and Facilities 
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The proposed road improvements would provide signalization improvements and improve access to and 
from the community services and facilities near the project area.  Temporary adverse impacts on access to 
community services and facilities along Los Angeles Avenue would occur during construction. Such 
impacts would result from sidewalk closures on the south side of Los Angeles Avenue between Spring 
Road and Millard Street, on both sides of the street between Spring Road and Millard Street, and on the 
north side of the street between Flory Avenue and Moorpark Avenue.  There would be no impacts on 
accessing Flory Elementary School and no impacts on park access.  The City would ensure that the travel 
way and sidewalks would be accessible and maintained during construction.  Temporary impacts on 
parking area access would occur due to the reconstruction of a driveway apron at Gateway Plaza; 
however, all parking would remain available on-site during the construction period. 

The road improvement project would not create a substantial need for providing additional public 
services. Existing service ratios and response times would be maintained consistent with the standards 
established in the City’s General Plan.   Upon completion of the proposed road widening, access to the 
public facilities described above would be improved.  Moreover, emergency access to residential and 
commercial properties along Los Angeles Avenue would be facilitated due to the road improvements.   

2.1.4.3 Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures 

The City will maintain contact with the community during the construction phase through public outreach 
with the following components:  

• A business outreach program will be implemented before project construction to inform 
local merchants of construction schedules that may affect their establishments.   

• Appropriate signage will be used to direct both pedestrian and vehicular traffic to 
businesses via alternative routes.  

• Pedestrians will need to cross Los Angeles Avenue in the project area at the signalized 
intersections at Moorpark Avenue and Spring Road.   

• Disabled access will be maintained during construction where feasible.  Temporary 
sidewalks will be installed, if necessary, during the construction phase.  Once 
construction is complete, full access to sidewalks will be restored. 

2.1.5 Utilities/Emergency Services 

2.1.5.1 Affected Environment 

The proposed improvements would require the relocation or replacement of various items, including 
streetlights, traffic signal poles, drainage structures, manholes, sidewalks, landscaping, gas lines, 
telephone lines, sewer lines, and electrical lines.   The majority of these utilities are underground 
facilities.  However, there are overhead electrical lines within the project limits.  To date, no high-risk 
facilities are known to exist within the project limits.  Various underground natural gas pipelines located 
within the project area are considered low-risk facilities.  The following utilities may require minor 
relocation:  

• Calleguas Municipal Water District water lines; 
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• Southern California Edison overhead and underground utility lines; 

• Southern California Gas Company gas lines;  

• Ventura County Waterworks District No. 1 sewer and water lines;  

• Equilon Pipeline Company gas lines; 

• Time Warner cable television lines; 

• SBC telephone lines; 

• Ventura County Watershed Protection District drainage facilities; and  

• Caltrans streetlights. 

Permission for removal and relocation of affected utilities would be needed from the utility providers 
before construction begins.  

2.1.5.2 Impacts 

The proposed road improvements would not exceed the wastewater treatment requirements of the Los 
Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB).  The proposed project would not result in the 
construction of new water or wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant environmental effects.  There are sufficient water supplies 
available to serve the project from existing entitlements and resources; new or expanded entitlements 
would not be needed.  

A substantial amount of storm drain work would be required for the project (refer to 2.2.2.4).  Existing 
catch basins/inlets would be relocated or new catch basins/inlets would be constructed.  In addition, new 
curb and gutter construction in locations currently bounded only by the edge of the pavement would 
create a more confined drainage system that would direct flows out of the street and into a closed storm 
water drainage system. All of the existing storm drain systems within Los Angeles Avenue currently 
drain into the Arroyo Simi Channel.   

The project would comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to solid waste. The 
proposed project would not significantly impact the capacity of the landfill.  

2.1.5.3 Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures 

All public facility improvements will be constructed to the specifications required by Caltrans and other 
utility providers who operate and maintain facilities within the proposed project area.  The City will 
obtain all required permits from the appropriate public agencies and public utility providers before 
construction begins.   

Existing catch-basins/inlets will be relocated or new catch basins/inlets will be constructed.  New curb 
and gutter construction in locations currently bounded only by the edge of the pavement will create a 
more confined drainage system that will direct flows out of the street and into a closed storm water 
drainage system.  
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The City is committed to constructing adequately sized drainage improvements to ensure no substantial 
drainage effects attributable to the proposed road widening would result.  The City will ensure that the 
drainage improvements are completed.  Drainage improvements will be completed per City and 
Caltrans’s standards. 

2.1.6 Transportation & Traffic/Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities 

2.1.6.1 Affected Environment 

Austin–Foust completed a traffic analysis for the Los Angeles Avenue Widening project in September 
2007.  Existing traffic conditions (average daily traffic [ADT] volumes) were determined based on 
observed traffic counts.  Intersection LOS was determined using the Highway Capacity Manual (HCM) 
methodology. Study area intersections used in the analysis were Los Angeles Avenue/Moorpark Avenue 
and Los Angeles Avenue/Spring Road.    

Under existing conditions, the intersections of Los Angeles Avenue/Moorpark Avenue and Los Angeles 
Avenue/Spring Road operate in the LOS C–E range during the a.m. and p.m. peak hour periods with 
longer waiting times at Los Angeles Avenue/Spring Road (Table 15).  The City has adopted LOS C as the 
desired standard for intersection operations.   

Table 15 
Levels of Service (LOS) at Study Area Intersections   

(seconds per vehicle [sec/veh]) 
  A.M. Peak Hour P.M. Peak Hour 

Intersection and Geometry Control 
2012 

Conditions 
2030 

Conditions 
2012 

Conditions 
2030 

Conditions 
Los Angeles Avenue/Moorpark 
Avenue 

Signal     

Existing Geometry  33.4 sec/veh 
LOS C 

48.0 
sec/veh 
LOS D 

44.3 sec/veh 
LOS D 

64.3 sec/veh 
LOS E 

Proposed Geometry  32.5 sec/veh 
LOS C 

46.2 
sec./veh 
LOS D 

43.1 sec/veh 
LOS D 

57.7 sec./veh 
LOS E 

Los Angeles Avenue/Spring Rd. Signal     
Existing Geometry  57.2 sec/veh 

LOS E 
115.6 

sec/veh 
LOS F 

68.6 sec/veh 
LOS E 

173.5 sec/veh 
LOS F 

Proposed Geometry  46.4 sec/veh 
LOS D 

63.3 
sec/veh 
LOS E 

51.3 sec/veh 
LOS E 

100.2 sec/veh 
LOS F 

Source: Austin-Foust Associates 2007 

The section of Los Angeles Avenue between Moorpark Avenue and Spring Road carries a higher level of 
truck traffic than is typical for a conventional highway within a community.  Recent Caltrans counts 
indicate that around 10 percent of the total daily vehicles on Los Angeles Avenue in the vicinity of 
Moorpark Avenue (8 percent eastbound and 14 percent westbound are heavy trucks) (Austin-Foust 2007).  
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2.1.6.2 Impacts 

The Austin-Foust (2007) traffic analysis evaluated future short-range (2012) and long-range (2030) 
conditions.  The 2012 and 2030 forecasts were obtained from data produced by the Moorpark Traffic 
Analysis Model (MTAM) using ADT volumes.   

2007 Impacts with the Proposed Widening Project 

The 2007 LOS calculations were based on observed traffic counts collected in 2007 by Traffic Data 
Services, Inc.   Resulting LOS calculations (not depicted in Table 15) indicate that the intersection of Los 
Angeles Avenue/Moorpark Avenue operates at LOS D during a.m. and p.m. peak hours and Los Angeles 
Avenue/Spring Street operates at LOS D during the p.m. peak hours (Austin-Foust 2007). 

2030 Impacts with and without the Proposed Widening Project 

The 2030 LOS calculations were calculated for the existing configuration (geometry) of the roadway and 
for its configuration after the widening project.   These results are provided in Table 15.  In 2030, with the 
proposed widening, the intersections of Los Angeles Avenue/Moorpark Avenue would operate at LOS D 
for the a.m. peak hour and LOS E for the p.m. peak hour.  The intersections of Los Angeles 
Avenue/Spring Road will change from LOS F to LOS E for the a.m. peak hour and remain at LOS F for 
the p.m. peak hour.  With the proposed widening project, the Austin–Foust traffic analysis indicates the 
intersections would operate with substantially less delay per vehicle than without the proposed project.  
For example, at the intersection of Los Angeles Avenue/Moorpark Avenue, p.m. peak hour conditions 
would be reduced from 64.3 seconds/vehicle without the project to 57.7 seconds/vehicle with the project.  
At the Los Angeles Avenue/Spring Road intersection, p.m. peak hour conditions would be reduced from 
173.5 seconds/vehicle to 100.2 seconds/vehicle. 

The proposed project would provide increased capacity and improved traffic operations along the Los 
Angeles Avenue corridor and at the intersections of Los Angeles Avenue/Moorpark Avenue and Los 
Angeles Avenue/Spring Road.  The proposed project would not individually or cumulatively exceed the 
LOS standard established by the City, Ventura County, and Caltrans.  

The proposed project would not substantially increase hazards due to a design feature or incompatible 
uses.  The proposed project would not result in inadequate emergency access.  However, temporary lane 
closures as part of the construction would affect emergency vehicle traffic.  To offset impacts on 
emergency access, a Caltrans Transportation Management Plan (TMP) would be developed.  Emergency 
vehicle access would be improved operationally as a result of the widening project because of improved 
operations and reduced vehicle delays. 

The proposed project would not conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs supporting alternative 
transportation.  As part of the Los Angeles Avenue roadway design, two emergency lanes and enhanced 
pedestrian facilities are included.  This is consistent with the City’s support for alternative transportation.  
The shoulder would be wide enough for bicycle travel, and sidewalks would facilitate pedestrian traffic 
and complete connections that do not currently exist making access continuous.  The project would 
comply with Caltrans policies regarding the safe accommodation of pedestrians and bicycles.  The special 
needs of the elderly and the disabled would be considered. 
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2.1.6.3 Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures 

The City will develop a TMP as required by Caltrans to reduce traffic delays during construction.  The 
TMP will be approved before project construction begins.  The TMP will also address pedestrians and 
bicycles and comply with the ADA.  The TMP will include a public awareness campaign, highway 
advisory radio messages, portable changeable message signs, temporary loop sensor/signals, bus or 
shuttle service, and a construction zone enhanced enforcement program (COZEEP). 

2.1.7 Visual/Aesthetics 

2.1.7.1 Regulatory Setting 

The CEQA establishes that it is the state policy to take all action necessary to provide the people of 
California “with…enjoyment of aesthetic, natural, scenic, and historic environmental qualities.” [Public 
Resources Code Section 21001(b)]. 

2.1.7.2 Affected Environment 

The following text is summarized from the Visual Resources Impact Assessment technical study prepared 
for this project by the Planning Corporation in 2003.  The proposed project is located within the City’s 
downtown core and is surrounded by commercial and residential properties.  The primary view corridor is 
defined as the immediately adjacent single family homes, multi-family complexes, and commercial uses 
along the roadway frontage.  Lighting in the area is of high intensity and there are little to no structural 
setbacks from the existing roadway alignment. 

The project site is characterized by uniform topography with slopes ranging from 0 to 5 percent.  This 
portion of Los Angeles Avenue is not eligible for identification as a Scenic Highway in the City’s General 
Plan or by the State of California.  No scenic resources, trees, rock outcroppings, and/or historic buildings 
are located within this section of Los Angeles Avenue.   

2.1.7.3 Impacts 

The proposed project would not substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site 
and its surroundings.  Construction impacts would be temporary and the proposed project design would 
include the construction of new pavement, curb and gutter, sidewalk, storm drains, and additional 
parkway landscaping.  Streetlights would be replaced or relocated as part of the proposed project.   

Street landscaping along this portion of Los Angeles Avenue would be affected.  Results of the Tree 
Survey (The Oak Collaborative 2006) indicate that 10 trees would need to be removed as part of the 
proposed project.  The City is planning on replacing the existing landscaping and public space amenities 
(such as sidewalks and benches) during project construction.  There would be no net impact on existing 
streetscape landscaping or areas designed for public congregation.  Minimal grading would be required to 
establish additional travel lanes and no cut or fill slopes would be required to establish an adequate road-
base. 

Vehicle travel lanes would be established near existing residential properties affecting the quality of life 
of some residents living directly adjacent to the expanded roadway alignment.  No areas of public 
congregation or assembly would be affected as part of the road improvement project.  The project would 
not conflict with adopted design guidelines or development standards, which have been implemented to 
improve the quality of architecture in the community. 
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2.1.7.4 Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures 

No avoidance, minimization and/or mitigation measures are required for visual or aesthetics. 

2.1.8 Cultural Resources 

2.1.8.1 Regulatory Setting 

 “Cultural resources” as used in this document refers to all historical and archaeological resources, 
regardless of significance.  Laws and regulations dealing with cultural resources include: 

On January 1, 2004, a Section 106 Programmatic Agreement (PA) among the Advisory Council, FHWA, 
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), and Caltrans went into effect for Caltrans projects, both state 
and local, with FHWA involvement.  The PA takes the place of the Advisory Council’s regulations, 36 
CFR 800, streamlining the Section 106 process and delegating certain responsibilities to Caltrans.  

Historical resources are considered under the CEQA, as well as California Public Resources Code (PRC) 
Section 5024.1, which established the California Register of Historical Resources.  PRC Section 5024 
requires state agencies to identify and protect state-owned resources that meet National Register of 
Historic Places listing criteria.  It further specifically requires Caltrans to inventory state-owned structures 
in its rights-of-way.  Sections 5024(f) and 5024.5 require state agencies to provide notice to and consult 
with the SHPO before altering, transferring, relocating, or demolishing state-owned historical resources 
that are listed on or are eligible for inclusion in the National Register or are registered or eligible for 
registration as California Historical Landmarks. 

2.1.8.2 Affected Environment 

Based on available information, the project would not create impacts on known archaeological resources 
(Archaeological Advisory Group 2006).  The scope of work consisted of a records search conducted by 
the South Central Coastal Information Center, California State University, Fullerton, Department of 
Anthropology, Fullerton, California; and a field survey for the project area, which revealed the following: 

• No prehistoric sites exist within the project area. 

• No properties are listed in, or are expected to be found to appear eligible for, listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

• No properties are listed in, or are expected to be found eligible for, listing in the 
California Register of Historical Resources. 

• No California Historical Landmarks are present. 

• No California Points of Historical Interest are noted. 

• Ornamental trees and landscaping, including grass, trees, and shrubs, are found within the 
project boundaries.  These plant species are associated with existing streetscape 
landscaping along Los Angeles Avenue. 
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• The Arroyo Simi is located south of Los Angeles Avenue and is roughly 0.4 km (0.25 
mile) south of the project boundary. 

• Utilities such as sewer, water, electricity, gas, and telephone were noted, and sprinkler 
systems exist in many areas of the project. 

The study found that no potential archaeological sites are located within the development area.  Soils 
within the limits of the proposed road widening were found to consist of non-native fill material and 
roadway base associated with the existing Los Angeles Avenue roadway alignment.  All exposed surface 
terrain and exposures such as rodent burrows, drainage cuts, and graded, cleared, or landscaped areas 
were thoroughly inspected for signs of cultural resources. 

A historic properties investigation conducted by Chattel Architecture (2005) determined that there would 
be no impacts on historic structures.   

2.1.8.3 Impacts 

Because no historically significant properties have been identified in the project area, no impacts on 
historic resources are anticipated.  No prehistoric archaeological resources were identified within the 
project site during the survey. No human remains were identified within the project site during the survey.  
The project area was never used as an informal or formal cemetery.  Moreover, no evidence suggests 
Native Americans used the area as a burial site. 

The project area is not identified as a sacred place or other ethnographically documented location of 
significance to native Californians.  An archival review of cultural resource information compiled for the 
project confirmed this conclusion (Archaeological Advisory Group 2006). 

2.1.8.4 Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures 

If archaeological or historical materials are encountered during construction, all activities placing such 
resources at risk will cease until the materials are examined and evaluated by a qualified archaeologist. 

2.2 PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

2.2.1 Hydrology and Floodplain 

2.2.1.1 Regulatory Setting  

The project is within the Los Angeles RWQCB, Region 4. The 100-year floodplain is defined as “the area 
subject to flooding by the flood or tide having a one percent chance of being exceeded in any given year.”  
An encroachment is defined as “one action within the limits of the 100-year floodplain.” 

2.2.1.2 Affected Environment 

The proposed project site is located in the Arroyo Simi floodplain, which is located approximately 400 
meters (0.25 mile) south of Los Angeles Avenue.  The project site is in a Flood Hazard Zone B, which is 
an area between the 100-year and 500-year limits based upon the current National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP)  Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map (DFIRM).  However, the southeast end of the project 
area abuts Zone A, the 100-year flood limit.  Figure 9 provides the NFIP Maps for the project area as of 1 
October 2005.  As the majority of the project area occurs within an urbanized area, surface water 
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hydrology is controlled through lined storm water conveyance structures, which eventually discharge to 
the Arroyo Simi.  The Arroyo Simi is part of the Calleguas Creek Watershed. Calleguas Creek and its 
major tributaries, Revolon Slough, Conejo Creek, Arroyo Conejo, Arroyo Santa Rosa, and Arroyo Simi, 
drain an area of 888 square km (343 square miles) in southern Ventura County and a small portion of 
western Los Angeles County.  This watershed, which is elongated along an east-west axis, is about 48.3 
km (30 miles) long and 22.5 km (14 miles wide).  The northern boundary of the watershed is formed by 
the Santa Susana Mountains, South Mountain, and Oak Ridge; the southern boundary is formed by the 
Simi Hills and Santa Monica Mountains.  The watershed terminates in the Mugu Lagoon at the Pacific 
Ocean, an area which is identified as an Area of Special Biological Significance (ASBS). 

A new draft Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) published in November 2005 now puts the entire project 
area into Zone AE.  Zone AE is the flood insurance rate zone that correspond to the 1 percent annual 
chance floodplain determined in the Flood Insurance Study by detailed methods of analysis. The draft 
FIRM is under review by the City, which has hired a consultant to review the methodology and 
assumptions.  Should the current hazard zones remain in place, the proposed project would lie within the 
100 year floodplain. 

Groundwater is located at 8.3 meters (27.2 feet) beneath the site.  Groundwater in the area is primarily 
used for agricultural purposes, and the majority of drinking water is imported through the State Water 
Project.  In general, groundwater supplies in the region have experienced some over-draft and 
contamination with mineral salts and salt water intrusion. 

2.2.1.3 Impacts 

The proposed road widening would have no effect on groundwater levels.  Geotechnical testing 
confirmed that no near-surface groundwater deposits (less than 1.5 meters or less than 4.9 feet) are within 
the proposed improvement area.    As the majority of the site is impervious surface, storm water would be 
conveyed off-site and the project would not require withdrawal from the groundwater table; groundwater 
impacts would be negligible. 

The project would not substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the area.  Minor increases in 
surface runoff (116 cubic meters or 4,096.5 cubic feet) would result from creation of additional 
hardscape.  However, this increase would not result in on- or off-site flooding with the mitigation of 
upgraded drainage structures.  Additionally, the existing storm drain system would be re-designed to 
handle the incremental increase in flows associated with the proposed road improvements to prevent any 
substantial erosion or siltation.    

No new housing is proposed as part of the proposed project.   Therefore, the project would not place any 
additional housing within a flood-hazard area.  The proposed project is limited to road improvements.  
The proposed project would not place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures that would impede or 
redirect flood flows. 

The project area is not susceptible to inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow.  The project area is 
substantially separated from the coastal environment which could be impacted by seiche or tsunami.  The 
project area is very flat (0–5 percent slope) and is not considered susceptible to mudflows.    

2.2.1.4 Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures  

No avoidance, minimization, and/or mitigation measures are required for hydrology and floodplain. 



TETRA TECH, INC. 

Los Angeles Avenue Road Widening Page 2-25 
Supplemental Initial Study/Environmental Assessment 

Figure 9 Floodplain 
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2.2.2 Water Quality and Storm Water Runoff 

2.2.2.1 Regulatory Setting 

Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, the primary federal law regulating water quality, requires water 
quality certification from the state board or regional board when a project (1) requires a federal license or 
permit—Section 404 is the most common federal permit for Caltrans projects—and (2) will cause 
discharge into waters of the United States.  Section 402 of the Clean Water Act establishes the NPDES 
permit system for the discharge of any pollutant (except dredge or fill material) into waters of the United 
States.  To ensure compliance with Section 402, the State Water Resources Control Board has developed 
and issued a NPDES, Statewide Storm Water Permit, to regulate storm water discharges from all of 
Caltran’s ROW, properties and facilities.  The permit regulates both storm water and non storm water 
discharges during and after construction.  

In addition, the State Water Resources Control Board issues the Statewide Permit for all of Caltran’s 
construction activities, of 0.4 hectare (1 acre) or greater, or a number of smaller projects that are part of a 
common plan of development with the total area exceeding 0.4 hectare (1 acre), or projects that have the 
potential to significantly impair water quality.  Caltrans projects subject to the Statewide Storm Water 
Permit required a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), while other projects, smaller than 0.4 
hectare (1 acre), require a Water Pollution Control Program. 

The California Environmental Protection Agency has delegated administration of the NPDES program to 
the State Water Resources Control Board and nine regional boards.  This project is located within the 
jurisdiction of the State Water Resources Control Board and the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, Region 4.   

Subject to Caltrans review and approval, the contractor prepares both the SWPPP and the Water Pollution 
Control Program.  The Water Pollution Control Program and SWPPP identify construction activities that 
may cause pollutants in storm water and measures to control these pollutants.  Because neither the Water 
Pollution Control Program nor the SWPPP is prepared at this time, the following discussion focuses on 
anticipated pollution sources or activities that may cause pollutants in the storm water discharges. 

Additional laws regulating water quality include the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Act, Safe Drinking 
Water Act, and Pollution Prevention Act.  State water quality laws are codified in the California Water 
Code, Health and Safety Code and Fish and Game Code Sections 5650–5656. 

2.2.2.2 Affected Environment 

The proposed project is located within the urbanized area of the City, where surface water runoff is 
conveyed through lined structures through the City’s storm drain system, eventually discharging into the 
Arroyo Simi. The Arroyo Simi is a tributary to Calleguas Creek, an impaired water body on the State of 
California 303d list.  Specifically, the Arroyo Simi (Callegus Creek Reach 7) is listed for the following 
subset of these constituents: chloride, boron, sulfates, TDS, sedimentation/siltation, and fecal coliform 
(Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board 2006).  The Storm Water Data Report (Boyle 
Engineering 2007) provides more details on the receiving water including beneficial uses.  As a high 
priority 303d listed water body, Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) would be prepared for each 
constituent over the next 10 years.  To date TMDLs have been promulgated for chlorides and nutrients.  
Since chlorides are the only constituent listed for the Arroyo Simi, only this TMDL would be applicable.   
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The construction and post-construction phases of the proposed project would have storm water discharges 
with the potential to impact surface waters.  The existing storm water conveyance discharges ultimately in 
Arroyo Simi.  In accordance with Section 402 of the Clean Water Act, the project would be required to 
comply with two NPDES Permits.  The two applicable permits are: 

• NPDES General Permit for Storm Water Discharges from Construction Activities Order 
99-08-DWQ/CAS00002 (General Construction Permit). This permit addresses storm 
water activities associated with the construction phase. 

• NPDES Permit for Storm Water Discharges from Caltrans Order No. 99-06-DWQ/ 
CAS000003 (Caltrans Permit).  This permit addresses storm water discharges from roads 
owned and operated by Caltrans. 

The project is also within area covered by the Ventura County Storm Water Management Program 
(SWMP) and associated Storm Water Quality Urban Impact Mitigation Plan (SQUIMP).    The SQUIMP 
is intended to address storm water pollution from new development and redevelopment in the private 
sector. The SQUIMP contains a list of minimum required Best Management Practices (BMPs) that shall 
be used for a designated project.  As mentioned, the SQUIMP applies primarily to private sector 
redevelopment projects.  Additionally, the SQUIMP is required for the following categories, of which 
none apply to the proposed project: 

• Single family hillside residences; 

• 100,000 square foot commercial developments; 

• Automotive repair shops; 

• Retail gasoline outlets; 

• Restaurants; 

• Home subdivisions with 10 or more housing units; 

• Location within or directly adjacent to or discharging to an environmentally sensitive 
area; or 

• Parking lots with 5,000 square feet or more impervious parking or access surfaces or with 
25 or more parking spaces and potentially exposed storm water runoff. 

Therefore, it is assumed the project would comply with the General Caltrans permit for post-construction 
storm water runoff controls. 

2.2.2.3 Impacts 

There are no high risk areas where spills from Caltrans owned ROW, activities or facilities could 
discharge directly to municipal or domestic water supply reservoir or  groundwater percolation facilities. 

Without the use of BMPs during the construction and post-construction phases, the proposed project 
could potentially violate applicable water quality standards. The primary constituents of concern during 
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the construction phase would be the erosion of solids, which would be addressed through BMPs as 
required by the General Construction Permit.  The primary constituents of concern during post-
construction would be primarily solids and oils and greases.  These potential constituents would be 
addressed through the use of BMPs as required by the General Caltrans Permit.  Impacts would be 
considered less than significant with mitigation.  

The project would result in minor increases in surface runoff (116 cubic meters or 4,096.5 cubic feet P) due 
to the creation of additional hardscape.  However, the drainage system would be studied and redesigned to 
address the additional runoff volumes and any potential contaminants.   Impacts are considered less than 
significant with mitigation. 

The existing storm drain system would need to be redesigned to handle the incremental increases in flows 
associated with the proposed road improvements to prevent any substantial erosion or siltation.  

A California State Registered Civil Engineer will prepare a drainage study for review and acceptance by 
the Moorpark City Engineer.  All existing and proposed drainage facilities within the project area shall be 
designed to adequately collect and convey all project related runoff.  The existing system will be 
upgraded to ensure that with the additional surface flow, it is capable of preventing on- or off-site 
flooding and eliminating any potential for substantial erosion or siltation.  

Beyond the additional storm water runoff and potential construction/post-construction constituents, which 
are addressed in other areas, there would be no anticipated significant water quality impacts.   

2.2.2.4 Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures  

The storm drain system would be redesigned as part of the proposed project to address the additional 
runoff volumes and potential contaminants.  In accordance with Section 402 of the Clean Water Act, the 
project would be required to comply with two NPDES Permits. 

The primary mitigation measures to address potential water quality impacts from construction and post-
construction phases would be the implementation of BMPs as prescribed by the two NPDES permits.  
The recommended BMPs to be implemented within this area, as required by this permit, are identified in 
(1) The Ventura County SWMP and (2) the SQUIMP. 

2.2.3 Geology/Soils/Seismic/Topography  

2.2.3.1 Affected Environment 

The City of Moorpark and the proposed project area are located in the Little Simi Valley of central 
Ventura County.  The Little Simi Valley is approximately 6.4 km (4 miles) long from east to west and 1.6 
km (1 mile) wide from north to south; it is bounded by the hills of Oak Ridge on the north and the Santa 
Rosa-Simi hills on the south and east, and merges into the Las Posas Valley on the west.  Surface 
elevations in the area range from approximately 158.5 meters (520 feet) above mean sea level (msl) at the 
east end of the Little Simi Valley (at the proposed project), to 128 meters (420 feet) above msl at the west 
end of the valley, with the Oak Ridge and Santa Rosa-Simi hills rising to approximately 304.8 meters 
(1,000 feet) above msl.  The Arroyo Simi Arroyo Las Posas is located on the south side of the Little Simi 
Valley and flows from east to west (Dibblee 1992a; 1992b). 

The proposed project area is located within the Ventura Basin in the Transverse Ranges 
geologic/geomorphic province of California.  This area is characterized by generally east-west trending 
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mountain ranges composed of sedimentary and volcanic rocks ranging in age from Cretaceous to Recent.  
Major east-trending folds, reverse faults, and left-lateral strike-slip faults reflect regional north-south 
compression. 

Review of geologic maps of the Moorpark area indicates the proposed project area is located in a 
relatively flat area underlain by alluvium (Dibblee 1992a; 1992b).  Groundwater occurs in an alluvial 
aquifer beneath the project area at about 4.6 to 6.1 meters (15 to 20 feet) below the ground surface 
(California Department of Conservation Division of Mines and Geology [CDMG] 1997; 2000b).  Several 
northeast-southwest trending fault zones are located throughout the region, including Simi-Santa Rosa, 
Springville, Ventura/Pitas Point, Oak Ridge, San Cayetano, and Red Mountain Faults.  Although not all 
of these fault zones are currently classified as active by the State of California, many have demonstrated 
Holocene fault offset, suggesting the faults could be classified as active in the future.  Faults classified as 
active by the State of California in the vicinity of the project area include the Santa Rosa-Simi fault zone 
(located approximately 4.0 km [2.5 miles] to the south), the Oak Ridge fault (located approximately 9.7  
km [6 miles] to the north), and San Cayetano (located approximately 19.3 km [12 miles] north) (CDMG 
2000a).  Specific seismic hazard studies were not performed as part of the geotechnical study for this 
project because the proposed improvements do not involve structures or significant embankments that 
would be affected during a significant seismic event.  Therefore, the project would not be adversely 
affected by seismic activity if all standard construction related remedial measures are incorporated into 
the project design. 

2.2.3.2 Impacts 

The proposed project area is not located within an Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone (APEFZ) 
(CDMG 2000a).  The nearest APEFZs are the Santa Rosa-Simi Valley fault zone, approximately 2.4 km 
(1.5 miles) south of the proposed project, and the Oak Ridge fault zone, approximately 9.6 km (6 miles) 
to the north.  The purpose of the APEFZ Act is to regulate development near active faults in California to 
mitigate the hazard of surface fault rupture (CDMG 1973).  The law requires the State Geologist to 
establish regulatory zones (known as Earthquake Fault Zones) around the surface traces of active faults 
and to issue appropriate maps.  The maps are distributed to all affected cities, counties, and state agencies 
for their use in planning and controlling new or renewed construction.  Local agencies must regulate most 
development projects within the zones. Projects include all land divisions and most structures for human 
occupancy. Single family wood-frame and steel-frame dwellings up to two stories not part of a 
development of four units or more are exempt. However, local agencies can be more restrictive than state 
law requires. 

Potential hazard from strong seismic ground motion at the proposed project was evaluated using CDMG 
Earthquake Hazard Model as documented in the Seismic Hazard Zone Report for the Simi Valley East 
and Simi Valley West 7.5-Minute Quadrangles, Ventura and Los Angeles Counties, California (CDMG 
1997) and Seismic Hazard Analysis of the Moorpark 7.5-Minute Quadrangle, Ventura County California 
(CDMG 2000b).  The estimated ground shaking is derived from the seismogenic sources as published in 
the statewide probabilistic seismic hazard evaluation released cooperatively by the CDMG and the U.S. 
Geological Survey.  Assuming the proposed project is underlain by alluvium, California Building Code 
(CBC category D) (International Conference of Building Officials [ICBO], 2001) the analysis indicated 
that the site has a potential for strong seismic ground motion capable of causing considerable damage to 
structures and risks to human life and safety.  

Potential liquefaction hazard at the proposed project site was evaluated by the CDMG using criteria 
developed Seismic Hazards Mapping Act Advisory Committee as documented in the Seismic Hazard 
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Zone Report for the Simi Valley East and Simi Valley West 7.5-Minute Quadrangles, Ventura and Los 
Angeles Counties, California (CDMG 1997) and Seismic Hazard Analysis of the Moorpark 7.5-Minute 
Quadrangle, Ventura County California (CDMG 2000b).  As shown on the CDMG Seismic Hazard Zone 
Maps, the proposed project site is in an area with potential for permanent ground displacements from 
liquefaction.   

Potential landslide hazard at the proposed project site was evaluated by the CDMG using criteria 
developed by the California State Mining and Geology Board as documented in the Seismic Hazard Zone 
Report for the Simi Valley East and Simi Valley West 7.5-Minute Quadrangles, Ventura and Los Angeles 
Counties, California (CDMG 1997) and Seismic Hazard Analysis of the Moorpark 7.5-Minute 
Quadrangle, Ventura County California (CDMG 2000b).  The CDMG report indicates the proposed 
project is in an area underlain by Holocene alluvium consisting of silty sand, sand, and minor clay where 
groundwater commonly occurs 4.6 to 6.1 meters (15 to 20 feet) beneath the ground surface.  The results 
of the CDMG analysis are shown on the State of California Seismic Hazard Zones, Simi Valley West 
Quadrangle Official Map Dated April 7, 1997, and State of California Seismic Hazard Zones, Moorpark 
Quadrangle Official Map dated November 17, 2000.  As shown on the CDMG Seismic Hazard Zone 
Maps, the proposed project is not located in an area with a potential for permanent ground displacements 
from landslides.   

The proposed project is located in an area of relatively flat terrain and would not include construction of 
significant embankments or terraces.  Therefore, the proposed project would not produce conditions 
susceptible to significant soil erosion. 

General, regional data on soil conditions as documented in the Seismic Hazard Zone Report for the Simi 
Valley East and Simi Valley West 7.5-Minute Quadrangles, Ventura and Los Angeles Counties, 
California (CDMG 1997) and Seismic Hazard Analysis of the Moorpark 7.5-Minute Quadrangle, Ventura 
County California (CDMG 2000b) indicate the proposed project area is underlain by alluvial deposits 
consisting of silty sand, sand, and minor clay.  A review of boring logs from the Draft Materials Report 
for the Los Angeles Avenue/SR 118 Widening (07-Ven-SR118-KP), Moorpark, California (Fugro West, 
Inc. 2002) indicates artificial fill composed of silt is present to approximately 0.46 meters (1.5 feet) bgs, 
which is underlain by silty sand to depths of at least 2.3 meters (7.5 feet) bgs.  No laboratory testing was 
performed to evaluate the expansion potential of these soils.  There is a potential that expansive soil, as 
defined in Table 18-1-B of the 2001 CBC may exist in the proposed project area.  

No structures are proposed as part of the project.  The project would require the relocation of some 
existing utility lines, however, all existing facilities would be replaced.   

2.2.3.3 Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures 

With implementation of standard grading controls and structure design measures to address seismic and 
geologic conditions, project geologic and soil-related impacts would be mitigated to less than significant.  
Appropriate geotechnical soil testing from project area assessment borings should be performed and 
reviewed to evaluate whether or not potentially expansive soil conditions are present in accordance with 
Table 18-1-B of the 2001 CBC.  The applicant shall comply with all requirements of the CBC and 
Caltrans’s building/design codes governing the proposed road widening. 

A site grading plan shall be submitted for review and acceptance by the City before grading permits are 
issued.  The grading plan shall be accompanied by a Soils Report prepared in accordance with the 
Guidelines for Geotechnical and Geological Reports in the City of Moorpark and Caltrans and signed by a 
California Registered Civil Engineer and/or a California Registered Geologist.   
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2.2.4 Hazardous Waste/Materials 

2.2.4.1 Regulatory Setting 

The primary federal laws regulating hazardous wastes/materials are the Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act of 1976 (RCRA) and the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and 
Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA).  The purpose of CERCLA, often referred to as Superfund, is to clean 
up contaminated sites so that public health and welfare are not compromised.  RCRA provides for “cradle 
to grave” regulation of hazardous wastes.  Other federal laws include: 

• Community Environmental Response Facilitation Act (CERFA) of 1992 

• Clean Water Act 

• Clean Air Act 

• Safe Drinking Water Act 

• Occupational Safety and Health Act  

• Atomic Energy Act 

• Toxic Substances Control Act 

• Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act 

In addition to the acts listed above, Executive Order 12088, Federal Compliance with Pollution Control, 
mandates that necessary actions be taken to prevent and control environmental pollution when federal 
activities or federal facilities are involved. 

Hazardous waste in California is regulated primarily under the authority of RCRA and the California 
Health and Safety Code.  Other California laws that affect hazardous waste are specific to handling, 
storage, transportation, disposal, treatment, reduction, cleanup, and emergency planning. 

2.2.4.2 Affected Environment 

An Initial Site Assessment (ISA) for this project site was completed by LSA Associates in November 
2003 and updated by Tetra Tech in October 2006.  The following is a summary of the findings, 
conclusions, and recommendations from the ISA Update (Tetra Tech 2006).  

Hazardous Substance Storage Or Use 

Only one business that uses and/or stores hazardous wastes is located within the Los Angeles Avenue 
widening project boundaries: the Chevron gasoline station located at 502 New Los Angeles Avenue.  
Although this facility handles and stores hazardous wastes as a function of the business, no evidence of 
spills or releases to the environment was noted.   

Additional facilities that handle and store hazardous wastes observed immediately adjacent to the site but 
not expected to be affected by road construction included the Alliance gasoline station (50 West Los 
Angeles Avenue) and Anderson Jewelers (5 West Los Angeles Avenue).  Although these facilities handle 
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and store hazardous wastes, no evidence of spills or releases to the environment was noted.  It should also 
be noted that these facilities are located downgradient from the site both topographically and 
hydrologically; therefore, it is unlikely that any releases would affect the site.   

Hazardous Waste Disposal 

No evidence of a release of hazardous materials to grade was observed during reconnaissance of the 
project site.  In addition, no evidence of solid waste disposal at the site was observed.  Several businesses 
located immediately adjacent to the site do handle and store various hazardous wastes; however, none 
appear to be disposing of these wastes on-site.  No indication of on-site disposal was noted during 
reconnaissance. No evidence of on-site disposal was noted at any of the off-site facilities that handle or 
store hazardous wastes. 

Aboveground and Underground Storage Tanks 

One on-site property that currently utilizes underground storage tanks (USTs) is the Chevron gasoline 
station at 502 New Los Angeles Avenue.  In addition, a UST is believed to have been previously located 
at 202 East Los Angeles Avenue.  The property at 202 East Los Angeles Avenue is now a private 
residence and shows no visible evidence of a current UST.  No aboveground storage tanks (ASTs) were 
noted on-site during the reconnaissance.  No ASTs were noted off-site during the reconnaissance. 

Pits, Sumps, Drywells, and Catch Basins 

No pits, sumps, drywells, or catch basins were observed during site reconnaissance.  No pits, sumps, 
drywells, or catch basins were noted in the areas immediately adjacent to the site. 

Polychlorinated Biphenyls 

Three pole-mounted transformers were observed along the north side of Los Angeles Avenue between 
Spring Road and Millard Street.  Each transformer examined for any staining (of the transformer itself or 
the ground beneath the poles).  No evidence of transformer staining or ground staining beneath any of the 
transformers was observed.  It is unknown whether these transformers currently or historically contained 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs).  No evidence of PCBs was observed in the area directly adjacent to the 
site.   

Aerially Deposited Lead 

Tetra Tech prepared a Letter Report addressing Aerially Deposited Lead (ADL) for the project site (Tetra 
Tech 2007).  The following is a summary of the findings, conclusions, and recommendations from the 
Letter Report. Tetra Tech collected soil samples from 12 locations along Los Angeles Avenue. All soil 
samples were collected in accordance with a Sampling Plan approved by Caltrans.  There were no 
deviations to the approved Sampling Plan.   Each soil sample was analyzed for total lead using EPA 
method SW6010B.  In addition, selected soil samples were analyzed for the 17 California Assessment 
Method (CAM) (Title 22) metals using EPA methods SW6010B and SW7471.  The pH of selected soil 
samples was also determined using EPA method SW9045C.  None of the soil samples analyzed contained 
total lead at a concentration exceeding the Total Threshold Limit Concentration (TTLC) regulatory level 
of 1,000 mg/kg.  Only one sample contained lead at a concentration greater than 50 mg/kg (equivalent to 
10 times the Soluble Threshold Limit Concentration (STLC) regulatory of 5 mg/L.  This sample was 
therefore analyzed using the California Waste Extraction Test (CA WET) by EPA method SW3050A 
(Citrate).  The waste extraction test yielded a result of 2.79 mg/L, well below the STLC regulatory level 
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of 5 mg/L.  None of the other detected metal concentrations exceeded the California Title 22 TTLC 
regulatory levels or 10 times the STLC regulatory levels.   

Based on the analytical data and the statistical results, the exposed soils that will be disturbed during the 
road widening activities at the Site are not considered impacted by ADL.  In addition, the soil does not 
qualify as hazardous under California Title 22.  Because the soil does not qualify as hazardous, the DSTC 
variance will not be invoked and the soil can be reused at the Site without restriction.        

Railways 

The Southern Pacific Railroad runs parallel to the site and is located approximately 500 meters (0.31 
mile) north of Los Angeles Avenue.  The railroad does not intersect the site and no depots or storage 
yards are located within the site vicinity. 

Stained Soils/Stains/Stressed Vegetation 

The majority of the site consists of asphalt with narrow strips of dirt, gravel, and sod along the edges of 
Los Angeles Avenue.  Sidewalks are paved with grass and shrub filled borders.  Most vegetation appears 
to be healthy with no signs of stress.  Generally, soils within the site appeared to be unstained.   

Odors/Pools of Liquids 

No odors or pools of liquids were observed during the site reconnaissance. 

2.2.4.3 Impacts 

Based on the findings of the ISA Update (Tetra Tech 2006), no evidence of hazardous material use, 
storage, or disposal has been identified at the site and no off-site sources considered likely to impact the 
site were identified.   Based on these findings, no significant concerns related to hazardous materials use, 
storage, or disposal have been identified at the subject property.   

Only the Chevron gas station located at 502 Los Angeles Avenue was defined as having the potential for 
hazardous materials releases to the site.  This property is a RCRA-small quantity generator of hazardous 
materials, including the contents of four USTs (three containing gasoline and one containing wastewater).  
The property is located upgradient from the site, therefore any hazardous waste releases could be carried 
by groundwater into the site area.  No releases from this property have been documented to date.   

The property located at 202 East Los Angeles Avenue was reported to have contained a UST in 1961.  No 
information was available to Tetra Tech to document whether the UST was removed, was closed in-place, 
or is still present at the location indicated.  The tank historically contained regular fuel.  If this UST is still 
present, it could have an effect on the site groundwater if its original contents (or residual contents) were 
released. 

A number of properties adjacent to the site (off-site) and within a 400-meter (0.25-mile) wide search 
corridor centered on Los Angles Avenue were identified as having past, or the potential for, hazardous 
materials releases; however, due to groundwater flow direction and/or the distance from Los Angeles 
Avenue, these properties are unlikely to have impacted the site.  These off-site properties are described in 
the ISA Update (Tetra Tech 2006b).  
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Groundwater is approximately 13 meters (42 feet) below ground surface at the site, and flows to the west-
northwest.  Hazardous materials releases to groundwater in the site vicinity have occurred downgradient 
or cross-gradient from the site and are therefore unlikely to have affected the site.  Furthermore, 
hazardous materials released to soils in the site vicinity were localized to areas outside the site area and 
are therefore also unlikely to have affected the site. 

There was no evidence of transformer staining or ground staining beneath any of the three pole-mounted 
transformers.  It is unknown whether these transformers currently or historically contained PCBs.  
Southern California Edison disclosed to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) the highest 
concentration of PCBs found in their transformers has been between 50 parts per million (ppm) and 100 
ppm.  These concentrations are well below the EPA designation of 500 ppm as being PCB-containing.  

The surrounding urban neighborhood and commercial properties would be maintained in accordance with 
fire department standards and constantly monitored.  The proposed project would further reduce the risk 
of wildland fires through removal of the existing vegetation and placement of pavement and curbs.  This 
type of environment is less conducive to the spreading of wildland fires.  The proposed project would, 
therefore, create no wildland fire impacts.  

2.2.4.4 Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures 

Asbestos-containing materials may be present in some of the structures in the project area that may be 
demolished or renovated for this project. Two residences—located at 148 East Los Angeles Avenue 
(APN 506-0-020-060) and 240 East Los Angeles Avenue (APN 506-0-020-120)—may be demolished 
during this proposed road widening project.  An asbestos survey of the two residences will be conducted 
prior to the start of construction.  The City will ensure that an asbestos survey will be conducted by a 
certified consultant prior to demolition or renovation of any structures within the proposed project area.  
If asbestos-containing materials are found in the residences, they will be removed and properly disposed 
of prior to demolition or renovation, in accordance with Ventura County Air Pollution Control District 
regulations and rules. 

The manufacture of lead-based paint (LBP) was banned in 1978; however, because many of the structures 
on-site were constructed prior to this ban, it is likely that LBP was used on some of the residences or 
businesses adjacent to the site.  Most buildings on Los Angeles Avenue would not be affected by the road 
widening project, therefore, the presence of LBP on these structures is not expected to impact the project.  
However, two residences located at 148 East Los Angeles Avenue (APN 506-0-020-060) and 240 East 
Los Angeles Avenue (APN 506-0-020-120) may be demolished or renovated during this proposed road 
widening project.  If demolition is required, an LBP assessment of the residences proposed for demolition 
will be completed prior to the start of construction.  If LBP is found in the residences, it will be removed 
and properly disposed of prior to demolition or renovation. 

2.2.5 Air Quality 

2.2.5.1 Regulatory Setting 

The Clean Air Act as amended in 1990 is the federal law that governs air quality. Its counterpart in 
California is the California Clean Air Act of 1988. These laws set standards for the quantity of pollutants 
that can be in the air. At the federal level, these standards are called National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards (NAAQS). Standards have been established for six criteria pollutants that have been linked to 
potential health concerns; the criteria pollutants are carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen oxides (NOX), ozone 
(O3), particulate matter (PM), lead (Pb), and sulfur dioxide (SO2).   
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Under the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments, the U.S. Department of Transportation cannot fund, 
authorize, or approve federal actions to support programs or projects that are not first found to conform to 
State Implementation Plan (SIP) for achieving the goals of the Clean Air Act requirements. Conformity 
with the Clean Air Act takes place on two levels—first, at the regional level and second, at the project 
level. The proposed project must conform at both levels to be approved. 

Regional level conformity in California is concerned with how well the region is meeting the standards 
set for CO, NOX, O3, and PM.  At the regional level, RTPs are developed that include all of the 
transportation projects planned for a region over a period of years, usually at least 20. Based on the 
projects included in the RTP, an air quality model is run to determine whether or not the implementation 
of those projects would conform to emission budgets or other tests showing that attainment requirements 
of the Clean Air Act are met. If the conformity analysis is successful, the regional planning organization, 
such as the SCAG for Ventura County and the appropriate federal agencies, such as the FHWA, make the 
determination that the RTP is in conformity with the SIP for achieving the goals of the Clean Air Act. 
Otherwise, the projects in the RTP must be modified until conformity is attained. If the design and scope 
of the proposed transportation project are the same as described in the RTP, then the proposed project is 
deemed to meet regional conformity requirements for purposes of project-level analysis. 

Conformity at the project-level also requires “hot spot” analysis if an area is “nonattainment” or 
“maintenance: for CO and/or PM.  A region is a “nonattainment” area if one or more monitoring stations 
in the region fail to attain the relevant standard.  Areas that were previously designated as nonattainment 
areas but have recently met the standard are called “maintenance” areas.  “Hot spot” analysis is 
essentially the same, for technical purposes, as CO or PM analysis performed for National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) and CEQA purposes.  Conformity does include some specific standards for projects 
that require a “hot spot” analysis.  In general, projects must not cause the CO standard to be violated, and 
in “nonattainment” areas the project must not cause any increase in the number and severity of violations.  
If a known CO or PM violation is located in the project vicinity, the project must include measures to 
reduce or eliminate the existing violation(s) as well. 

Applicable Regulations and Rules 

Ventura County Air Pollution Control District (VCAPCD) regulations and rules applicable to the 
proposed project are listed in Table 16. 

Table 16 
Applicable VCAPCD Air Quality Compliance Rules 

Regulation Description 
Regulation III Rule 42.5 Asbestos Removal Fee 
Regulation IV Rule 51 Nuisance 
Regulation IV Rule 52 Particulate Matter – Concentration (Grain Loading) 
Regulation IV Rule 53 Particulate Matter –Process Weight 
Regulation IV Rule 54 Sulfur Compounds 
Regulation XI Rule 55 Fugitive Dust (Draft proposed adoption date 2008) 
Regulation IV Rule 57 Particulate Matter Emissions from Fuel Burning Equipment 
Regulation IV Rule 62.7 Asbestos – Demolition and Renovation 
Regulation IV Rule 64 Sulfur Content of Fuels 
Regulation IV Rule 69 Asphalt Air Blowing 
Regulation XI Rule 220 Conditional Approval of Authority to Construct or Permit to Operate 
Regulation XI Rule 221 Transportation Conformity 
Source: Ventura County Air Pollution Control District (2007). 



TETRA TECH, INC.  

Page 2-36 Los Angeles Avenue Road Widening  
Supplemental Initial Study/Environmental Assessment 

2.2.5.2 Affected Environment 

Air quality within the County is affected by the concentrations of various pollutants in the atmosphere.  
The amount of pollutants in the atmosphere is, in turn, affected by the interaction of three factors: local 
topography, the prevailing meteorological conditions, and the amount of pollution emitted into the 
atmosphere. 

Meterology and Climatogy 

Ventura County topography consists of the coastal shore, the coastal plain, coastal mountain ranges, and 
several inland valleys.  The Los Padres National Forest lies along the northern part of the County where 
the terrain is mountainous with altitudes reaching up to 2,682 meters (8,800 feet).  The Pacific Ocean 
borders the County in the south where altitude is sea level.  Consequently, temperature and precipitation 
throughout the County vary with elevation. 

The City of Moorpark lies in the southern part of the County where the climate is Mediterranean or dry 
summer subtropical.  The weather is cool and wet from November through April and warm and dry from 
May through October.  The Pacific Ocean, which borders the County on the southwest, has a moderating 
effect on temperature fluctuations.  The mean temperature in the City area ranges from 6.8 to 23.9 degrees 
Celsius (44.3 to 75.1 degrees Fahrenheit).  There are two air quality monitoring stations located within ten 
miles of the project site; Simi-Valley Cochran Street Station approximately ten miles to the east and 
Thousand Oaks-Moorpark Station approximately five miles to the south.  The climate and meteorological 
data from these two stations are provided below. The average daily temperature recorded at nearby 
meteorological stations in Thousand Oaks and Simi Valley ranges from 40 to 86 and 38 to 89 degrees 
Fahrenheit (°F), respectively.  Average temperature data are presented in Figure 10 and Figure 11, 
respectively. 

 

 

Figure 10 Average Temperature in Thousand Oaks, California 

 

MonthSource: http//cdec.water.ca.gov (2007) 

        Nov        Dec          Jan          Feb        Mar        Apr        May        Jun         Jul          Aug         Sep         Oct
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Figure 11 Average Temperature in Simi Valley, California 

 
 
Average annual rainfall for the area is 16 inches, most of which falls between November and April.  The 
incremental rainfall recorded at nearby meteorological stations in Thousand Oaks and Simi Valley are 
presented in Figure 12 and Figure 13, respectively.  The maximum rainfall in 2007 ranges from 0.42 to 
2.53 inches, respectively.   
 

 
 
 

Figure 12 Incremental Rainfall in Thousand Oaks, California 

 

        Nov        Dec          Jan          Feb        Mar        Apr        May       Jun        Jul          Aug         Sep         Oct 
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Source: http//cdec.water.ca.gov (2007) 
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Source: http//cdec.water.ca.gov (2007) 
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Figure 13 Incremental Rainfall in Simi Valley, California 

Winds are usually light during the nighttime hours, reaching average speeds of approximately 7 to 11 
miles per hour, and are most often southwesterly.   

Inversion conditions and stagnation are general atmospheric conditions that can contribute to 
concentration of pollutants.  The inversion acts as a lid and restricts the vertical dispersion of pollutants, 
thus increasing local pollutant concentrations.  Pollutants can be “trapped” in the inversion layer until heat 
lifts the layer or strong surface winds disperse the pollutants. 

The principal meteorological conditions that control dispersion are winds and turbulence (or mixing 
ability) of the atmosphere.  The wind direction determines which locations would be affected by a given 
source.  The wind speed, along with the degree of turbulence, controls the volume of air available for 
pollutant dilution.  Atmospheric stability is a measure of the mixing ability of the atmosphere and, 
therefore, its ability to disperse pollutants.  Greater turbulence and mixing are possible as the atmosphere 
becomes less stable, and thus pollutant dispersion increases.  In general, stable conditions occur most 
frequently during the nighttime and early morning hours.   

Project Air Quality (Ozone and PM Monitoring Data) 

As discussed above, there are two air quality monitoring stations within ten miles of the project site; 
Simi-Valley Cochran Street Station approximately ten miles to the east and Thousand Oaks-Moorpark 
Station approximately five miles to the south.  A summary of the most recent three years of ozone 
monitoring data for these stations is shown in Table 17 and Table 18.  These data indicate better air 
quality at the Thousand Oaks-Moorpark Station than the Simi-Valley Cochran Street Station.  These data 
also indicate improving air quality at the Thousand Oaks-Moorpark Station while no clear trend is 
indicated for the Simi-Valley Cochran Street Station 

O   N   D   J    F   M  A   M  J   J    A    S   O   N   D   O  N   D   J    F   M  A   M  J   J    A    S   O   N   D   O  N   D   J   F   M  A   M  J   J   A   S   O  

Month
Source: http//cdec.water.ca.gov (2007) 
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Table 17 
Ozone Air Quality Summary for the Simi Valley–Cochran Street Station 

Year Standards Exceeded (number of days) Maximum Concentration (ppm) 
 1hr state 1hr federal 8 hr federal 1hr-average  8hr-average 
2006 14 1 13 .130 .104 
2005 13 0 10 .121 .094 
2004 18 0 11 .122 .098 

Source: California Air Resources Board, California Air Quality Data - http://www.arb.ca.gov/aqd/aqdpage.htm (9/25/07) 
 

 
Table 18 

Ozone Air Quality Summary for the Thousand Oaks-Moorpark Road Station 

Year Standards Exceeded (number of days) Maximum Concentration (ppm) 
 1hr state 1hr federal 8 hr federal 1hr-average  8hr-average  
2006 2 0 0 .096 .082 
2005 2 0 0 .109 .082 
2004 5 0 4 .108 .090 

Source: California Air Resources Board, California Air Quality Data - http://www.arb.ca.gov/aqd/aqdpage.htm (9/25/07) 
 

A summary of the most recent three years of PM10 and PM2.5 monitoring data for these stations is shown 
on Table 19 and Table 20.  These data indicate better air quality at the Thousand Oaks-Moorpark Station 
than the Simi-Valley Cochran Street Station.  These data also indicate improving air quality at the Simi-
Valley Cochran Street Station while the data is insufficient to indicate a trend for the Thousand Oaks-
Moorpark Station 

Table 19 
PM Air Quality Summary for the Simi Valley–Cochran Street Station 

Year Standards Exceeded (number of days) Maximum Concentration (ppm) 
 PM10 PM2.5 Annual Average 
 24-hr state1  24-hr federal2,3 24 hr federal4 state federal 
2006 6.5 0 0 21.9 22.4 
2005 6.6 0 0 24.6 24.4 
2004 ND 0 0 ND 26.3 

Source: California Air Resources Board, California Air Quality Data - http://www.arb.ca.gov/aqd/aqdpage.htm (9/25/07) 
 ND = Insufficient data to determine value 

Notes: 1. Standard for state PM10 is 50 µg/m3 
2. Standard for federal PM10 is 150 µg/m3 

3. Due to a lack of evidence linking health problems to long-term exposure to coarse particle pollution, the federal 
agency revoked the annual PM10 standard in 2006 (effective December 17, 2006). 
4. The 2004 and 2005 federal standard for PM2.5 is 65 µg/m3.  The 2006 federal standard for PM2.5 is 35 µg/m3. 
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Table 20 
PM Air Quality Summary for the Thousand Oaks-Moorpark Road Station 

Year Standards Exceeded (number of days) Maximum Concentration (ppm) 
 PM10 PM2.5 Annual Average  
 24 hr state1  24 hr federal2,3 24 hr federal4 state federal 
2006 ND ND 0 ND ND 
2005 ND ND 0 ND ND 
2004 ND ND 0 ND 17.7 

Source: California Air Resources Board, California Air Quality Data - http://www.arb.ca.gov/aqd/aqdpage.htm (9/25/07) 
 ND = Insufficient data to determine value 

Notes: 1. Standard for state PM10 is 50 µg/m3 
2. Standard for federal PM10 is 150 µg/m3 

3. Due to a lack of evidence linking health problems to long-term exposure to coarse particle pollution, the federal 
agency revoked the annual PM10 standard in 2006 (effective December 17, 2006). 
4. The 2004 and 2005 federal standard for PM2.5 is 65 µg/m3.  The 2006 federal standard for PM2.5 is 35 µg/m3. 

 
2.2.5.3 Air Quality Conformity 

Under the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments, the U.S. Department of Transportation cannot fund, 
authorize, or approve federal actions to support programs or projects that are not first found to conform to 
State Implementation Plan (SIP) for achieving the goals of the Clean Air Act requirements. Conformity 
with the Clean Air Act takes place on two levels—first, at the regional level and second, at the project 
level. The proposed project must conform at both levels to be approved. 

Regional Air Quality Conformity 

A project is deemed to meet regional conformity if the design and scope of the proposed project are the 
same as described in the RTP and Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP). 

The proposed project has project identification number VEN34089 and is described as “Los Angeles 
Avenue Spring Street to Route 23 (Moorpark Avenue) widen from 4 to 6 lanes.” 

The proposed project is fully funded and is in the Destination 2030: 2004 RTP adopted in April 2004 
(SCAG 2004), which was found to conform by the Southern California Association of Governments 
(SCAG) on April 1, 2004, and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Federal Transit Agency 
(FTA) adopted the air quality conformity finding on June 7, 2004.  The proposed project is also included 
in SCAG financially constrained 2006 RTIP (SCAG 2006), Volume 3, The SCAG 2006 RTIP was found 
to conform by FHWA and FTA on October 2, 2006.  The design concept and scope of the proposed 
project are consistent with the project description in the 2006 RTIP, 2004 RTP, and the assumptions in 
the SCAG regional emissions analysis. 

Project Level Conformity 

If a project is located in a nonattainment or maintenance area for a given pollutant, then additional air 
quality analysis and reduction measures in regard to that pollutant is required.  The following sections 
address attainment status and required analysis for nonattainment in Ventura County. 
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Applicable Standards and Region Attainment Status 

The EPA classifies air quality within each Air Quality Control Region (AQCR) with regard to its 
attainment of federal primary and secondary NAAQS.  According to U.S. EPA guidelines, an area with 
air quality better than the NAAQS for a specific pollutant is designated attainment for that pollutant.  Any 
area not meeting ambient air quality standards is classified nonattainment.  When there is a lack of data 
for the U.S. EPA to define an area, the area is designated unclassified and treated as an attainment area 
until proven otherwise.  Pollutant concentrations within the Ventura Air Basin atmosphere are assessed 
relative to the federal and state ambient air quality standards. 

The County is in attainment for all standards except the federal standard for 1-hour O3, the federal and 
state standards for 8-hour O3, and the state 24-hour and annual average standards for PM less than 10 
microns in diameter (PM10); it is not designated for PM less than 2.5 microns in diameter (PM2.5).  
Applicable national and California Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS) and attainment status in 
Ventura County is summarized in Figure 14. 

Ozone Nonattainment 

Ozone is not produced directly by any pollutant source.  Instead, it is formed by a reaction between 
nitrogen oxides (NOx) and reactive organic compounds (ROCs) in the presence of sunlight.  A reduction 
in O3 is dependent on a reduction in NOx and ROC emissions.  Significant reduction in NOx and ROC 
emissions can be achieved through reducing the number of vehicle trips.  Reduction of these pollutants 
has the added benefit of reducing the concentration of entrained PM10 and PM2.5 emissions.   

Ozone concentrations are generally highest during the summer months and coincide with atmospheric 
inversions.  At their maximum, O3 concentrations tend to be regionally distributed.  This is due to the 
homogeneous dispersion of the precursor emissions in the atmosphere.  Hence, when an inversion occurs, 
the mixing of the precursor pollutants is within a much smaller volume of air  

Ventura County was classified as a severe nonattainment area for the federal 1-hour ozone standard in 
November 1990. However, emission controls have improved the long-term air quality trends, decreasing 
the number of days over the federal 1-hour standard. The region achieved the former federal 1-hour ozone 
standard during the 2000–2002 and the 2001–2003 periods. In 2004 and 2005, Ventura County 
experienced no exceedances of the federal 1-hr ozone standard. 

In June 2004, the United States Environmental Protection Agency’s (U.S. EPA) more health-protective 8-
hour ozone standard went into effect. The federal 1- hour ozone standard was revoked one year later on 
June 15, 2005. Based on the more protective 8-hour standard, Ventura County exceeded the ozone 
standard on 17 days in 2004 and 11 days in 2005; 15 of the 17 exceedances for 2004 and 10 of the 11 
exceedances for 2005 occurred at the Simi Valley regional area. 

Under the federal 8-hour standard, Ventura County is classified as a moderate nonattainment area 
(excluding the Channel Islands of Anacapa and San Nicolas Islands which are unclassified/attainment), 
with a 2010 attainment deadline. The District is required to prepare an 8-hour ozone State Implementation 
Plan (SIP) by June 2007.  
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Figure 14 Ambient Air Quality Standards 
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Figure 14 Ambient Air Quality Standards (Continued) 

Ventura County is also a severe nonattainment area for the State 1-hour ozone standard.  State air quality 
standards are more health protective than the federal standards (ARB approved a new State 8-hour ozone 
standard in April 2005, with special consideration for children’s health.  The State 1-hour ozone standard 
is retained.)  Even so, improvements in long-term air quality trends have reduced exceedances of the State 
1-hour standard from 99 days in 1990 to 17 days in 2005. 

CO “Hot Spot” Analysis 

Transportation-related projects raise a concern about the creation of a CO “hot spot” because CO is 
emitted as a component of vehicular exhaust.  The CO from vehicular exhaust may cause excessive and 
unacceptable concentrations of CO to accumulate near the vehicular traffic.  The accumulation is greatest 
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in the vicinity of slow moving and/or idling vehicles and is therefore a concern near congested roadways 
and intersections. 

The potential for the proposed project to create a CO “hot spot” was evaluated in accordance with the 
Transportation Project-Level Carbon Monoxide Protocol (Garza 1997, herein referred to as CO 
Protocol).  The CO Protocol’s process flow used in this analysis is presented in the Air Quality Technical 
Study (Tetra Tech 2008).  The determinations below were made to render the proposed project 
satisfactory.  The proposed project is: 

• Not exempt from all emissions analysis; 

• Not exempt from regional emission analyses; 

• Defined as regionally significant; 

• Not in federal attainment area; 

• Included in the 2006 RTP and TIP; 

• Design concept and/or scope has not changed significantly from regional analysis; 

• Not expected to worsen air quality; and 

• Project satisfactory and no further analysis is needed. 

Following the process to Level 7 of the CO Protocol analysis process, it was concluded that the proposed 
project requires no further analysis because it does not worsen air quality.  Per the CO Protocol, projects 
which are not considered likely to worsen air quality are satisfactory and require no further analysis.  A 
project is considered likely to worsen air quality if the project significantly: 

• Increases the percentage of vehicles operating in cold start mode; 

• Increases traffic volumes; or  

• Worsens traffic flow. 

The percentage of vehicles operating in cold start mode is forecast to remain the same with or without the 
proposed project for all hours of the day.  Traffic volumes are forecast to remain unchanged with 
implementation of the proposed project for all hours of the day.  Traffic congestion is forecast to remain 
the same or improve at all roadway and intersections affected by the proposed project (Austin-Foust 
2007).  Because the proposed project does not meet any of the criteria for a project likely to worsen air 
quality, the proposed project is satisfactory and requires no further analysis. 

Particulate Matter “Hot Spots” Analysis 

The proposed project is located in Ventura County, which is not in a federal PM2.5 and PM10 
nonattainment or maintenance area; therefore the proposed project requires no further analysis relative to 
PM2.5 and PM10.  The project adequately meets the conformity requirements stated in the Clean Air Act 
section 176(c)(1)(B), which is the statutory criterion that must be met by all projects in nonattainment and 
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maintenance areas that are subject to transportation conformity. Section 176(c)(1)(B) states that federally-
supported transportation projects must not "cause or contribute to any new violation of any standard in 
any area; increase the frequency or severity of any existing violation of any standard in any area; or delay 
timely attainment of any standard or any required interim emission reductions or other milestones in any 
area." 

To meet statutory requirements, the March 10, 2006 final rule requires PM2.5 and PM10 hot-spot analyses 
to be performed for projects of air quality concern. Qualitative hot-spot analyses would be done for these 
projects before appropriate methods and modeling guidance are available and quantitative PM2.5 and PM10 
hot-spot analyses are required under 40 CFR 93.123(b)(4). In addition, through the final rule, EPA 
determined that projects not identified in 40 CFR 93.123(b)(1) as projects of air quality concern have also 
met statutory requirements without any further hot-spot analyses (40 CFR 93.116(a)).  

The proposed project is not expected to be of concern to the air quality.  The March 10, 2006 final rule 
provided provisions for any new or expanded highway project that primarily services gasoline vehicle 
traffic (i.e., does not involve a significant number or increase in the number of diesel vehicles), including 
such projects involving congested intersections operating at Level-of-Service D, E, or F. Therefore, a 
qualitative hot-spot analysis is not required for the proposed project.  

In order to ensure attainment with federal PM2.5 and PM10 attainment levels, the project-level mitigation 
or control measures to reduce PM2.5 and PM10 will be established and will conform to Ventura Air 
Pollution Control District Rules and Regulations.  Standard PM mitigation measures will be incorporated 
during the construction portion of the proposed alternative. 

Mobile Source Air Toxics Analysis 

The Mobile Source Air Toxics (MSATs) analysis was conducted in accordance with the Interim 
Guidance on Air Toxic Analysis in NEPA Documents (FHWA 2006).  The MSAT analysis is included in 
the Air Quality Technical Study (Tetra Tech 2008) and summarized below. 

MSATs are a subset of the 188 air toxics defined by the Clean Air Act. The MSATs are compounds 
emitted from highway vehicles and non-road equipment. Some toxic compounds are present in fuel and 
are emitted to the air when the fuel evaporates or passes through the engine unburned. Other toxics are 
emitted from the incomplete combustion of fuels or as secondary combustion products. Metal air toxics 
also result from engine wear or from impurities in oil or gasoline.   

The proposed project is most appropriately considered category two, a project requiring qualitative 
analysis of MSATs.  The qualitative analysis presented in the Air Quality Technical Study (Tetra Tech 
2008) is based on prototype language provided in Appendix B of the FHWA guidance. 

Because the estimated VMT under both alternatives are nearly the same it is expected there would be no 
appreciable difference in overall MSAT emissions among the various alternatives. Also, regardless of the 
alternative chosen, emissions will likely be lower than present levels in the design year as a result of 
EPA's national control programs that are projected to reduce MSAT emissions by 57 to 87 percent 
between 2000 and 2020. Local conditions may differ from these national projections in terms of fleet mix 
and turnover, VMT growth rates, and local control measures.  However, the magnitude of the EPA-
projected reductions is so great (even after accounting for VMT growth) that MSAT emissions in the 
study area are likely to be lower in the future in nearly all cases. 



TETRA TECH, INC.  

Page 2-46 Los Angeles Avenue Road Widening  
Supplemental Initial Study/Environmental Assessment 

2.2.5.4 Impacts 

The following environmental issues were considered; no adverse impacts were identified.  Consequently, 
there is no further discussion regarding these issues in this document. 

• A CO “hot spot” is not expected to result from the implementation of the proposed 
project.  The proposed project is not expected to worsen air quality. 

• The PM2.5 and PM10 “hot” analyses does not apply due to the proposed project being 
located in a federal attainment area for PM2.5 and PM10.  The proposed project is not 
expected to be of concern to the air quality. 

• The MSAT analysis indicates that implementation of the proposed project is not likely to 
cause a significant increase in MSAT emissions.  The MSAT emissions in the study area 
are likely to be lower in the future in nearly all cases. 

Construction Impacts 

Construction activities that would be conducted at the proposed project’s site would include surface 
preparation, compacting, and asphalt and concrete paving.  The pollutants that are anticipated to result 
from construction of the proposed project are NOx, SO2, CO, PM10, and ROC. The proposed project is 
anticipated to be completed in 6 months.  Air quality impacts from the construction activities are 
calculated based on a completion period of 6 months. 

Different types of heavy equipment would be used throughout the construction phase of the proposed 
project.  During construction, it is estimated that not all equipment would operate simultaneously.  In 
addition, construction-related mobile source emissions would include mobile equipment traveling on-site 
and off-site, and construction workforce vehicles.  For the proposed project, resulting emissions from site 
preparation are generated from wind erosion, dirt piling, material handling, and entrained PM10 emissions 
from passenger vehicle and truck travel.  Resulting emissions from construction activities are presented in 
the Air Quality Technical Study (Tetra Tech 2008). 

Currently, quantitative thresholds are not in place for short-term/construction impacts occurring in the 
County.  However, projects within the County that have the potential to result in short-term impacts on 
the region’s air quality are required to adhere to VCAPCD emission mitigation measures. 

Emissions associated with site preparation and roadway construction activities were estimated using 
URBEMIS 2007 (Version 9.2.0). Emission sources include fugitive dust emissions from site grading 
activities, reactive organic gas (ROG) emissions from asphalt paving, and exhaust emissions from heavy 
duty equipment used for both site grading and paving activities.  The estimated contruction related 
emissions are shown on Table 21 

Technical assumptions used in the URBEMIS model and the modeling results are presented in the Air 
Quality Technical Study (Tetra Tech 2008). 

Operational Impacts 

Area sources generating incremental air quality impacts associated with the proposed project include 
landscape maintenance equipment such as lawn mowers, shredders/grinders, blowers, and trimmers.  
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Table 21 
Construction Emissions 

Pollutant Emission (lb/day) VCAPCD Threshold* (lb/day) 
ROG 6.19 25 
NOX 43.82 25 
CO 25.24 NA 
SO2 0.00 NA 
PM10 12.83 NA 

*Project is not in the Ojai planning area 
 Source: Ventura County Air Quality Assessment Guidelines 

 
The VCAPCD threshold of significance for long-term/operational emissions is 25 pounds per day of 
either NOx or ROC.  Long-term/operational air impacts are defined as the proposed project’s operational 
emissions.  The traffic study conducted for the proposed project indicates that traffic volumes are not 
forecast to increase significantly with implementation of the proposed project and traffic congestion is 
forecast to remain the same or improve at all roadway and intersections affected by the proposed project 
(Austin-Foust 2007).  Since an increase in operational emissions is not expected as a result of proposed 
project implementation, long-term operational emissions were not calculated. 

Cumulative Impacts 

The CEQA refers to cumulative impacts as “two or more individual effects which, when considered 
together, are considerable or which compound or increase other environmental impacts.”  According to 
the Ventura County Air Quality Assessment Guidelines (VCAQAG), a project is considered to have a 
significant cumulative adverse air quality impact if that project either is not consistent with the AQMP  
(VCAPCD 2004) or exceeds established thresholds.  The proposed project is consistent with the AQMP 
based on the criteria established in the VCAQAG.  The proposed project is not expected to violate any air 
quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or projected air quality violation.  No adverse 
impact is expected to result from the implementation of the proposed project. 

2.2.5.5 Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures 

Since the air pollutant levels in Ventura County exceed the state and federal ozone standards and the state 
PM10 standard, The VCAPCD recommends implementation of both “Fugitive Dust” and “ROC and 
NOX” construction mitigation measures 

Fugitive Dust Mitigation Plan 

In order to mitigate the particulate matter emissions associated with the construction phase of the 
proposed project, the following fugitive dust mitigation plan will be implemented: 

1. The area disturbed by clearing, grading, earth moving, or excavation operations shall be 
minimized to prevent excessive amounts of dust. 

2. Pre-grading/excavation activities shall include watering the area to be graded or 
excavated before commencement of grading or excavation operations. Application of 
water (preferably reclaimed, if available) should penetrate sufficiently to minimize 
fugitive dust during grading activities. 
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3. Fugitive dust produced during grading, excavation, and construction activities shall be 
controlled by the following activities: 

a) All trucks shall be required to cover their loads as required by California Vehicle Code 
§23114. 

b) All graded and excavated material, exposed soil areas, and active portions of the 
construction site, including unpaved on-site roadways, shall be treated to prevent 
fugitive dust. Treatment shall include, but not necessarily be limited to, periodic 
watering, application of environmentally-safe soil stabilization materials, and/or roll-
compaction as appropriate. Watering shall be done as often as necessary and reclaimed 
water shall be used whenever possible. 

4. Graded and/or excavated inactive areas of the construction site shall be monitored by 
(indicate by whom) at least weekly for dust stabilization. Soil stabilization methods, such 
as water and roll-compaction, and environmentally-safe dust control materials, shall be 
periodically applied to portions of the construction site that are inactive for over four 
days. If no further grading or excavation operations are planned for the area, the area 
should be seeded and watered until grass growth is evident, or periodically treated with 
environmentally-safe dust suppressants, to prevent excessive fugitive dust. 

5. Signs shall be posted on-site limiting traffic to 15 miles per hour or less. 

6. During periods of high winds (i.e., wind speed sufficient to cause fugitive dust to impact 
adjacent properties), all clearing, grading, earth moving, and excavation operations shall 
be curtailed to the degree necessary to prevent fugitive dust created by on-site activities 
and operations from being a nuisance or hazard, either off-site or on-site. The site 
superintendent/supervisor shall use his/her discretion in conjunction with the APCD in 
determining when winds are excessive. 

7. Adjacent streets and roads shall be swept at least once per day, preferably at the end of 
the day, if visible soil material is carried over to adjacent streets and roads. 

8. Personnel involved in grading operations, including contractors and subcontractors, 
should be advised to wear respiratory protection in accordance with California Division 
of Occupational Safety and Health regulations.   

ROC and NOX Construction Mitigation Plan 

1. Minimize equipment idling time. 

2. Maintain equipment engines in good condition and in proper tune as per manufacturers’ 
specifications. 

3. Lengthen the construction period during smog season (May through October), to 
minimize the number of vehicles and equipment operating at the same time. 

4. Use alternatively fueled construction equipment, such as compressed natural gas (CNG), 
liquefied natural gas (LNG), or electric, if feasible. 
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2.2.6 Noise 

2.2.6.1 Regulatory Setting 

Under CEQA, a substantial noise increase may result in a significant adverse environmental effect.  If so, 
the noise increase must be mitigated or identified as a noise impact for which no feasible mitigation is 
available.  Specific economic, social, environmental, legal, and technological conditions may make noise 
mitigation measures infeasible. Under NEPA, impacts and measures to mitigate adverse impacts must be 
identified, including the identification of impacts for which no mitigation or only partial mitigation is 
available.  The FHWA regulations (Title 23, Part 772 of the Code of Federal Regulations) constitute the 
federal noise standard.  Projects complying with this standard are also in compliance with the 
requirements stemming from NEPA. 

Caltrans Noise Standards 

For highway transportation projects with Federal Highway Administration involvement, and the 
Department’s, as assigned, the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1970 and the associated implementing 
regulations (23 Code of Federal Regulations 772) govern the analysis and abatement of traffic noise 
impacts. The regulations require that potential noise impacts in areas of frequent human use be identified 
during planning and design of a highway project. The regulations contain noise abatement criteria that are 
used to determine when a noise impact would occur. The noise abatement criteria differ depending on the 
type of land use under analysis. For example, the criterion for residences (67 decibels) is lower that the 
criterion for commercial areas with exterior frequent human use (72 decibels). Table 22 lists the noise 
abatement criteria for use in the National Environmental Policy Act and 23 Code of Federal Regulations 
772 analyses. 23 CFR 772 requires that construction noise impacts be identified, but does not specify 
specific methods or abatement criteria for evaluating construction noise. However, the FHWA Roadway 
Construction Noise Model (Federal Highway Administration 2006) can be used to determine if 
construction would result in adverse construction noise impacts on land uses or activities in the project 
area. 
Traffic Noise Analysis Protocol for New Highway Construction Projects. Projects governed by 
Caltrans Noise Assessment Protocol are considered Type 1; a noise analysis is required for all Type 1 
projects.  A Type 1 project is defined in the 23 CFR 772 as follows: 

• Proposed federal or federal aid highway project for the construction of a highway on a 
new location or the physical alteration of an existing highway, which changes either  
horizontal or vertical alignment or increases the number of through traffic lanes. 

In accordance with the Caltrans’ Traffic Noise Analysis Protocol for New Highway Construction and 
Reconstruction Projects, October 1998, a noise impact occurs when the future noise level associated with 
the project results in a substantial increase in noise level (defined as a 12 A-weighted decibels [dBA] or 
more increase) or when the future noise level associated with the project approaches or exceeds the Noise 
Abatement Criteria (NAC) (Table 22).   

California Streets and Highways Code, Section 216.  Section 216 of the California Streets and 
Highway Code contains provisions for regulating noise levels affecting classrooms, libraries, 
multipurpose rooms, and spaces used for pupil personnel services of a public or private elementary or 
secondary school.  The code states that if interior noise levels produced by freeway traffic, or by the 
construction of a freeway exceeds 52 dBA, Caltrans will undertake a noise abatement program in any 
such classroom, library, multi-purpose room, or space used for pupil personnel service to reduce the 
freeway traffic noise level therein to 52 dBA Leq, or less.  Measures include but are not limited to 
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installing acoustical materials, eliminating windows, installing air conditioning, or constructing sound 
baffle structures. 

 

Table 22 
Noise Abatement Criteria 

Activity 
Category 

NAC 
Hourly A-Weighted 

Noise Level, dBA Leq (h) Description of Activities 
A 57 Exterior Lands on which serenity and quiet are of extraordinary significance 

and serve an important public need and where the preservation of 
those qualities is essential if the area is to continue to serve its 
intended purpose 

B 67 Exterior Picnic areas, recreation areas, playgrounds, active sport areas, parks, 
residences, motels, hotels, schools, churches, libraries, and hospitals. 

C 72 Exterior Developed lands, properties, or activities not included in Categories 
A or B above 

D --- Undeveloped lands. 
E 52 Interior Residence, motels, hotels, public meeting rooms, schools, churches, 

libraries, hospitals, and auditoriums 
 
Notes:  dBA: A-weighted decibel scale which simulates the range of sound that is audible by the human ear. 
 Leq:  The long-term A-weighted sound level.  This describes a time varying noise energy as a steady noise level. 
 
The FHWA Traffic Noise Model (TNM 2.5) calculates Leq(h) for the loudest hour of the day.  The two 
24-hr measurements for this project indicated that the CNEL level is equal to Leq(h).  Using an “approach 
or exceed” criteria of within 2 dB of the NAC for Caltrans Activity Category B will allow the City’s 
standards and Caltrans standards to be compatible.   

City of Moorpark Noise Standards 

Noise Element of the General Plan. The City’s Noise Standards are contained in the City’s General Plan 
Noise Element (City of Moorpark 1998).  These standards address transportation-related noise impacts for 
various land use categories.  For residential land use, the exterior noise standard is 65 dBA Community 
Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL) and the interior noise standard is 45 dBA CNEL (City of Moorpark 
1998).  The CNEL includes a 5-decibel penalty for evening noise (7:00 pm to 10:00 p.m.) in addition to 
the 10-decibel “penalty” for nighttime noise.   

Municipal Code. The City’s Municipal Code limits hours of construction to the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. on weekdays and prohibits construction on weekends and legal holidays (City of Moorpark 
2003). 
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2.2.6.2 Affected Environment 

A Noise Impact Analysis was performed in support of the proposed project by Acentech in 2006 and 
2008.  This description of the affected environment is summarized from the technical study.   

The land uses along Los Angeles Avenue between Moorpark Avenue and Spring Road include 
commercial land uses at the east and west ends of the project area with multi-family, single family, and 
undeveloped land uses in between.  The existing noise conditions within the proposed project area and 
surrounding area are impacted by the traffic on Los Angeles Avenue.  

The first row of noise receivers from the roadway includes 22 one-story single family units, 15 two-story 
single family units, and three multi-family buildings containing 18 first floor units.  The multi-family 
buildings have second story units.  Flory Elementary School is located at 240 Flory Avenue and is about 
91.4 meters (300 feet) north of Los Angeles Avenue.   

Background noise measurements were conducted to document existing noise levels at a representative 
location, 312 Sarah Avenue, approximately 304.8 meters (1,000 feet) north of the project alignment (see 
Figure 2).  The measured background noise was 56 dBA. 

Existing noise levels were measured at four representative locations.  These noise levels were used to 
calibrate the noise prediction model with concurrent traffic counts and to establish the hour of highest 
noise levels.  In addition to the four measurement locations, 44 representative receptors (R) were 
evaluated for potential noise impacts resulting from the proposed project, bringing the total number of 
modeled locations to 48.  Of the 48 modeled locations, one will be acquired (R3) and three were 
undeveloped sites or represented a measurement location.  The existing noise levels approached within 1 
dBA or exceeded the NAC at eleven locations (Table 23).  Traffic noise in the project area was found to 
peak between 7:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.  
 
 

Table 23 Existing Noise Levels 

        
Receptor Address/Name  Existing Noise Exceeds 

No. of Building/Apartment  Levels NAC 
      Leq(h), dBA (67 dBA) 

R 1A The Fountains Apartments 67 Yes 
R 1 The Fountains Apartments 69 Yes 
R 2 The Fountains Apartments 66 No 
R 2A The Fountains Apartments 64 No 
R 3 148 E. Los Angeles Avenue 71 Yes 
R 4 Regal Park Apartments 70 Yes 
R 5 4967/4979 Big Ben Court 62 No 
R 6 4978 Big Ben Court 65 No 
R 7 240 E. Los Angeles Avenue 61 No 
R 8 250 E. Los Angeles Avenue 71 Yes 
R 9A Undeveloped Land 68 Yes 
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2.2.6.3 Impacts 

The proposed improvements along Los Angeles Avenue (SR-118) by widening the existing facility to its 
ultimate configuration at various locations within the project limits would result in an increase in vehicle 
capacity and an improved level of service (LOS).  Due to the increase of vehicle capacity, potential traffic 
noise impacts would result. Currently, vehicular traffic on SR-118/Los Angeles Avenue is the major noise 
source. The worst-case traffic noise would occur when 750 vehicles per lane per hour are traveling on Los 
Angeles Avenue.  Under worst-case traffic conditions, 27 of the 48 modeled receptors would be exposed 
to traffic noise approaching or exceeding the 67 dBA NAC.  Feasible and reasonable noise abatements 
were considered for these receptors.   

Table 23 Existing Noise Levels (Continued) 
        

Receptor  Address/Name  Existing Noise Exceeds 
No.  of Building/Apartment  Levels NAC 

     Leg (h), dBA  (67 dBA) 
R 12 102 Moonsong Court 58 No 
R 13 110 Moonsong Court 58 No 
R 14 116 Moonsong Court 58 No 
R 15 124 Moonsong Court 58 No 
R 16 130 Moonsong Court 58 No 
R 17 138 Moonsong Court 57 No 
R 18 144 Moonsong Court 57 No 
R 19 152 Moonsong Court 57 No 
R 20 158 Moonsong Court 57 No 
R 21 166 Moonsong Court 58 No 
R 22 172 Moonsong Court 57 No 
R 23 180 Moonsong Court 57 No 
R 24 186 Moonsong Court 57 No 
R 25 192 Moonsong Court 57 No 
R 26 240 Sherman Avenue 63 No 
R 27 252 Sherman Avenue. 61 No 
R 28 266 Sherman Avenue 61 No 
R 29 278 Sherman Avenue. 61 No 
R 30 290 Sherman Avenue 62 No 
R 31 306 Sherman Avenue 64 No 
R 32 318 Sherman Avenue 65 No 
R 33 330 Sherman Avenue 64 No 
R 34 344 Sherman Avenue 65 No 
R 35 356 Sherman Avenue 63 No 
R 36 368 Sherman Avenue 63 No 
R 37 380 Sherman Avenue. 63 No 
R 38 394 Sherman Avenue 62 No 
R 39 412 Sherman Avenue 62 No 
R 40 426 Sherman Avenue 64 No 
R 41 442 Sherman Avenue 62 No 
R 42 458 Sherman Avenue 62 No 
R 43 480 Sherman Avenue 64 No 
R 44 Flory Elementary School 53 No 
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Long-term Operational Noise 

Future traffic conditions were evaluated for the proposed project alternatives: future (2025) no build and 
future (2025) build. Future year 2025 noise levels were determined without soundwall conditions.  Please 
refer to the Noise Impact Analysis (Acentech 2008) for details on the modeling analysis.  Of the 48 
modeled locations: 

• One property (R3) would be acquired by the project; 

• Three were not developed or else represented a measurement location;   

• Seventeen locations would not qualify for abatement (were less than 66 dBA Leq(h)); and 

• Twenty-seven would approach or exceed the NAC.  

No receptor locations would experience a substantial increase over their corresponding existing modeled 
noise levels.  A noise impact occurs when the future noise level associated with the project results in a 
substantial increase in noise level (defined as a 12 A-weighted dBA or more increase) or when the future 
noise level associated with the project approaches or exceeds the NAC. 

Soundwalls were analyzed for all receptor locations that would be exposed or would continue to be 
exposed to traffic noise levels that approach or exceed the NAC (Figures 15a and 15b; Table 24). 

Short-term Construction Noise 

Two types of short-term noise impacts would occur during project construction:   

• Construction crew commutes and the transport of construction equipment and materials 
to the project site would incrementally raise noise levels on access roads leading to the 
site. The pieces of heavy equipment for grading and construction activities would be 
moved on site for the duration of each construction phase, and would not add to the daily 
traffic volume in the project vicinity.  A high single event noise exposure potential at a  
maximum level of 87 dBA Lmax at 15 meters (50 feet) would exist. Lmax is the highest 
instantaneous sound level measured during a specified period.  However, the projected 
construction traffic would be small when compared to existing traffic volumes on Los 
Angeles Avenue and other affected streets, and its associated long-term noise level 
change would not be perceptible.  Under controlled conditions in an acoustics laboratory, 
the trained, healthy human ear is able to discern changes in sound levels of 1 dBA when 
exposed to steady, single-frequency signals in the mid-frequency range.  Outside such  
controlled conditions, the trained ear can detect changes of 2 dBA in normal 
environmental noise. It is widely accepted that the average healthy ear, however, can 
barely perceive noise level changes of 3 dBA.  A change of 5 dBA is readily perceptible, 
and a change of 10 dBA is perceived as being twice or half as loud. As discussed above, a 
doubling of sound energy results in a 3dBA increase in sound, which means that a 
doubling of sound energy (e.g., doubling the volume of traffic on a highway) would result 
in a barely perceptible change in sound level.  Short-term construction related worker 
commutes and equipment transport noise impacts would be less than substantial. 
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• Noise would be generated during excavation, grading, and roadway construction. 
Construction is performed in discrete steps, each of which has its own mix of equipment 
and, consequently, its own noise characteristics.  These various sequential phases would 
change the character of the noise generated and, therefore, the noise levels along the 
project alignment as construction progresses. 

Typical noise levels at 15 meters (50 feet) from an active construction area range up to 91 dBA Lmax 
during the noisiest construction phases. The site preparation phase, which includes grading and paving, 
tends to generate the highest noise levels, because the noisiest construction equipment is earthmoving 
equipment. Earthmoving equipment includes excavating machinery such as backfillers, bulldozers, and 
front loaders. Earthmoving and compacting equipment includes compactors, scrapers, and graders. 
Typical operating cycles for these types of construction equipment may involve one or two minutes of full 
power operation followed by three or four minutes at lower power settings. 

Construction of the proposed project is expected to require the use of earthmovers, bulldozers, water 
trucks, and pickup trucks. Noise associated with the use of construction equipment is estimated between 
79 and 89 dBA Lmax at a distance of 15 meters (50 feet) from the active construction area for the grading 
phase. The worst case composite noise level at the nearest residence during this phase of construction 
would be 91 dBA Lmax (at a distance of 15 meters (50 feet) from an active construction area).  If the pile 
driving is conducted concurrently with the site preparation, the construction site could potentially 
generate noise levels of 93 dBA Lmax at a distance of 15 meters (50 feet). 

The closest sensitive receptor locations are located 15 meters (50 feet) from the project construction areas. 
Therefore, these receptor locations may be subject to short-term noise reaching 93 dBA Lmax generated 
by construction activities along the project alignment. 

2.2.6.4 Noise Abatement 

Noise Abatement Criteria 

Caltrans’s Traffic Noise Analysis Protocol sets forth the criteria for determining when an abatement 
measure is reasonable and feasible.  A minimum of 5 dBA reduction in the future noise level must be 
achieved for an abatement measure to be considered feasible.  Other considerations include topography, 
access requirements, other noise sources, and safety considerations.  The reasonableness determination is 
a cost-benefit analysis. Factors used in determining whether a proposed noise abatement measure is 
reasonable include residents’ acceptance, the absolute noise level, build versus existing noise, 
environmental impacts of abatement, public and local agency input, newly constructed development 
versus development pre-dating 1978, and the cost per benefited resident. 

Noise abatement measures were evaluated for receptors that would be or would continue to be exposed to 
traffic noise levels approaching or exceeding the NAC for proposed project.  Soundwalls were evaluated 
to reduce the noise levels at these receptor locations.  Six soundwalls were evaluated in areas adjacent to 
the impacted receptors at five different wall heights, 6, 8, 10, 12, and 14 feet along the right-of-way.   

Of the six soundwalls analyzed, all were feasible (reduced noise levels by 5 dBA) and one, SW1Awas 
reasonable.  The soundwalls considered, along with the receptors protected, and number of benefited 
residences are listed in Table 25.  A summary of which soundwalls are reasonable and feasible is also 
presented in Table 25. 
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The following barriers were analyzed to protect the sensitive receptor locations exposed to traffic noise 
levels approaching or exceeding the NAC: 

SW 1 - Soundwall 1 represents a 150 m (492 ft) barrier that would follow the right-of-way in front of the 
Fountains Apartments to protect 10 multi-family residences represented by receptors R1, R1A, R2, and 
R2A.  Soundwall 1 would replace the existing 6 ft property wall on private property with a 12 ft 
soundwall.   

SW 1A - Soundwall 1A represents a 57 m (187 ft) barrier that would follow the right-of-way in front of 
the Regal Park Apartments to protect 6 multi-family residences represented by receptor R4.   

SW 2 - Soundwall 2 represents a 52 m (171 ft) barrier was analyzed along the right-of-way to protect the 
single family residences represented by receptors R7 and R8.  If soundwall 2 were to be built, it would 
block the driveway access to the property represented by receptor R7. The City of Moorpark thus has the 
option of acquiring this property or proceeding with unusual abatement mitigation in the form of double 
pane windows and noise insulation for this residence. 

SW 3 - Soundwall 3 represents a 55 m (181 ft) barrier was analyzed along the right-of-way to protect the 
single family residence represented by receptor R10.  Caltrans has indicated a concern regarding street 
access as a result of this soundwall.  However, a developer is planning on building on this property and 
the City feels after this re-development there will not be an access issue with the soundwall. 

SW 4 - Soundwall 4 represents a 37 m (121 ft) barrier was analyzed at the right-of-way to protect the 
single family residence represented by receptor R11.   

SW 5 - Soundwall 5 represents a 365 m (1198 ft) barrier was analyzed along the right-of-way to protect 
the single family residences represented by receptors R26 through R43.  The City of Moorpark does not 
intend on replacing this existing property wall.   
 
When the noise level exceeds the Noise Abatement Criteria (NAC) a soundwall is considered “feasible” 
to build.  If the noise impacts and cost meet the six requirements of “reasonableness” the soundwall will 
be considered reasonable.  If a soundwall is found to be both feasible and reasonable the soundwall will 
be constructed in accordance with FHWA guidelines and CEQA. 

 
Table 25 shows the adjusted cost allowance for each benefited resident based upon an estimated project 
cost of $1,934,793.00, the total allowance for each soundwall and the aggregate allowance for all 
soundwalls considered feasible.2  SW 1, SW 2, SW 3, SW 4, and SW 5 were not reasonable because the 
estimated cost of the proposed soundwall exceeded the total reasonable allowance.  SW 1A was 
reasonable because the estimated cost of the proposed soundwall did not exceed the total reasonable 
allowance.  

Traffic noise impacts were also evaluated against the City’s noise standard of 65 dBA CNEL.  Soundwall 
1 at 3.7 m (12 ft) would reduce traffic noise levels below the City noise standard.  Soundwall 1A at 2.4 m 
(8 ft) and all heights within the city height limits would not reduce traffic noise below the City noise 
standards.  Soundwall 2 at 2.4 m (8 ft) would not reduce traffic noise below the City noise standards but 
3.0 m (10 ft) would reduce traffic noise below the City noise standards.  Soundwall 3 at 2.4 m (8 ft) 
would not reduce traffic noise below the City noise standards and all heights within the city height limits 
would not reduce traffic noise below the City noise standards.  Soundwall 4 at 2.4 m (8 ft) would not 
                                                      
2  Caltrans, Traffic Noise Analysis Protocol, Section 2.8.2, October 1998. 
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reduce traffic noise below the City noise standards but 3.0 m (10 ft) would reduce traffic noise below the 
City noise standards.  Soundwall 5 at 3.7 m (14 ft) would reduce traffic noise below the City noise 
standards. 
 



 

SO URC E: Acentech, Inc.

M O NITO RING  AND  REC EPTO R
LO C ATIO NS, WEST END 

LO S ANG ELES AVENU E RO AD
W IDENING

M O O RPARK , C ALIFO RNIA

FIG URE NO . 15a 

G
ra

ph
ic

s:
\C

om
m

er
ci

al
\1

63
50

-1
6.

10
 L

A
 R

oa
d 

W
id

en
in

g\
73

16
.a

i



TETRA TECH, INC.  

Page 2-58 Los Angeles Avenue Road Widening  
Supplemental Initial Study/Environmental Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page intentionally left blank. 



 
 

  
 

 

SO URC E: Acentech, Inc.

M O NITO RING  AND  REC EPTO R
LO C ATIO NS, E AST END 

LO S ANG ELES AVENU E RO AD
W IDENING

M O O RPARK , C ALIFO RNIA

FIG URE NO . 15b 

G
ra

ph
ic

s:
\C

om
m

er
ci

al
\1

63
50

-1
6.

10
 L

A
 R

oa
d 

W
id

en
in

g\
73

17
.a

i



TETRA TECH, INC.  

Page 2-60 Los Angeles Avenue Road Widening  
Supplemental Initial Study/Environmental Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page intentionally left blank. 



 TETRA TECH, INC. 

Los Angeles Avenue Road Widening      Page 2-61 
Supplemental Initial Study/Environmental Assessment 



TETRA TECH, INC.  

Page 2-62  Los Angeles Avenue Road Widening  
Supplemental Initial Study/Environmental Assessment 

 



 TETRA TECH, INC. 

Los Angeles Avenue Road Widening Page 2-63 
Supplemental Initial Study/Environmental Assessment 

 
 



TETRA TECH, INC.  

Los Angeles Avenue Road Widening Page 2-64 
Supplemental Initial Study/Environmental Assessment 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This page intentionally left blank. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 TETRA TECH, INC. 

Los Angeles Avenue Road Widening Page 2-65 
Supplemental Initial Study/Environmental Assessment 

2.2.6.5 Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures 
 
To reduce the potential impacts from construction, construction activities shall conform to Section 5-I, 
“Sound Control Requirements,” in the Standard Special Provisions: 
 

Sound control shall conform to the provisions in Section 7-1.011, Sound Control 
Requirements, of the Standard Specifications and these special provisions.  The noise 
level from the Contractor’s operations, between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 6:00a.m., 

 shall not exceed 86 dBA at a distance of 15 meter (50 feet).  This requirement in no way 
 relieves the contractor from responsibility for complying with local ordinances regulating 
 noise level.  The noise level requirement shall apply to the equipment on the job or related 
 to the job, including but not limited to trucks, transit mixer or transient equipment that 
 may or may not be owned by the contractor.  The use of loud signals shall be avoided in 
 favor of light warnings except those required by safety laws for the protection of 
 personnel.  Full compensation for conforming to the requirements of this section shall be 
 considered as included in the prices paid for the various contract items of work involved 
 and no additional payment will be allowed therefore.   
 
The City of Moorpark intends to build and fund Soundwalls 1A, 2, 3, and 4.  In order to build Soundwall 
2, the City must acquire the property represented by R7 prior to construction because the soundwall 
would block the driveway access to this property.  Caltrans has indicated a concern regarding street 
access as a result of building Soundwall 3.  However, a developer is planning on building on this property 
and the City feels after this re-development there will not be an access issue with Soundwall 3.  The City 
of Moorpark will not be acquiring R10 so a notice will be sent by the City to this property owner to 
determine if they want to build Soundwall 3 or not.  In areas that conventional soundwalls will be cost 
prohibited, the City wants to provide abatement in the form of double pane windows and noise insulation 
for the residential structures.  FHWA/Caltrans will have no involvement in the funding of the soundwalls 
that don’t meet the feasibility and reasonableness criteria.  It should also be noted that any other 
abatement measures would be funded by the City of Moorpark.   
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2.3 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

The biological information described within this section is based on the results of a search of the 
California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) Natural Diversity Data Base, on a site visit completed 
by Tetra Tech on January 31, 2006, and on a Biological Assessment completed by the Planning 
Corporation (2004).  A query of the CDFG Natural Diversity Data Base was conducted on December 2, 
2005, to determine the known locations of any candidate, sensitive, or special-status species in the project 
area (CDFG 2005).  During the site visit conducted on January 31, 2006, the results of the Planning 
Corporation survey were verified, and a general survey of the biological resources within the project site 
was conducted.  The Biological Assessment was completed by conducting a field survey of the project 
area on January 13, 2004 (Planning Corporation 2004).  During completion of this field survey, portions 
of the northern and southern roadside were carefully inspected to assess possible impacts on biological 
resources on-site.   

The project site is located in an urban area that is highly developed and contains no natural habitat.  
Various trees are located within the urban project area.  The majority of the project area contains 
previously graded and improved surfaces, and a portion of the southern roadside is dirt with ruderal 
vegetation.  The northern roadside is hardscape (sidewalk, block wall, curb, gutter) that contains junipers, 
box shrubs, and creeping vines.  Palm trees, pine trees, and other ornamental non-native trees are also 
found within the project area.  Non-native grasses and shrubs previously found within the project area 
included Bermuda grass, rabbit’s foot grass, oleander, Russian thistle, and juniper (Planning Corporation 
2004). 

2.3.1 Natural Communities  

This section of the document discusses natural communities of concern.  The focus of this section is on 
biological communities, not individual plant or animal species. This section also includes information on 
wildlife corridors and habitat fragmentation. Wildlife corridors are areas of habitat used by wildlife for 
seasonal or daily migration. Habitat fragmentation involves the potential for dividing sensitive habitat and 
thereby lessening its biological value.  

2.3.1.1 Affected Environment 

Habitat areas that have been designated as critical habitat under the Federal Endangered Species Act 
(FESA) are discussed in the threatened and endangered species section.  There are no federally protected 
wetlands or other waters located on the project site.  The proposed project site is not included in any state, 
regional, or local habitat conservation plan and therefore does not conflict with the provisions of any such 
plans.   

2.3.1.2 Impacts 

Due to the lack of native habitat at the project site and its highly developed nature, it is unlikely to be used 
as a wildlife corridor or wildlife nursery site.  No animals were observed during the field survey 
conducted by the Planning Corporation (2004).  Since the project involves the widening of an existing 
highway, no new impacts on the movement of wildlife species would be generated.  Therefore, the 
proposed project would have a less than significant impact on the movement of any wildlife species, 
established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or the use of native wildlife nursery sites.  The 
project area does not contain coastal sage scrub habitat or chaparral habitat.  No riparian habitat or aquatic 
habitat has been found at the project site (CDFG 2005). 
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2.3.1.3 Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures 

No avoidance, minimization and/or mitigation measures are required for natural communities. 

2.3.2 Wetlands and Other Waters 

There are no federally protected wetlands or other waters located on the proposed project site. 

2.3.3 Plant Species 

2.3.3.1 Regulatory Setting 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and CDFG share regulatory responsibility for the 
protection of special-status plant species. “Special-status” species are selected for protection because they 
are rare and/or subject to population and habitat declines. Special status is a general term for species that 
are afforded varying levels of regulatory protection. The highest level of protection is given to threatened 
and endangered species; these are species that are formally listed or proposed for listing as endangered or 
threatened under the FESA and/or the California Endangered Species Act (CESA). Please see the 
Threatened and Endangered Species section 2.3.5 in this document for detailed information regarding 
these species.  

This section of the document discusses all the other special-status plant species, including CDFG fully 
protected species and species of special concern, USFWS candidate species, and non-listed California 
Native Plant Society (CNPS) rare and endangered plants. 

The regulatory requirements for FESA can be found at 16 U.S.C., Section 1531, et. seq. See also 50 CFR 
Part 402.  The regulatory requirements for CESA can be found at California Fish and Game Code, 
Section 2050, et seq. Caltrans projects are also subject to the Native Plant Protection Act, found at Fish 
and Game Code, Sections 1900-1913, and the CEQA, Public Resources Code, Sections 2100-21177. 

2.3.3.2 Affected Environment 

Given the lack of native vegetation at the project site and the lack of previous observations of special-
status species within the site (CDFG 2005), no special-status species are expected to occur within the site.   

2.3.3.3 Impacts 

The proposed project would have no impacts on candidate, sensitive, or special-status plant species. 

2.3.3.4 Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures 

No avoidance, minimization and/or mitigation measures are required for candidate, sensitive, or special-
status plant species 

2.3.4 Animal Species 

2.3.4.1 Regulatory Setting 

Many state and federal laws regulate impacts to wildlife. The USFWS, the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries) and the CDFG are responsible for 
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implementing these laws. This section discusses potential impacts and permit requirements associated 
with wildlife not listed or proposed for listing under the state or federal Endangered Species Act. Species 
listed or proposed for listing as threatened or endangered are discussed in section 2.3.5 below. All other 
special-status animal species are discussed here, including CDFG fully protected species and species of 
special concern, and USFWS or NOAA Fisheries candidate species.   

Federal laws and regulations pertaining to wildlife include the following: 

• National Environmental Policy Act 

• Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

• Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act 

State laws and regulations pertaining to wildlife include the following: 

• California Environmental Quality Act 

• Sections 1601–603 of the Fish and Game Code 

• Sections 4150 and 4152 of the Fish and Game Code 

2.3.4.2 Affected Environment 

The following is a summary of the results of the search of the CDFG Natural Diversity Data Base (Table 
26) (CDFG 2005).  The burrowing owl has been previously reported at a location in upper Dry Canyon, 2 
miles north of Simi Valley and south of Big Mountain.  This species has not been found previously within 
the project site.  Although the coastal California gnatcatcher has been previously reported at a location a 
half-mile north of Moorpark and Little Simi Valley, this species has not been observed within the project 
site.  In addition, the project area does not contain coastal sage scrub habitat, within which the coastal  



 TETRA TECH, INC. 

Los Angeles Avenue Road Widening Page 2-69 
Supplemental Initial Study/Environmental Assessment 

Table 26 
CDFG Natural Diversity Data Base 

Common Name Scientific Name
Federal 
Status1

State 
Status2

CNPS 
Status3

PLANTS
Plummer's mariposa lily Calochortus plummerae 1B
Round-leaved filaree Erodium macrophyllum 2
California Orcutt grass Orcuttia californica FE SE 1B
Lyon's pentachaeta Pentachaeta lyonii FE SE 1B

WILDLIFE
Birds
Burrowing owl Athene cunicularia CSC
Coastal California gnatcatcher Polioptila californica californica FT CSC
Least Bell's vireo Vireo bellii pusillus FE SE

Fish
Santa Ana sucker Catostomus santaanae FT CSC
Arroyo chub Gila orcutti CSC

Invertebrates
Riverside fairy shrimp Streptocephalus woottoni FE

Mammals
San Diego desert woodrat Neotoma lepida intermedia CSC

Reptiles
Coastal western whiptail Aspidoscelis tigris stejnegeri
Coast (San Diego) horned lizard Phrynosoma coronatum (blainvillei) CSC
Two-striped garter snake Thamnophis hammondii CSC

Amphibians
Western spadefoot Spea (=Scaphiopus) hammondii CSC

Notes: Sources:  
1Federal Status: Species listed were found in the California Department of Fish 
FE    Federally listed Endangered and Game (CDFG) Natural Diversity Data Base 
FT    Federally listed Threatened for the Moorpark and Simi USGS 7.5' Quadrangles (CDFG 2004a, b, c).  
FPE  Federally proposed Endangered
FPT  Federally proposed Threatened 3California Native Plant Society (CNPS) List:
FC    Federal candidate 1A    Presumed extinct in California

1B    Rare or Endangered in California and elsewhere
2State Status: 2       Rare or Endangered in California, more common elsewhere
SE    State listed as endangered 3       Plants for which we need more information - Review list
ST    State listed as threatened 4       Plants of limited distribution - Watch list
SR    State listed as rare
SCE  State candidate for listing as Endangered
SCT  State candidate for listing as Threatened
CSC  California Department of Fish and Game species of special concern  

 

California gnatcatcher is typically found.  The least Bell’s vireo has been previously reported at the 
Arroyo Simi, between College View Avenue and Moorpark Road.  This species is typically found in 
riparian habitat, which does not occur within the project area.  The least Bell’s vireo has not been 
observed previously at the project site.     

Since there is no aquatic habitat in the project area, potential habitat for the Riverside fairy shrimp, Santa 
Ana sucker, and Arroyo chub is not present within the project site.  The San Diego desert woodrat has 
been reported previously in three locations within Moorpark and Simi Valley, however, none of these 
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locations are within the project area.  In addition, this species has been previously reported in coastal sage 
scrub habitat, which is not present within the project area.  The coastal western whiptail has been reported 
previously at two locations within Moorpark and Simi Valley, neither of which is within the project area.  
There are four reports of the coast horned lizard within Moorpark and Simi Valley; however, this species 
has not been previously reported within the project area.  This species is typically found in coastal sage 
scrub and chaparral habitat, which does not occur within the project area.   The two-striped garter snake 
has been reported at Arroyo Simi, near the junction of Los Angeles Avenue and Madera Road.  However, 
this species is highly aquatic and has not been observed previously within the project site.  Although the 
western spadefoot has been observed at a location along Roseland Avenue, north of Moorpark, this 
species has not been reported within the project site.   

2.3.4.3 Impacts 

There would be no impacts on animal species as a result of the proposed project. 

2.3.4.4 Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures 

No avoidance, minimization and/or mitigation measures are required for animal species.  

2.3.5 Threatened and Endangered Species 

2.3.5.1 Regulatory Setting 

The primary federal law protecting threatened and endangered species is the Federal Endangered Species 
Act (FESA):  16 United States Code (USC), Section 1531, et seq. See also 50 CFR Part 402. This act and 
subsequent amendments provide for the conservation of endangered and threatened species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend. Under Section 7 of this act, federal agencies, such as the Federal 
Highway Administration, are required to consult with the USFWS and the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NOAA Fisheries) to ensure that they are not undertaking, funding, permitting or authorizing 
actions likely to jeopardize the continued existence of listed species or destroy or adversely modify 
designated critical habitat. Critical habitat is defined as geographic locations critical to the existence of a 
threatened or endangered species. The outcome of consultation under Section 7 is a Biological Opinion or 
an incidental take permit.  Section 3 of FESA defines take as “harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, 
kill, trap, capture or collect or any attempt at such conduct.” 

California has enacted a similar law at the state level, the California Endangered Species Act (CESA), 
California Fish and Game Code, Section 2050, et seq. The CESA emphasizes early consultation to avoid 
potential impacts to rare, endangered, and threatened species and to develop appropriate planning to offset 
project caused losses of listed species populations and their essential habitats. The California Department 
of Fish and Game (CDFG) is the agency responsible for implementing CESA. Section 2081 of the Fish 
and Game Code prohibits “take” of any species determined to be an endangered species or a threatened 
species. Take is defined in Section 86 of the Fish and Game Code as “hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill, 
or attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill.” CESA allows for take incidental to otherwise lawful 
development projects; for these actions an incidental take permit is issued by CDFG. For projects 
requiring a Biological Opinion under Section 7 of the FESA, CDFG may also authorize impacts to CESA 
species by issuing a Consistency Determination under Section 2080.1 of the Fish and Game Code.   
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2.3.5.2 Affected Environment 

According to the CDFG Natural Diversity Data Base (CDFG 2005), the special-status species that have 
been observed within the Moorpark and Simi U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 7 1/2-minute quadrangles, 
none of the species have been previously observed within the project area (Table 26).  Due to the highly 
developed nature of the project site, it is unlikely that habitat for any special-status species exists within 
the project area.  Given the lack of native vegetation at the project site and the lack of previous 
observations of special-status species within the site no special-status species are expected to occur within 
the site.  

2.3.5.3 Impacts 

The project would have no impacts on threatened and endangered species.   

2.3.5.4 Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures 

No avoidance, minimization and/or mitigation measures are required for threatened and endangered 
species.  

2.3.6 Invasive Species 

2.3.6.1 Regulatory Setting 

On February 3, 1999, President Clinton signed Executive Order 13112 requiring federal agencies to 
combat the introduction or spread of invasive species in the United States. The order defines invasive 
species as “any species, including its seeds, eggs, spores, or other biological material capable of 
propagating that species, that is not native to that ecosystem whose introduction does or is likely to cause 
economic or environmental harm or harm to human health.”  FHWA guidance issued on August 10, 1999, 
directs the use of the state’s noxious weed list to define the invasive plants that must be considered as part 
of the NEPA analysis for a proposed project.   

2.3.6.2 Affected Environment 

The project site is located in an urban area that is highly developed and contains no natural habitat.  
Various trees are located within the urban project area.  The majority of the project area contains 
previously graded and improved surfaces and a portion of the southern roadside is dirt with ruderal 
vegetation (Planning Corporation 2004).  The northern roadside is hardscape (sidewalk, block wall, curb, 
gutter) that contains junipers, box shrubs, and creeping vines. Non-native grasses and shrubs previously 
found within the project area included Bermuda grass, rabbit’s foot grass, oleander, Russian thistle, and 
juniper (Planning Corporation 2004).      

2.3.7 Impacts  

Table 26 lists the special-status species that have been observed previously within the Moorpark and Simi 
USGS 7 ½-minute quadrangles, according to the CDFG Natural Diversity Data Base (CDFG 2005). None 
of the species listed in Table 26 have been observed within the project area.  The proposed project would 
not have an adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any species identified as a 
candidate, sensitive, or special status-species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the 
CDFG or USFWS. 
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The proposed project would not have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other 
sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or by the CDFG or 
USFWS.  A search of the CDFG Natural Diversity Data Base identified California Walnut Woodland, 
Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest, Southern Riparian Scrub, Southern Willow Scrub, and Valley 
Oak Woodland as sensitive communities that are known to occur within Moorpark and Simi.  Since the 
proposed project site is located in an urban area that is highly developed, none of these communities or 
other significant biological community occurs within the project site.  Therefore, no riparian habitat or 
other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or by the 
CDFG or USFWS would be impacted by the proposed project. 

During the survey completed by the Planning Corporation (2004), no vegetation, soils, or hydrology that 
would suggest the presence of jurisdictional wetlands were identified.  The project area was found to be 
totally isolated from any naturally occurring water source (Planning Corporation 2004).  Therefore, the 
proposed project would have no impacts on federally protected wetlands. 

Due to the lack of native habitat at the project site and its highly developed nature, it is unlikely to be 
used as a wildlife corridor or wildlife nursery site.  No animals were observed during completion of the 
field survey conducted by the Planning Corporation (2004) or the survey conducted by Tetra Tech in 
January 2006.  Since the project involves widening an existing street, no new impacts on the movement 
of wildlife species would be generated.  Therefore, the proposed project would have a less than 
significant impact on the movement of any native wildlife species, established native resident or 
migratory wildlife corridors, or the use of native wildlife nursery sites. 

Chapter 12.12, Historic Trees, Native Oak Trees, and Mature Trees, of the City of Moorpark Municipal 
Code regulates the preservation, cutting, and removal of trees.  The purpose of the provisions in this 
chapter is to ensure proper and necessary steps are taken to protect and preserve, to the greatest extent 
possible, mature trees, native oak trees, and historic trees, especially where such trees are associated with 
proposals for urban development, as such trees are a significant, historical, aesthetic, and valuable 
ecological resource.  Section 12.12.030 of the Municipal Code defines a mature tree as a living tree with 
a cross-section area of all major stems, as measured four and one-half feet above the root crown, of 72 or 
more square inches. 

The Oak Collaborative surveyed 19 trees along Los Angeles Avenue in October 2006 for this project.  Of 
the 19 trees surveyed, it is anticipated that only 10 trees will need to be removed.  Detailed descriptions 
of these trees and their locations along Los Angeles Avenue are provided in the Tree Report (Oak 
Collaborative 2006).  

2.3.8 Avoidance, Minimization and/or Mitigation Measures 

A pre-construction meeting to review protective measures and fence locations should be conducted on the 
project site prior to any clearing, grubbing, grading or construction.  Representatives at the meeting 
should include the City, construction contractor representative, and a tree preservation consultant.  All 
work within the protected zone of any preserved tree should be observed by the tree preservation 
consultant.   

All requirements of the City’s tree preservation requirements and any conditions of the City’s Tree Permit 
will be strictly adhered to. 

The following measures to minimize harm are also included: 
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• The City plans to replant all affected areas with new landscaping that is consistent with 
City codes. 

All large shrubs and trees will either be removed outside of the bird breeding season (February 15 to 
September 15) or a nesting bird survey will be completed before construction starts to verify that no 
protected bird nests are within the trees and shrubs that are proposed for removal or within any trees and 
shrubs that are adjacent to construction activities.  If any nesting birds are found in the project area or 
surrounding area, no construction activities will occur between February 15 and September 15
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CHAPTER 3.0 COMMENTS AND COORDINATION 

Early and continuing coordination with the general public and appropriate public agencies is an essential 
part of the environmental process to determine the scope of environmental determination, the level of 
analysis, potential impacts and mitigation measures, and related environmental requirements.  Agency 
consultation and public participation for this project will be accomplished through a variety of formal and 
informal methods, including project development team meetings, interagency coordination meetings, and 
a Public Hearing to be held during the 45-day public review period for this Initial Study/Environmental 
Assessment (IS/EA).  This chapter summarizes the results of the Department’s efforts to fully identify, 
address and resolve project-related issues through early and continuing coordination. 

For the Public Hearing, the City will produce flyers to the known addresses of all owners of the parcels to 
be acquired for this project.  Caltrans will conduct the hearing.   

For the 45-day public review period, copies of the IS/EA will be distributed to the City, Caltrans, and the 
State Clearinghouse, which is responsible for distribution to reviewing agencies.  Copies of the IS/EA and 
supporting technical studies will be available for review in the City of Moorpark public library. 
Comments that are received by Caltrans and the City during the 45-day public review period will be 
reviewed for incorporation into the Final IS/EA.   
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CHAPTER 6.0 DISTRIBUTION LIST 

Elected Officials Mailing List 

Senator Barbara Boxer 
312 N. Spring St. #1748 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Senator Sheila Kuehl 
300 W. Third Street  
4th Floor 
Oxnard, California 93030 

Senator Diane Feinstein 
11111 Santa Monica Blvd. #915 
Los Angeles, CA 90025 

 Senator Tom McClintock, District 19 
223 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 400 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 

Janice Parvin Mayor 
City of Moorpark 
799 Moorpark Avenue 
Moorpark, CA 93021 

 Councilmember Keith Millhouse 
City of Moorpark 
799 Moorpark Avenue 
Moorpark, CA 93021 

Councilman Mark Van Dam 
City of Moorpark 
799 Moorpark Avenue 
Moorpark, CA 93021 

 Assemblywomen Audra Strickland, 
District 37 
2659 Townsgate Road, Suite 236 
Westlake Valley, CA 91361 

Councilmember Roseann Mikos, Ph.D. 
City of Moorpark 
799 Moorpark Avenue 
Moorpark, CA 93021 

 Assembly Member Pedro Nava  
201 E. Fourth Street 
Suite 209-A 
Oxnard, CA 93030 

Supervisor Peter C. Foy 
980 Enchanted Way 
Simi Valley, CA 93065 

 Congresswoman Lois Capps 
2675 N Ventura Road 
Suite 105 
Port Hueneme, CA 93401 
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Agency Mailing List 
 

Environmental Review 
Southern California Gas Company 
9400 Oakdale Ave. 
Chatsworth, CA  91313-2300 
 

Environmental Review 
Governor's Office of Planning and 
Research 
P.O. Box 3044 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

Larry Eng 
California Department of Fish and Game 
4949 Viewridge Avenue 
San Diego, CA 92123 

Donna Cole  
Ventura County Transportation 
Commission 
950 County Square Drive Suite 207 
Ventura, CA 93003 

Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Los Angeles Region (4) 
320 W. Fourth St., Ste. 200 
Los Angeles, CA  90013 

Chuck Thomas 
Ventura County Air Pollution Control 
District 
669 County Square Drive, Second Floor 
Ventura, CA 93003 

Elaine Chang  
South Coast AQMD 
21865 E. Copley Dr. 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182 

Ventura County Fire Department 
Fire Chief Bob Roper 
165 Durley Ave. 
Camarillo, CA 93010 
 

Hasan Ikhrata 
Southern California Association of 
Governments  
818 W. Seventh Street, 12th Floor (Main Office) 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

Executive Director 
Ventura County LAFCO 
800 S. Victoria Ave., L# 1940 
Ventura, CA  93009 

Butch Britt 
Ventura County Public Works  
800 South Victoria Avenue 
Ventura, CA 93009    

County of Ventura 
Watershed Protection District 
800 S. Victoria Ave. 
Ventura, CA  93009-1610 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
2493 Portola Rd., Ste. B 
Ventura, CA  93003 

Southern California Edison 
Tony Wilson, Resource Manager 
10060 Telegraph Rd. 
Ventura, CA  93004 

Philip J. Schmit 
County Clerk Division 
Hall of Admin., Main Plaza 
800 S. Victoria Ave. 
Ventura, CA 93009-1210 

U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 
Regulatory Program, Ventura Office 
2151 Alessandro Dr., Ste. 255 
Ventura, CA  93001 
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Environmental Review 
Ventura County Transportation Department 
800 S. Victoria Ave 
Ventura, CA 93009 

Bruce Smith 
Ventura County Planning Division 
800 South Victoria Ave. 
Ventura, CA 93009 

City of Moorpark 
Dave Bobardt, Planning Director 
799 Moorpark Avenue 
Moorpark, CA 93021 

Administrative Services City Clerk 
Attn: Deborah S. Traffenstedt 
City of Moorpark 
799 Moorpark Avenue 
Moorpark, CA 93021 

City of Moorpark  
Parks, Recreation, and Community Services 
Director 
Attn: Mary Lindley 
799 Moorpark Avenue 
Moorpark, CA 93021 

Environmental Review 
Main Library  
699 Moorpark Avenue  
Moorpark, California 93021 

City of Moorpark 
Ventura County Sheriff’s Department 
799 Moorpark Avenue 
Moorpark, CA 93021 

Moorpark Police Station 
Captain Jeff Matson 
610 Spring Road  
Moorpark, CA 93021 

City of Moorpark 
Hugh Riley, Assistant City Manager 
799 Moorpark Avenue 
Moorpark, CA 93021 
 

City of Moorpark 
Steven Kueny, City Manager 
799 Moorpark Avenue 
Moorpark, CA 93021 

City of Moorpark Chamber of Commerce 
255 W. Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, CA 93021 
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Citizens Mailing List 
 

Current Owner 
50 West Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, CA. 93021 

 Current Owner 
The Fountain Apartments 
51 Majestic Ct # 1201 
Moorpark, CA 93021 

Current Owner  
The Regal Park Apartments 
150 Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner  
4967 Millard Street 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner  
4978 Millard Street 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner  
4979 Millard Street 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner  
4990 Millard Street 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 TG & Bonnie J, Judith A Patton 
240 East Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
250 West Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
420 East Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
384 East Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
484 East Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Arturo M. Figueroa 
or Current Owner 
148 Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 
 

 Shea Homes 
or Current Owner 
238 E. Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Shea Homes 
30699 Russell Ranch Rd. STE 290 
Westlake Village, California 91362 

 Mitchell & Rosalie Nicola 
or Current Owner 
4176 Hitch Blvd. 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Alladin & Susan Premji 
1649 Hawksway Ct.  
Westlake Village, California 91361 

 Antonio & Linda N. Miranda 
or Current Owner 
4852 Mira Sol Dr. 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Brian A. & Charles M. Wilson 
145 Moonsong Ct.  
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
484 East Los Angeles Avenue STE 100 
Moorpark, California 93021 
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Current Owner 
484 East Los Angeles Avenue STE 104 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
484 East Los Angeles Avenue STE 109 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
484 East Los Angeles Avenue STE 110 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
484 East Los Angeles Avenue STE 114 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
484 East Los Angeles Avenue STE 118 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
484 East Los Angeles Avenue STE 120 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
484 East Los Angeles Avenue STE 122 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
484 East Los Angeles Avenue STE 124 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Moorpark RV & Storage Company Owner 
4875 Spring Rd.  
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
502 East Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
510 New Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
520 New Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
540 New Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
501 New Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
525 New Los Angeles Avenue # A 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
525 New Los Angeles Avenue # B 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
525 New Los Angeles Avenue # C 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
525 East Los Angeles Avenue # D 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
525 East Los Angeles Avenue # E 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
525 East Los Angeles Avenue # F 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
525 East Los Angeles Avenue # G 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
537 East Los Angeles Avenue STE A 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
537 East Los Angeles Avenue STE B 
Moorpark, California 93021 
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Current Owner 
537 East Los Angeles Avenue STE C 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
537 East Los Angeles Avenue STE D 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
549 East Los Angeles Avenue STE A 
Moorpark, California 93021  

 Current Owner 
549 East Los Angeles Avenue STE B 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
549 East Los Angeles Avenue STE C 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
559 East Los Angeles Avenue  
Moorpark, California 93021 
 

Current Owner 
561 East Los Angeles Avenue  
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
36 Harry Street 
 Moorpark, CA, 93021 

Virginia B. Burkhart 
480 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 
 

 Eleazar Alvarado 
458 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
449 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
426 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
412 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Javier Orozco Rodriguez 
394 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
380 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Nicolas & Maria E. Ordonez 
368 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
356 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Raul Contreras 
344 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Jose M. & Angelina Velasco 
330 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Gilbert Castro Bustamante 
318 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Hatcher Nadine M 
306 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
390 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
378 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Barrera Leonel H-Aida G 
266 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Isauro Ruiz 
252 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Rosa R Oporto TR 
240 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 
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Jesus A. Mariscal 
192 Moonsong Ct.  
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Flor M. Torres 
186 Moonsong Ct.  
Moorpark, California 93021 

Ramon & Maria C. Amezcua 
180 Moonsong Ct.  
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Sergio & Maria Morales 
172 Moonsong Ct.  
Moorpark, California 93021 

Viren M. Kapadia 
166 Moonsong Ct.  
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Sudip S. & Swapna S. Nadkarni 
138 Moonsong Ct.  
Moorpark, California 93021 

Bradley M. Campbell 
130 Moonsong Ct.  
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Sandra D. Felder 
124 Moonsong Ct.  
Moorpark, California 93021 

Juan L. Ramos 
116 Moonsong Ct.  
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
110 Moonsong Ct.  
Moorpark, California 93021 

Rafael C. & Maria A. Raygoza 
102 Moonsong Ct.  
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
1 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
5 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
11 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
19 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
35 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
45 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
65 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
101 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
149 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
155 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
205 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
207 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
209 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
211 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
215 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
217 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
223 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 
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Current Owner 
229 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
231 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
235 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
239 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
245 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
249 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
251 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
253 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
257 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
275 West Los Angeles Ave 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
254 West Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
252 East Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
252 East Los Angeles STE A 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
252 East Los Angeles STE B 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
252 East Los Angeles STE C 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
252 East Los Angeles STE D 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
252 East Los Angeles STE E 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
252 East Los Angeles STE F 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
252 East Los Angeles STE G 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
252 East Los Angeles STE H 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
252 East Los Angeles STE I 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Flory Academy of Science and 
Technology 
240 Flory Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Phoenix School 
30 Flory Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Rainbow Childrens Center –United 
Methodist 
261 Flory Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
216 East Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark California 93021 

 Current Owner 
251 East Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 
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Current Owner 
256 East Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #120 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #119A 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #119B 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #118 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #117 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #116 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #115 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #114 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #113 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #112 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #111 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #110 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #109 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #108 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #107 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #106 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #105A 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #105B 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #104 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #103 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #102 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #101 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #201 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #203 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #204 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #205 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #207 
Moorpark, California 93021 
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Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #208 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #209 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #210 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #211 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #212 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Current Owner 
530 New Los Angeles Avenue #213 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Valenza Steven A Trust 
P O Box 296 
Moorpark CA  93020 

 DBRE Moorpark LLC 
P O Box 4900 
Scottsdale    AZ  85261 

Hatcher Jesus B-Rita A. 
278 Sherman Avenue  
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Alice M. Hembre 
447 Sarah Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Eduardo-Leticia Calderon 
442 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Antonio-Linda N. Miranda TR 
4852 Mira Sol Dr.  
Moorpark, California 93021 

Jose C. & Maria C TR 
290 Sherman Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

 TG Conner 
240 East Los Angeles Avenue 
Moorpark, California 93021 

Topa Management Partnership 
1800 Avenue of Starts #1400 
Los Angeles, California 90067 

 Seth A. Cameron 
152 Moonsong Ct.  
Moorpark, California 93021 

Wayne S. Roberta L. Colmer TR 
5000 Parkway Calabasas #110 
Calabasas, California 91302 

 Shea Homes LP  
603 S. Valencia Avenue 
Brea, California 92823 

Jason E. Salas 
144 Moonsong Ct.  
Moorpark, California 93021 

 Michael L. & Tracy M. Worford 
158 Moonsong Ct.  
Moorpark, California 93021 

Resident 
20 Moorpark Avenue 
Moorpark, CA 93021 

 Moorpark, City of 
P.O. Box 701 
Moorpark, CA 93021 

 



 

A CEQA CHECKLIST 
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1.0 APPENDIX A:  CEQA ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 

Supporting documentation for all California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) checklist determinations 
is provided in Chapter 2 of this Mitigated Negative Declaration.  Documentation of “No Impact” 
determinations is provided at the beginning of Chapter 2.  Discussion of all impacts, avoidance, 
minimization, and/or mitigation measures is under the appropriate topic headings in Chapter 2. 

1.1 LAND USE/PARKS 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impacts 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
No 

Impact 
a.  Physically divide an established community?    √ 

b.  Conflict with any applicable land use plan, 
policy, or regulation of an agency with jurisdiction 
over the project (including, but not limited to the 
general plan, specific plan, local coastal program, or 
zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of 
avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect? 

   √ 

c.  Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation 
plan or natural community conservation plan? 

   √ 

d.  Increase the use of existing neighborhood and 
regional parks or other recreational facilities such 
that substantial physical deterioration of the facility 
would occur or be accelerated? 

   √ 

e.  Does the project include recreational facilities or 
require the construction or expansion of recreational 
facilities that might have an adverse physical effect 
on the environment? 

   √ 

 
1.2 AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES/TIMBERLANDS 

 Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
a.  Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or 
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as 
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the 
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the 
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural 
use? 

   √ 
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 Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
b.  Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, 
or a Williamson Act contract? 

   √ 

c.  Involve other changes in the existing 
environment, which due to their location or nature, 
could result in conversion of Farmland to non-
agricultural use? 

   √ 

 
1.3 COMMUNITY IMPACTS 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impacts 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
No 

Impact 
a.  Induce substantial population growth in an area, 
either directly (for example, by proposing new 
homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, 
through extension of roads or other infrastructure)? 

   √ 

b.  Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, 
necessitating the construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere? 

  √  

c.  Displace substantial numbers of people, 
necessitating the construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere? 

  √  

 
1.4 PUBLIC SERVICES 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impacts 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
No 

Impact 
a.  Result in substantial adverse physical impacts 
associated with the provision of new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, need for new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant 
environmental impacts, in order to maintain 
acceptable service ratios, response times, or other 
performance objectives for any of the following 
public services: 
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Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impacts 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
No 

Impact 
Fire protection?    √ 
Police protection?    √ 
Schools?    √ 
Parks?    √ 
Other public facilities?    √ 

 
1.5 UTILITIES/SERVICE SYSTEMS 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
a.  Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the 
applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board? 

  √  

b.  Require or result in the construction of new water 
or wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of 
existing facilities, the construction of which could 
cause significant environmental effects? 

   √ 

c.  Require or result in the construction of new storm 
water drainage facilities or expansion of existing 
facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental effects? 

  √  

d.  Have sufficient water supplies available to serve 
the project from existing entitlements and resources, 
or are new or expanded entitlements needed? 

   √ 

e.  Result in a determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider that serves or may serve the 
project that it has adequate capacity to serve the 
project’s projected demand in addition to the 
provider’s existing commitments? 

   √ 

f.  Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted 
capacity to accommodate the project’s solid waste 
disposal needs? 

   √ 

g.  Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste? 

   √ 
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1.6 TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC/PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE 
FACILITIES 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impacts 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
No 

Impact
a.  Cause an increase in traffic that is substantial in 
relation to the existing traffic load and capacity of 
the street system (i.e., result in a substantial increase 
in either the number of vehicle trips, the volume to 
capacity ratio on roads, or congestion at 
intersections)? 

   √ 

b.  Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a 
level of service standard established by the county 
congestion management agency for designated roads 
or highways? 

   √ 

c.  Result in a change in air traffic patterns, 
including either an increase in traffic levels or a 
change in location that results in substantial safety 
risks? 

   √ 

d.  Substantially increase hazards due to a design 
feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm 
equipment)? 

   √ 

e.  Result in inadequate emergency access?    √ 

f.  Result in inadequate parking capacity?    √ 

g.  Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or 
programs supporting alternative transportation (e.g., 
bus turnouts, bicycle racks)? 

   √ 
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1.7 VISUAL/AESTHETICS 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
a.  Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic 
vista? 

   √ 

b.  Substantially damage scenic resources, including, 
but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and 
historic buildings within a state scenic highway? 

   √ 

c.  Substantially degrade the existing visual 
character or quality of the site and its surroundings? 

   √ 

d.  Create a new source of substantial light or glare, 
which would adversely affect day or nighttime 
views in the area? 

   √ 

e.  Create sources of incompatibility with the 
existing scenic and aesthetic environment of the 
community or quality of life impacts on residents? 

   √ 

f.  Significantly impact any existing streetscape or 
public space, which has been designed to provide 
areas of public assembly and congregation?     

   √ 

g.  Conflict with adopted design guidelines or 
development standards, which have been 
implemented to improve the quality of architecture 
in the community? 

   √ 

 

1.8 CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
a.  Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a historical resource as defined in 
Section 15064.5? 

   √ 
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Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
b.  Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of an archaeological resource pursuant 
to Section 15064.5? 

   √ 

c.  Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or unique geologic 
feature? 

   √ 

d.  Disturb any human remains, including those 
interred outside of formal cemeteries? 

   √ 

 

1.9 HYDROLOGY AND FLOODPLAIN 

  Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impacts 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
No 

Impact
a.  Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or 
interfere substantially with groundwater recharge 
such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer 
volume or a lowering of the local groundwater table 
level (e.g., the production rate of pre-existing nearby 
wells would drop to a level which would not support 
existing land uses or planned uses for which permits 
have been granted)? 

   √ 

b.  Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of 
the site or area, including through the alteration of the 
course of a stream or river, in a manner that would 
result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-
site? 

   √ 

c.  Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of 
the site or area, including through the alteration of the 
course of a stream or river, or substantially increase 
the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner that 
would result in flooding on- or off-site? 

   √ 

d.  Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area 
as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or 
Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard 
delineation map? 

   √ 

e.  Place within a 100-year flood hazard area 
structures that would impede or redirect flood flows? 

   √ 
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  Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impacts 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
No 

Impact
f.  Expose people or structures to a significant risk of 
loss, injury, or death involving flooding, including 
flooding as a result of the failure of a levee or dam? 

   √ 

g.  Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?    √ 
 
1.10 WATER QUALITY AND STORM WATER RUNOFF 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impacts 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
No 

Impact
a.  Violate any water quality standards or waste 
discharge requirements? 

 √   

b.  Create or contribute runoff water that would 
exceed the capacity of existing or planned storm 
water drainage systems or provide substantial 
additional sources of polluted runoff? 

 √   

c.  Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?   √  

 
1.11 GEOLOGY/SOILS/SEISMIC/TOPOGRAPHY  

Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

No 
Impact 

a.  Expose people or structures to potentially 
substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, 
injury, or death involving: 

    

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as 
delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the 
State Geologist for the area or based on 
other substantial evidence of known fault?  
Refer to Division of Mines and Geology 
Special Publication 42. 

   √ 

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?  √   

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including 
liquefaction? 

 √   

iv) Landslides?    √ 
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Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

No 
Impact 

b.  Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of 
topsoil? 

   √ 

c.  Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is 
unstable, or that would become unstable as a result 
in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, 
subsidence, liquefaction, or collapse? 

 √   

d.  Be located on expansive soil creating substantial 
risks to life or property, as defined in Table 18-1-B 
of the 2001 California Building Code (CBC) 
(International Conference of Building Officials 
[ICBO] 2001)? 

 √   

e.  Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the 
use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal 
systems where sewers are not available for the 
disposal of wastewater? 

   √ 

 
1.12 MINERAL RESOURCES 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impacts 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
No 

Impact 
a.  Result in the loss of availability of a known 
mineral resource that would be a value to the region 
and the residents of the state? 

   √ 

b.  Result in the loss of availability of a locally 
important mineral resource recovery site delineated 
on a local general plan, specific plan or other land 
use plan? 

   √ 

 
1.13 PALEONTOLOGY 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
a.  Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or unique geologic 
feature? 

   √ 
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1.14 HAZARDOUS WASTE/MATERIALS 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impacts 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
No 

Impact 
a.  Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through the routine transport, use, or 
disposal of hazardous materials? 

  √  

b.  Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset 
and accident conditions involving the release of 
hazardous materials into the environment? 

   √ 

c.  Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or 
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste 
within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed 
school. 

  √  

d.  Be located on a site which is included on a list of 
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, 
would it create a significant hazard to the public or 
the environment? 

   √ 

e.  For a project located within an airport land use 
plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, 
within two miles of a public airport or public use 
airport, would the project result in a safety hazard 
for people residing or working in the project area? 

   √ 

f.  For a project within the vicinity of a private 
airstrip, would the project result in a safety hazard 
for people residing or working in the project area? 

   √ 

g.  Impair implementation of or physically interfere 
with an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan? 

   √ 

h.  Expose people or structures to a significant risk 
of loss, injury, or death involving wildland fires, 
including where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized 
areas or where residences are intermixed with 
wildlands? 

   √ 
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1.15 AIR QUALITY 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact With 
Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

a.  Conflict with or obstruct 
implementation of the applicable air 
quality plan? 

   √ 

b.  Violate any air quality standard or 
contribute substantially to an existing or 
projected air quality violation? 

 √   

c.  Result in a cumulatively considerable 
net increase of any criteria pollutant for 
which the project region is non-
attainment under an applicable federal or 
state ambient air quality standard 
(including releasing emissions, which 
exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone 
precursors)? 

   √ 

d.  Expose sensitive receptors to 
substantial pollutant concentrations? 

  √  

e.  Create objectionable odors affecting a 
substantial number of people? 

  √  

 
1.16 NOISE 

Would the project result in: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impacts 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
No 

Impact 
a.  Exposure of persons to or generation of noise 
levels in excess of standards established in the local 
general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable 
standards of other agencies? 

 √   

b.  Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive 
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels?   √  

c.  A substantial permanent increase in ambient 
noise levels in the project vicinity above levels 
existing without the project? 

   √ 

d.  A substantial temporary or periodic increase in 
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above 
levels existing without the project? 

 √   



 TETRA TECH, INC. 

Los Angeles Avenue Road Widening Page A-11 
Supplemental Initial Study/Environmental Assessment 

Would the project result in: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impacts 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impacts 
No 

Impact 
e.  For a project located within an airport land use 
plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, 
within two miles of a public airport or public use 
airport, would the project expose people residing or 
working in the project area to excessive noise 
levels? 

   √ 

f.  For a project within the vicinity of a private 
airstrip, would the project expose people residing or 
working in the project area to excessive noise 
levels? 

   √ 

 
1.17 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

Would the project 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
a.  Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly 
or through habitat modifications, on any species 
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status 
species in local or regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish 
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

   √ 

b.  Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian 
habitat or other sensitive natural community 
identified in local or regional plans, policies, 
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish 
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

   √ 

c.  Have a substantial adverse effect on federally 
protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, 
marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct 
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other 
means? 

   √ 

d.  Interfere substantially with the movement of any 
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species 
or with established native resident or migratory 
wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native 
wildlife nursery sites? 

  √  
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Would the project 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
With 

Mitigation 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
e.  Conflict with any local policies or ordinances 
protecting biological resources, such as a tree 
preservation policy or ordinance? 

 √   

f.  Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan, Natural Community 
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, 
or state habitat conservation plan? 

   √ 

 

 



 

B TITLE VI POLICY STATEMENT 



 



, Title VI Yage I OT I 

Title M - NonrEiscri~nination 112 Federally Assisted Programs 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 
42 USC 2000(d)-2000(d)(l) 

j 

' General 

i 'I'his title declares it to be the policy of the United States that discrimination on the ground of race, color, or natiollal 
i 
i origin shall not occur in coimection with prograins and activities receiving Federal financial assistance and authorizes 

a11d directs the appropiiate Federal departments and agencies to take action to ca-ry out this policy. This title is not 
( intended to apply to foreign assistance progranzs. 
I 
i 

Section -. . . ~  601. ... - -- Th.is section, states the general princi.ple that no person in the United States shall be excludecl horn 
/ partic.ipation in or otherwise discriminated against on the ground of race, color, or national origin under any program or 
; activity receiving Federal financial assistance. 

i Section ( 5  directs each 'Federal agency administering a program of Federal financial assistance by way of grant, 
contract, or loan to take action pursuant to rule, regulation, or order of general applicability to effectuate the principle 
of section 601 in a mm1ner consistent with the achievement .of the objectives ofthe statute authorizing the assistance. In 

i , -. secking the effect cornplinnce with its recluirem.ents irnposed under this section, an agency is authorized to ternliuatc or 
I to refuse to grant or to contiil~re assistailce under a program to any recipient as to whom there has been all express 

finding pursuant to a heariug of a failure to comply with the recluiren~ents under that program, a i ~ l  it  may also employ 
: ally other means authorized by law. I-Iowever, each. agency is directed :first to seek coinpliance with its requirements by 

voluntary means. 

; Section 603 provides that any agency action. talten pursuant to section 602 shall be subject to such judicial review as 
! 

would be available for similar actions by that agency 011 other grounds. Where the agency action consists of termin;atin.g 
01- refusing to grant or to continue financial assistance because of a finding of a failure of the recipient to co~nply with 
the agency's requiren~ents iinposed under section 602, and the agency action would not otheiwise be subject to judicial 
rcview under existing law, judicial review shall nevertheless be available to ally person aggrieved as pro~~ided in 
section 10 of the Administrative Procedure Act ( 5  USC 1009). 'The section also states explicitly thal in the lattes 

;; situatjoi~ such agency action shall not be deemed coinmitted to ~ureviewable agency discretion witllin th.e rneailing of 
! section 10. 'The purpose of this provision is to obviate the possible argument that although section 603 provides for 

review in accordance wit11 section 10, section 10 itself has ail exception for action "conunitted to agency discretion," 
i which might otl~ei-wise be can-ied over into sectioil603. It is not t11e purpose ofthis provision of section 603,1~owever, 
' otheiwise to alter the scope ofjudicial review as presently provided in section 10(e) of the Adnlinistrative Procedure 

Act. 
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SUMMARY OF RELOCATION BENEFITS
AVAILABLE TO DISPLACED PARTIES

I RELOCATION ASSISTANCE ADVISORY SERVICES

The Califolnia I)epartment of Transportation will provide relocatio¡ aclvisory assistance
to any person, business, farm or non-profit organization clisplaced as a råsult of the
Department's acquisition of real property for public use. The Department will assist
displacees in obtaining replacement housing by providing currènt and continuing
information on the availability and prices of houses for sale and rental units that are
comparable, "decent, safe and sanitary." Non-residential displacees will receive
information on comparable properties for lease or purchase. For infòrmation on business,
farm and non-profrt organization relocation, refer to Section III, "Business and Farm
Relocation Assistance Program, "

Residential replacement dwellings will be in equal or better neighborhoods, at prices
within the financial means of the individuals and families displaced, and reasonably
accessible to their places of employment. Before any displacemènt occurs, comparable
replacement dwellings will be offered to displacees thai are fair housing open to all
persons regardless of race, colot, religion, sex, national origin, and consistent with the
requirements of Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968. This assistance will also
include supplying information concerning federal and state assisted housing programs
and any other appropriate services being offered by public and private ug"ñ"i", in the
area.

II RESIDENTIAL RELOCATION PAYIVIENTS PROGRAM

The Relocation Payments Program will help eligible residential occupants by paying
certain costs and expenses. These costs are limited to those necessary for, or inciAentát to,
purchasing or renting the replacement dwelling and actual reasonabie moving expenses to
a new location within 50 miles of the displacees' property. Any actual moving costs in
excess of the 5O-mile limit will be the responsibility of the displacees. The Residential
Relocation Program is summarized below:

Moving Costs
Any displaced person, who was lar,vfully in occupancy of the acquired property
regardless of the length of occupancy in the acquired property, wif be etigiUle for
reimbursement of the moving costs. Displacees will ieceive either thã actual
reasonable costs involved in moving themselves and personal properfy up to a
maximum of 50 miles, or a fixed payment based on a fixed -ouing "ori 

,"h"drrl"
which is determined by the number of furnished or unfurnished .oom, in the
displacement dwelline.



Purchase Supplernent
In addition to tnoving and rclated expense payments, eligible homeowners may be
entitled to paymcnts iòr increased costs o1'replacement housing.

Ilomeowners who have owned and occupied their properties f'or 180 days prior to
the date of the lirst written offer to purchase the property, may qualily to receive a
price differential payment and may qualify to receive reimbursement for cedain
nonrecuruing costs incidental to the purchase of the replacement property. An
interest differential payment is also available if the interest rate fbr the loan on the
replacement dwelling is higher than the loan rate on the displacement dwelling,
subject to certain lirnitations on reimbursement based upon the replacement
property interest rate. Also, the interest differential must be based upon the lower
of either: l) the loan on the displacement property, or 2) the loan on the
replacement property. The maximum combination of these supplemental
payments that the owner-occupants can receive is $22,500. If the total entitlement
(without the moving payments) is in excess of $22,500, the Last Resort Housing
Program will be applied. Refer to synopsis of Last Resort Housing below.

Rental Supplement
Tenants who have occupied the property to be acquired by Caltrans for 90 days or
more and owner-occupants of 90 to 179 days prior to the date of the of the first
written offer to purchase may qualify to receive a rental differential payment.
This payment is made when the department determines that the cost to rent a
comparable "decent, safe and sanitary" replacement dwelling would be more than
the present rent of the acquired dwelling. As an alternative, the tenant may
qualifu for a down payment benefrt designed to assist in the purchase of a
replacement properfy and the payment of certain costs incidental to the purchase,
subject to certain limitations noted rurder the "Down Payment" section below.
The maximum payment to any tenant of 90 days or more and any owner-occupant
of 90 to 179 days, in addition to moving expenses, will be $5,250. If the total
entitlement for rental supplement exceeds $5,250, the Last Resort Housing
Program will be used. Please refer to Last Resort Housing clarification below.

The displaced person must rent and occupy a "decent, safe and sanitary"
replacement dwelling within one year from the date the department takes legal
possession of the property, or from the date the displacee vacates the department-
acquired property, whichever is later.

Down Payrnent
The down payment option has been designed to aid owner-occupants of 90 to ll9
days and tenants with no less than 90 days of continuous occupancy prior to the
Department's first written offer. The'down payment and incidental expenses
cannot exceed the maximum payment of $5,250. The one year eligibility period
during which to purchase and occupy a "decent, safe and sanitary" replacement
dwelling will apply.



Last Resort llousing
Federal regulations (49 ClìR 25) contain the policy ancl procedure lirr
impletl.rcnting the Last lìcsort Ilousing Prograrn on lècleral aicl projòcts. Caltrans,
in order to maintain unifonnity in the progr¿rm, has also acloptecl these federal
guidelincs on non-federal-aid projects. Last Resort llousing bãnefìts are, except
for the atnounts o1 payments and the methods in making them, the sane as those
benefits for standard relocation as explainecl above. Last Resort Iìousing has
been designed primarily to cover situations where available comparable
replacement housing, or when their antieipated replacement housing payments
exceed the $5,250 and $22,500 limits of standard relocation procãdures. In
certain exceptional situations, last resort housing may also be used for tenants of
less than 90 days.

After the first written offer to acquire the property has been made, the Department
will, within a reasonable length of time, personally contact the displacees to
gather important information relating to: preferences in areas of relocation: the
number of people to be displaced and the distribution of adults and children
(according to age and gender); location of schools and employment; special
arrangements necessary to accommodate disabled family members; and the
financial ability to relocate to a comparable replacement clwelling which will
house all members of the family decently,

The above explanation is general in nature and is not intended to be a complete
explanation of relocation regulations. Any questions concerning relocation should be
addressed to Caltrans Any persons to be displaced will be assigned to a relocation
advisor, who will work closely with each displaced household in order to see that all
payments and benefits are fully utilized, and that all regulations are observed, thereby
avoiding the possibility of displacees jeopardizing or forfeiting any of their benefìts or
payments.

ilI BUSINESS AND FARM RELOCATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

The Business and Farm Relocation Program provides for aid in locating suitable
replacement property and reimbursement for certain costs involved in relo"aìion. The
Relocation Advisory Assistance Program will provide current lists of properties offered
for sale or rent, suitable for specific relocation needs.

There are different types of payments available to businesses, farms and non-prof,rt
otganizations. These include: moving expenses, which consist of actual reasonableìosts
(as listed) for:

o The relocation of inventory, machinery, office equipment, and similar business-
related personal property; dismantling, disconnociing, crating, packing, loading,
insuring, transp orting, unlo ading, unpackin g, andreconnecting pã.r ánut p.ãp.rty.



o Loss of tangible personal property provides payment to relocate fbr "actnal direct"
losses of personal property that the owner elects not to move.

Expenses related to searching for a new business site can be reiurbursecl up to $1,000
for actual reasonable cost incurred.

o Reestablishment expenses relating to the new business operation.

Payment "in lieü" of moving expense is available to businesses which are expected to
suffer a substantial loss of existing patronage as aresult of the displacement, or if certain
other requirements such as inability to find a suitable relocation site are met. This
payment is an amount equal to the average annual net earnings for the last two taxable
years prior to relocation. Such payment may not be less than $1,000 or no more thær
$20,000.

IV ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Reimbursement for moving costs and replacement housing payments are not considered
income forthe purpose of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, or sources for the purpose
of determining the extent of eligibility of the displacees for assistance under the Social
Security Act, local Section 8 housing programs, or other federal assistance programs.

Persons who are determined to be eligible for relocation payments, and are legally
occupying the property required for the project will not be asked to move without being
given at least 90 days advance notice, in writing. Occupants of any type of dwelling
eligible for relocation payments will not be required to move unless at least one
comparable "decent, safe and sanitary" replacement residence, open to all persons,
regardless of race, color, religion, sex or national origin, is available or has been made
available to them by the state.

Any person, business, farm or non-profrt otganization which has been refused a
relocation payment by Caltrans, or believes that the payments made are inadequate, may
appeal for a special hearing of the complaint. No legal assistance is required.
Information about the appeal procedure is available from Caltrans Relocation Advisors.

The information above is not intended to ,be a complete statement of all of the
Department's laws and regulations. At the time of the first written offer to purchase,
owner-occupants are given a more detailed explanation of the state's relocation services.
Tenant occupants .of properties to be acquired are contacted immedi ately after the first
written offer to purchase, and also given a more detailed explanation of the Department's
relocation programs.
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NOTES Introduction 

In building a modern transportation system, the 
displacement of a small percentage of the 
population is often necessary. However, it is the 
policy of Caltrans that displaced persons shall not 
suffer unnecessarily as a result of programs 
designed to benefit the public as a whole. 

Displaced individuals and families may be eligible 
for relocation advisory services and payments. 

This brochure provides information about 
available relocation services and payments. If 
you are required to move as the result of a 
Caltrans transportation project, a Relocation 
Agent will contact you. The Relocation Agent will 
be able to answer your specific questions and 
provide additional information. 



Uniform Relocation Assistance 
and Real Property Acquisition 

Policies Act of 1970 As 
Amended 

"The Uniform Act" 

The purpose of this Act is to provide for uniform 
and equitable treatment of persons displaced 
from their homes, businesses, or farms by 
federal and federally assisted programs and to 
establish uniform and equitable land acquisition 
policies for federal and federally assisted 
programs. 

49 Code of Federal Regulations Part 24 
implements the "Uniform Act" in accordance with 
the following relocation assistance objective: 

To ensure that persons displaced as a 
direct result of federal or federal l y-assisted 
projects are treated fairly, consistently and 
equitably so that such persons will not 
suffer disproportionate injuries as a result of 
projects designed for the benefit of the 
public as a whole. 

While every effort has been made to assure the 
accuracy of this booklet, it should be understood 
that it does not have the force and effect of law, 
rule, or regulation governing the payment of 
benefifs. Should any difference or e m r  occur, 
the law will take precedence. 

Some Important Definitions ... 
Your relocation benefits can be better understood 
if you become familiar with the following terms: 

Comparable Replacement: means a dwelling 
which is: 

(1) Decent, safe, and sanitary. (See definition 
below) 

(2) Functionally equivalent to the displaced 
dwelling. 

(3) Adequate in size to accommodate the 
family being relocated. 

(4) In an area not subject to unreasonable 
adverse environmental conditions. 



(5) In a location generally not less desirable 
than the location of your displacement 
dwelling with respect to public utilities and 
commercial and public facilities, and 
reasonably accessible to the place of- 
employment. 

(6) On a site that is typical in size for residential 
development with normal site 
improvements. 

Decent, Safe and Sanitarv (DS&S): Replacement 
housing must be decent, safe, and sanitary - 
which means it meets all of the minimum 
requirements established by federal regulations 
and conforms to applicable housing and 
occupancy codes. The dwelling shall: 

(1) Be structurally sound, weather tight, and in 
good repair. 

(2) Contain a safe electrical wiring system 
adequate for lighting and other devices. 

(3) Contain a heating system capable of 
sustaining a healthful temperature (at least 
70 degrees) for a displaced person, except 
in those areas where local climatic 
conditions do not require such a system. 

(4) Be adequate in size with respect to the 
number of rooms and area of living space 
needed to accommodate the displaced 
person. The Caltrans policy is that there 
will be no more than two persons per room 
unless the room is of adequate size to 
accommodate the normal bedroom 
furnishings for the occupants. 

(5) Have a separate, well-lighted and 
ventilated bathroom that provides privacy 
to the user and contains a sink, bathtub or 
shower stall, and a toilet, all in good 
working order and properly connected to 
appropriate sources of water and to a 
sewage drainage system. 

Note: In fhe case of a housekeeping 
dwelling, there shall be a kitchen area fhat 
contains a fully usable sink, properly 
connected to potable hot and cold water 
and fo a sewage drainage system, and 
adequate space and utility senlice 
connecfions for a stove and refrigerator. 

(6) Contains unobstructed egress to safe, 
open space at ground level, unless local 
fire and building codes require additional 
methods of ingress/egress, such as access 



to a common corridor. 

(7) For a displaced person who is 
handicapped, be free of any barriers which 
would preclude reasonable ingress, 
egress, or use of the dwelling by such 
djsplaced person. 

Displaced Person or DiiDlacee: Any individual or 
family who moves from real property or moves 
personal property from real property as a result of 
the acquisition of the real property, in whole or in 
part, or as the result of a written notice from the 

agency to vacate the real property needed for a 
transportation project. In-the case of a partial 
acquisition, Caltrans shall determine if a person is 
displaced as a direct result of the acquisition. 

Residents not lawfully present in the United 
States are not eligible to receive relocation 
payments and assistance. 

Relocation benefits will vary; depending upon the 
type and length of occupancy: As a residential 
displacee, you will be classified as either: 

An owner occupant of a residential property 
(includes mobile homes) 

A tenant occupant of a residential property 
(includes mobile homes and sleeping 
rooms) 

Dwellinq: The place of permanent or customary 
and usual residence of a person, according to 
local custom or law, including a single family 
house; a single family unit in a two-family, multi- 
family, or multi-purpose property; a unit of a 
condominium or cooperative housing project; a 
non-housekeeping unit;. a mobile home; or any 
other residential unit. 



Owner: A person is considered to have met the 
I requirement to own a dwelling if the person 

purchases or holds any of the following interests 
in real property: 

(1) Fee title, a life estate, a land contract, a 99- 
I year lease, oral lease including any options 

for extension with at least 50 years 
remaining from the date of acquisition; or 

I 

(2) An interest in a cooperative housing project 
, which includes the right to occupy a 

dwelling; or 

(3) A contract to purchase any interests or 
I estates; or 

i (4) Any other interests, including a partial 
interest, which in the judgment of the 

I agency warrants consideration as 
ownership. 

I Tenant: A person who has the temporary use and 
occupancy of real property owned by another. 

Moving Expenses 

If you qualify as a displaced person, you are 
entitled to reimbursement of your moving costs 
and certain related expenses incurred in moving. 
The methods of moving and the various types of 
moving cost payments are explained below. 

Displaced individuals and families may choose to 
be paid on the basis of actual, reasonable moving 
costs and related expenses, or according to a 
fixed moving cost schedule. However, to ensure 
your eligibility and prompt payment of moving 
expenses, you should contact your Relocation 
Agent before you move. 



You Can Choose Either: 

Actual Reasonable Moving Costs - You may be 
paid for your actual reasonable moving costs and 
related expenses when a commercial mover 
performs the move. Reimbursement will be 
limited to a move of 50 miles or less. Related 
expenses may include: 

Transportation 
Packing and unpacking personal property. 
Disconnecting and reconnecting household 
appliances. 
Temporary storage of personal property. 
Insurance while property is in storage or 
transit. 

Fixed Moving Cost Schedule - You may be paid 
on the basis of a fixed moving cost schedule. 
Under this option, you will not be eligible for 
reimbursement of related expenses listed above. 
The fixed schedule is designed to cover such 
expenses. 

4 Rooms - $1,175 
7 Rooms - $1,900 

The Fixed Move Schedule for a furnished unit 
(e.g. you are a tenant of an apartment that is 
furnished by your landlord) is based on 
Schedule B. 

Example (Year 2005 Rate): 
1 Room - $400 

Under the Fixed Move Schedule, you will not 
receive any additional payments for temporary 
storage, lodging, transportation or utility hook- 
ups. 

Replacement Housing Payments 

The type of Replacement Housing Payment 

Examples (Year 2005 Rate): 



(RHP) depends on whether you are an owner or a 
tenant and the length of your occupancy in the 
property being acquire$ 

If you are a qualified owner occupant of more 
than 180 days prior to the initiation of negotiations 
for the acquisition of your property, you may be 
entitled to an RHP that consists of: 

Price Differential, and 

Mortgage Differential, and 

Incidental Expenses; 

OR 

Rent Differential 

If you are a qualified owner occupant of more 
than 90 days but less than 180 days, OR you are 
a qualified tenant occupant of at least 90 days , 
you may be entitled to a RHP as follows: 

Rent Differential 

Down Payment Option 

Length of occupancy simply means counting the 
number of days that you actually occupied a 
dwelling before the date of initiation of 
negotiations by Caltrans for the purchase of the 
property. The term "initiation of negotiations" 
means the date Caltrans makes the first personal 
contact with the owner of real property, or his/ her 
representative, to give himlher a written offer for 
the property to be acquired. 

Note: lf you have been in occupancy less than 90 
a s  before the initiation of negotiations and the 
property is subsequently acquired, or if you move 
onto the property aiter the initiation of 
negotiations and you are still in occupancy on the 
date of acquisition, you mav be eligible for a 
Replacement Housing Payment, based on the 
established affordability guidelines. Check with 
your Relocation Agent before you make any 
decision to vacate your property. 

For Owner Occupants 
of 180 Days or More 

If you qualify as a 180day owner occupant, you 
may be eligible - in addition to the fair market 



value of your property - for a Replacement 
Housing Payment that consists of a Price 
Differential, Mortgage Differential 'andlor 
l ncidental Expenses. 

The Price Differential payment is the amount by 
which the cost of a replacement dwelling exceeds 
the acquisition cost of the displacement dwelling. 
This payment will assist you in purchasing a 
comparable decent, safe, and sanitary (DS&S) 
replacement dwelling. 

Caltrans will compute the maximum payment you 
may be eligible to receive. (See page 15 & 16 for 
examples). 

, 

In order to receive the full amount of the 
calculated price Differential, you must spend at 
least the amount calculated by Caltrans on a 
replacement property 

The Mortgage Differential payment will 
reimburse you for any increased mortgage 
interest costs you might incur because the 
interest rate on your new mortgage exceeds the 
interest rate on the property acquired by Caltrans 
The payment computation is complex as it is 

based on prevailing rates, your existing loan and 
your new loan. Also, some of the payment may 
be prorated such as reimbursement for a portion 
of your loan origination fees and mortgage points. 

To be eligible to receive this payment, the 
acquired property must have been encumbered 
by a bona fide mortgage which was a valid lien for 
at least 180 days prior to the initiation of 
negotiations. 

You may also be reimbursed for any actual and 
necessary Incidental Expenses that you incur in 
relation to the purchase of your replacement 
property. These expenses may be those costs 
for title search, recording fees, credit report, 
appraisal report, and certain other closing costs. 
You will not be reimbursed for any recurring costs 
such as prepaid real estate taxes and property 
insurance. 

If the total amount of your Replacement Housing 
Payment (Price Differential, Mortgage Differential 
and Incidental Expenses) exceeds $22,500, the 
payment must be deposited directly into an 
escrow account or paid directly to the mortgage 
company. 



1 Example of Price Differential Payment 
Computation: 

1 

I Assume that Caltrans purchases your property for 
/ $98,000. After a thorough study of available, 
: decent, safe and sanitary dwellings on the open 
/ market, Caltrans determines that a comparable 
1 replacement property will cost you $100,000. If 

your purchase price is $100,000, you will receive ' 
$2,000 (see Example A,) 

If your actual purchase price is more than 
1 $100,000, you pay the difference (see Example 

B.) If your purchase price is less than $100,000, 
the differential payment will be based on actual 

I costs (see Example C.) 
I 

I 
1 How much of a differential payment you receive 

depends on how much you actually spend on a 
1 replacement dwelling as shown in these 
, examples: 

Caltrans' Computation . 
Comparable Replacement Property $1 00,000 
Acquisition Price of Your Property - 98,000 

i Maximum Price Differential $ 2,000 

Example A 
Purchase Price of Replacement $1 00,000 
Comparable Replacement Property $1 00,000 
Acquisition Price of Your Property - 98,000 
Maximum Price Differential $ 2,000 

Example B 
Purchase Price of Replacement $1 05,000 
Comparable Replacement Property $1 00,000 
Acquisition Price of Your Property - 98.000 
Maximum Price Differential $ 2,000 
You Must Pay the Additional $ 5,000 

Example C 
Comparable Replacement Property $1 00,000 
Purchase Price of Replacement $ 99,000 
Acquisition Price of Your Property -98.000 
Price Differential $ 1,000 

In Example C you will only receive $1,000 - not the full 
amount of the Calfrans "Comparable Replacement 
Property" because of the "Spend to Get" requirements. 

In order for a "180 day owner occupant" to 
receive the full amount of their Replacement 
Housing Pay men t (Price Differential, Modgage 
Differential and Incidental Expenses), you m ust: 



A) Purchase and occupy a DS&S replacement 
dwelling within one year after the later of: 

(I) The date you first receive a notification 
of an available replacement house, OR 

(2) The date that Caltrans has paid the 
acquisition cost of your current dwelling 
(usually the closing of escrow on State's ' 
acquisition), 

AND 

B) Spend at least the amount of the Caltrans 
"Comparable Replacement Property" for a 
replacement property, 

AND 

C) File a claim for relocation payments within 18 
months of the later: 

(1) The date you vacate the property 
acquired by Caltrans, OR 

(2) The date that Caltrans has paid the 
acquisition cost of your current dwelling 
(usually the close of escrow on State's 

acquisition) 

You will not be eligible to receive any relocation 
payments until the State has actually made the 
first written offer to purchase the property. You 
will also receive at least 90 days' written notice 
before you must move. 

For Owner Occupants and Tenants 
of 90 Days or More 

If you qualify as a 90-day occupant (either as an 
owner or tenant), you may be eligible for a 
Replacement Housing Payment in the form of a 
Rent Differential. 

The Rent Differential payment is designed to 
assist you in renting a comparable decent, safe 
and sanitary replacement dwelling. The payment 
is based on the difference between the base 
monthly rent for the property acquired by Caltrans 
(including average monthly cost for utilities) and 
the lesser of: 

a) The monthly rent and estimated average 
monthly cost of utilities for a comparable 
replacement dwelling as determined by 
Caltrans, OR 



I 
I b) The monthly rent and estimated average 

monthly cost of utilities for the decent, 
safe and sanitary dwelling that you 

I actually rent as a replacement dwelling. 
I 

Utility costs are those expenses you incur for 
heat, lights, water, and sewer - regardless of the 
source (e.g. electricity, propane, and septic 
system.) It does not include garbage, cable, 

I telephone, or security. The utilities at your 
property are the average costs over the last 12 

I months. The utilities at the comparable 
I replacement property are the estimated costs for 
I the last 12 months for the type of dwelling and 

area used in the calculation. 

I This difference is multiplied by 42 months and 
may be paid to you in a lump sum payment or in 

i periodic installments in accordance with policy 
i and regulations. (See pages 21 - 23 for 
: examples). 

I In order to receive the full amount of the 
1 calculated Rent Differential, you must spend at ' least the amount calculated by Caltrans on a 
i replacement property. 

This payment may - with certain limitations - be 

converted to a Down Payment Option to assist 
you in purchasing a replacement property. (See 
page 17 for a full explanation) 

Example of Rent Differential Payment 
Computation: 

After a thorough study of comparable, decent, 
safe and sanitary dwellings that are available for 
rent, Caltrans determines that a comparable 
replacement property will rent for $325.00 per 
month. 

Caltrans Corn putation 
Rental Rate for Comparable 
Replacement Property: $325 per month 
PLUS: average estimated 
utility costs: + per month 
TOTAL Cost to rent Comparable 
Replacement Property $425 per month 

Rental Rate for 
Your Current Property: $300 per month 
PLUS: average utility costs + 90 per month 
TOTAL Cost you pay to rent 
your current property: $390 per month 

Comparable Replacement 
Property including utilities: $425 per month 
Cost you pay to rent your 



Property including utilities: $425 per month 
property including utilities: - - 390 per month 
Difference $ 35 per month 

Multiplied by 42 months = $1,470 Rent Differential 

Example A: 
Rental Rate for a Replacement 
Property, including estimated 
average utilities costs $525 per month 

Comparable Replacement 
Property including utilities $425 per month 

Cost you pay to rent 
your property including utilities: $390 per month 

Since $425 is less than $525, the Rent Differential is 
based on the difference between $390 and $425. 

Rent Differential ($35 x 42 months = $1.470) 

In this case you spent "at least" the amount of the 
Comparable Replacement Property on the 
replacement property and wiPP receive the full amount. 

Example B: 
Rental Rate for Replacement 
Property, including estimated 
average utilities costs: $400 per month 

Cost you pay to rent your 
property including utilities: $390 per month 

Since $400 is less than $525; the Rent Differential is 
based on the difference between $400 and $390. 

Rent Differential ($1 0 x 42 months = $4201 

In this case you spent "less than" fhe amount of the 
Comparable Replacement Property on the 
replacement property and will not receive the fudd 
amount. 

In order for a "90 day owner occupant" to 
receive the full amount of their Replacement 
Housing Payment (Rent*Differential), you must: 

A) Rent and occupy a DS&S replacement 
dwelling within one year after the later of: 

(1) The date you first receive a notification 
of an available replacement house, OR 

(2) The day you vacate the property 
acquired by Caltrans. 

Comparable Replacement 



I 

i B) Spend at least the amount of the Caltrans 
"Comparable Replacement Property" to rent a 
replacement property, 

' AND 
I C) File a claim for relocation payments within 18 ' months of the later of: . 
1 (1) The date you vacate the property 
1 acquired by Caltrans, OR 
I 

(2) The date that Caltrans has paid the 
acquisition cost of your current dwelling 
(usually the close of escrow on State's 
acquisition) 

You will not be eligible to receive any relocation 
payments until the Department has actually made 
the first written offer to purchase the property. 
And you will also receive at least 90 days' written 
notice before you must move. 

Note I: The time periods to receive benefits for a 
90-day owner occupant are different than a 180- 
day owner occupant. 

Note 2: I f  the Rent Differential is convetted to a 
Down Payment Option, there is no "spend-to-get'' 

requirement. 

Down Payment Option 

The Rent Differential payment may - with certain 
limitations - be converted to a Down Payment 
Option to assist you in purchasing a replacement 
property. The Down Payment option is a direct 
conversion of the Rent Differential payment. 

If the Caltrans calculated Rent Differential is 
between $0 and $5,250, your Down Payment 
option will be $5,250 which can be used towards 
the purchase of a replacement decent, safe and 
sanitary dwelling. 

If the Rent Differential is over $5,250, you may be 
able to convert the entire amount of the Rent 
Differential to a Down Payment option. 

The Down Payment must be used for acquisition 
of the replacement dwelling, plus any eligible 
incidental expenses (see page I 5  "I 80-day 
Owner Occupants Incidental Expenses") related 
to the purchase of the property. You must work 
closely with your Relocation Agent to ensure you 
can utilize the full amount of your Down Payment 
option towards the purchase. 



If any portion of the Rent Differential was used 
prior to the decision to convert to a Down 
Payment option, those advance payments will be 
deducted from the entire benefit. 

Last Resort Housing 
On most projects, an adequate supply of housing 
will be available for sale and for rent, and the 
benefits provided will be sufficient to enable you 
to relocate to comparable housing. However, 
there may be projects in certain locations where 
the supply of available housing is insufficient to 
provide the necessary housing for those persons 
being displaced. In such cases, Caltrans will 
utilize a method called Last Resort Housing. Last 
Resort Housing allows Caltrans to construct, 
rehabilitate or modify housing in order to meet the 
needs of the people displaced from a project. 
Caltrans can also pay above the statutory limits of 
$5,250 and $22,500 in order to make available 
housing affordable. 

Relocation Advisory Assistance 

Any individual, family, business or farm displaced 
by Caltrans shall be offered relocation advisory 
assistance for the purpose of locating a 
replacement property. Relocation services are 
provided by qualified personnel employed by 
Caltrans. It is their-goal and desire to be of 
service to you and assist in any way possible to 
help you successfully relocate. 

A Relocation Agent from Caltrans will contact you 
personally. Relocation services and payments 
will be explained to you in accordance with your 
eligibility. During the initial interview with you, 
your housing needs and desires will be 



determined as well as your need for assistance. 
You cannot be required to move unless at least 
one comparable replacement dwelling is made 
available to you. 

You can expect to receive the following services, 
advice and assistance from your Relocation 
Agent who will: 

Explain the relocation benefits and eligibility 
requirements. 
Provide the amount of the replacement 
housing payment in writing. 
Assure the availability of a comparable 
property before you move. 
Inspect possible replacement residential 
units for DS&S compliance. 
Provide information on counseling you can 
obtain to help minimize hardships in 
adjusting to your new location. 
Assist you in completing loan documents, 
rental applications or Relocation Claims 
Forms. 

AND provide information on: 

Security deposits 
Interest rates and terms 
Typical down payments 

Veterans Administration and Federal 
Housing Administration loan requirements 
Real property taxes 
Consumer education literature on housing 

If you desire, your Relocation Agent will give you 
current listings of other available replacement 
housing. Transportation will be provided to 
inspect available housing, especially if you are 
elderly or handicapped. Though you may use the 
services of a real estate broker, Caltrans cannot 
provide a referral. 

Your Relocation Agent is familiar with the 
services provided by others in your community 
and will provide information on other federal, 
state, and local housing programs offering 
assistance to displaced persons. If you have 
special problems, your Relocation Agent will 
make every effort to secure the services of those 
agencies with trained personnel who have the 
expertise to help you. 

If the highway project will require a considerable 
number of people to be relocated, Caltrans will 
establish a temporary Relocation Field Office on 
or near the project. Project relocation offices will 
be open during convenient hours and evening 
hours if necessary. 



In addition to these services , Caltrans is required 
to coordinate its relocation activities with other 
agencies causing displacements to ensure that all 
persons displaced receive fair and consistent 
relocation benefits. 

Remember - YOUR RELOCATION AGENT is, 
there to offer advice and assistance. Do not 
hesitate to ask questions. And be sure you fully 
understand all of your rights and available 
benefits. 

Your Rights As A Displacee 
All eligible displacees have a freedom of choice in 
the selection of replacement housing, and 
Caltrans will not require any displaced person to 
accept a replacement dwelling provided by 
Caltrans. If you decide not to accept the 
replacement housing offered by Caltrans, you 
may secure a replacement dwelling of your 
choice, providing it meets DS&S housing 
standards. Caitrans will not pay more than your 
calculated benefits on any replacement property. 

The most important thing to remember is that the 
replacement dwelling you select must meet the 
basic "decent, safe, and sanitary" standards. Do 
not execute a ourchase aclreement or a rental 



agreement until a representative from Caltrans 
has inspected and certified in writing that the 
dwelling you propose to occupy meets the basic 
standards. DO NOT jeopardize your right to 
receive a replacement housing payment by 
moving into a substandard dwelling. 

It is important to remember that your relocation 
benefits will not have an adverse affect on your: 

Social Security Eligibility 
Welfare Eligibility 
Income Taxes 

In addition, the Title Vlll of the Civil Rights Act of 
1968 and later acts and amendments make - 
discriminatory practices in the purchase and 
rental of most residential units illegal if based on 
race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. 

Whenever possible, minority persons shall be 
given reasonable opportunities to relocate to 
decent, safe, and sanitaly replacement dwellings, 
not located in an area of minority concentration, 
and that is within their financial means. This 
policy, however, does not require Caltrans to 
provide a person a larger payment than is 
necessary to enable a person to relocate to a 
comparable replacement dwelling. 

Caltrans' Non-Discrimination Policv ensures that 
all services and/or benefits will be administered to 
the general public without regard to race, color, 
national origin, or sex in compliance with Title VI 
of the 1964 Civil Rights Act (42 USC 2000d. et 
seq . . ) 

And you always have the Right to Appeal any 
decision by Caltrans regarding your relocation 
benefits and eligibility. 

Your Right of Appeal is guaranteed in the 
"Uniform Ad" which states that any person may 
file an appeal with the head of the responsible 
agency if that person believes that the agency 
has failed to properly determine the persorr's 
eligibility or the amount of a payment authorized 
by the Act. 

If you indicate your dissatisfaction, either verbally 
or in writing, Caltrans will assist you in filing an 
appeal and explain the procedures to be followed. 
You will be given a prompt and full opportunity to 
be heard. You have the right to be represented 
by legal counsel or other representative in 
connection with the appeal (but solely at your own 
expense.) 



NOTES 

Caltrans will consider all pertinent justifications 
and materials submitted by you and other 
available information needed to ensure a fair 
review. Caltrans will provide you with a written 
determination resulting from the appeal with an 
explanation of the basis for the decision. If you 
are still dissatisfied with the relief granted, , 
Caltrans will advise you that you may seek 
judicial review. 
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Residencial 1

Introducción

En la construcción de un sistema moderno de transportación, el desplazamiento
de un pequeño porcentaje de la población es a menudo necesario.   Sin embargo,
la política de Caltrans es que las personas desalojadas no tengan que sufrir
innecesariamente como resultado de los programas diseñados para el beneficio
del público en general.

Los individuos y familias desplazadas pueden ser elegibles para recibir servicios
de asesoramiento y pagos de reubicación.

Este folleto provee información acerca de los servicios y pagos de reubicación
disponibles.  Si usted es requerido a mudarse como resultado de un proyecto de
transportación, un Agente de Reubicación se comunicará con usted. El Agente
de Reubicación le contestará preguntas específicas y le proveerá información
adicional.

Ley de Procedimiento Uniforme de Asistencia para
Rubicación y Adquisición de Bienes Raíces de 1970,

Enmendada “La Ley Uniforme”

El propósito de esta Ley es proveer tratamiento igual y uniforme para las
personas que son desplazadas de sus hogares, negocios, u operaciones
agrícolas por programas federales o programas que son asistidos con fondos
federales y para establecer uniformidad e igualdad  en la política de adquisición
de tierras por programas federales y programas asistidos con fondos federales.

La ley trata de asegurar que las personas desplazadas directamente como
resultado de proyectos federales o proyectos asistidos con fondos federales sean
tratados con igualdad, consistencia y equidad para que esas personas no sufran

Sus Derechos y Beneficios Como Una Persona
Desplazada Bajo el Programa Uniforme De

Asistencia Para Reubicación
(Residencial)
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daños desproporcionados como resultado de proyectos designados para el
beneficio del público en general.

Aunque se ha hecho un esfuerzo para asegurar la precisión de este folleto, debe
de ser entendido que no tiene la fuerza o efectos de la ley, regla, o regulación
que gobierna el pago de los beneficios.  Si hay diferencias o error, la ley tomará
precedencia.

Algunas Definiciones Importantes…

Sus beneficios de reubicación pueden ser entendidos mejor si usted entiende los
siguientes términos:

Vivienda de Restitución comparable:  significa una propiedad que es:

(1) Decente, segura y sanitaria.  (Vea la definición abajo.)

(2) Equivalente funcionalmente a la propiedad desplazada.

(3) Adecuada en tamaño para acomodar a la familia que esta siendo
reubicada.

(4) En un área que no esté sujeta a condiciones irrazonablemente adversas.

(5) En una localidad generalmente no menos deseable que la localidad de su
propiedad desplazada con respecto a servicios  públicos, y acceso
razonable al lugar de empleo.

(6) En una parcela de tamaño típico para el desarrollo de una residencia de
tamaño normal.

Decente, Segura y Sanitaria (DS&S):  La vivienda de restitución debe de ser
decente, segura y sanitaria … que significa que llena todos los requisítos
mínimos establecidos por las regulaciones federales y conforme a los códigos de
ocupación de viviendas aplicables.   La propiedad será:

(1) Buena estructuralmente, cerrada a las condiciones climáticas y en buen
estado de reparación.

(2) Contiene un sistema eléctrico adecuado para iluminación y otros aparatos.

(3) Contiene un sistema de calefacción capáz de mantener una temperatura
saludable (de aproximadamente 70 grados) para la persona desplazada,
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con excepción en aquellas áreas donde las condiciones climáticas no
requieren dicho sistema.

(4) Debe de ser adecuada en tamaño con respecto al número de cuartos y
áreas para vivir necesarias para acomodar a las personas desplazadas.
Es política de Caltrans que más de dos personas no deben de estar en un
solo cuarto, a menos que que el tamaño del cuarto sea suficientemente
adecuado para acomodar los muebles de dormitorios necesarios de los
ocupantes.

(5) Tener un baño separado, bien iluminado y ventilado que sea privado a los
usuarios y que contenga un lavamanos, una tina o regadera, y un
excusado, todos en buenas condiciones y apropiadamente conectados a
los sistemas de aguas negras y aguas potables.

Nota:  En el caso de una propiedad residencial, debe de haber una área de
cocina que contenga un lavatrastos usable, propiamente conectado a agua
caliente y agua fría, y al sistema de drenaje, y con espacio adecuado para
utilizar los servicios y connecciones para una estufa y un refrigerador.

(6) Que contenga salidas sin obstrucción y seguros espacio abierto al nivel del
suelo.  Si la propiedad de restitución está en el segundo piso o más arriba,
que tenga acceso directamente desde o a travéz de un corredor, y que éste
corredor común debe de tener al menos dos salidas.

(7) Si la persona desplazada es incapacitada físicamente, debe de ser libre de
cualquier barrera que le impidan la entrada o salida, o uso razonable de la
propiedad por dicha persona incapacitada.

Persona Desplazada: Cualquier individuo o familia que se mueva de una
propiedad o mueva sus bienes personales de una propiedad como resultado de
la adquisición de bienes raíces, en todo o en parte, o como resultado de una
notificación escrita de una agencia pidiéndole que desocupe la propiedad que se
necesita para un proyecto de transportación.  En el caso de una adquisición
parcial, Caltrans debe de determinar si la persona es desplazada directamente
como resultado de esta adquisición.

Los residentes que no están legalmente en los Estados Unidos no son elegibles
para recibir pagos y asistencia de reubicación.
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Los beneficios de reubicación van a variar dependiendo del tipo y tiempo de
ocupación.  Como una persona desplazada de una unidad residencial usted
puede ser clasificado como:

• Un dueño ocupante de una propiedad residencial (incluyendo casas movibles)

• Un inquilino ocupante de una propiedad residencial (incluyendo casas
movibles y cuartos para dormir)

Vivienda:  El lugar de permanencia o residencia regular y usual de una persona,
de acuerdo a las costumbres locales  o la ley, incluyendo una unidad familiar, una
unidad familiar en un complejo doble o multi-familiar, o una propiedad de uso
múltiple, una unidad de condominio o proyecto de vivienda en cooperativa, una
unidad libre de mantenimiento doméstico, una casa movible, o cualquier otra
unidad residencial.

Dueño:  Una persona es considerada que llena los requisitos de dueño de una
casa, si esta persona compra, tiene título o tiene algunos de los siguientes
intereses en una propiedad:

(1) Una escritura de propiedad, un interés de por vida en una propiedad, un
contrato de renta por 99 años, un contrato oral de renta incluyendo una
opción para extensión con al menos 50 años que queden después de la
fecha de adquisición; o

(2) El interés en un proyecto de vivienda en cooperativa que incluya el derecho
de ocupar una vivienda; o

(3) Un contrato de compra de interés, o bienes raíces.

(4) Algún otro interés, incluyendo intereses parciales, qua a juicio de la agencia
garanticen los pagos como dueño.

Inquilino:  Una persona que tiene el uso y la ocupación temporal de una
propiedad de la que otro es dueño.
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Gastos de Mudanza

Si usted califica como persona desplazada, usted tiene derecho a reembolso de
sus gastos de mudanza y a ciertos gastos relacionados incurridos durante el
traslado.   Los métodos de traslado y los distintos tipos de pagos para gastos de
mudanza son explicados abajo.

Los individuos y familias desplazadas pueden escoger un pago basado en los
gastos reales, razonables y los gastos relacionados, o de acuerdo a una lista de
costos fijos de mudanza.   Sin embargo, para asegurar su elegibilidad y el pago
rápido de sus gastos de mudanza, usted debe de ponerse en contacto con su
Agente de Rubicación antes de mudarse.

Usted Puede Elegir Entre:

Los Gastos Razonables de Mudanza – A usted se le puede pagar por los
gastos razonables de mudanza y gastos relacionados cuando una compañia
comercial de mudanza hace la mudanza.   Los reembolsos deberán ser limitados
a una mudanza de 50 millas o menos.   Los gastos relacionados pueden incluir:

• Transportación.

• Empaque y desempaque de propiedades personales.

• Desconexión y reconexión de aparatos eléctricos.

• Almacenaje temporal de propiedades personales.

• Seguros cuando la propiedad está almacenada o en tránsito.

Ó

Lista de Costos Fijos de Mudanza – A usted se le puede pagar basado en una
lista de costos fijos de mudanza.   Bajo esta opción, usted no puede ser elegible
para reembolsos de gastos relacionados incluídos en la lista de arriba.   Esta lista
de gastos fijos está designada a cubrir todos esos gastos.

Por ejemplo (Tarifa para el año 2001)
4 Cuartos - $   950
7 Cuartos - $1,550
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Los costos fijos de mudanza para una unidad amueblada (ejemplo, usted es
inquilino en un apartamento donde los muebles pertenecen al dueño de la
vivienda) estan basados en la Tabla de Honorarios B.

Ejemplos (Taza en el año 2001):
4 Cuartos - $475
7 Cuartos - $625

Bajo la lista de Pago Fijos de Mudanza, usted no puede recibir ningun pago
adicional por almacenamiento temporario, vivienda temporaria, transportación o
conexiones de servicios públicos.
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Pagos Para Vivienda de Restitución

El tipo de Pago Para Vivienda de Restitución (RHP) depende de si usted es
dueño o un inquilino, y en el tiempo de ocupación que tiene de la propiedad que
será adquirida.

Si usted es calificado como dueño ocupante de más de 180 días antes de la
iniciación de negociaciones para la adquisición de su propiedad, usted puede
tener derecho a recibir RHP que consiste en:

Diferencia de Precio, y

Diferencia para Hipoteca, y

Gastos Incidentales

O

Diferencia Para Rentar

Si usted es calificado como dueño ocupante de más de 90 días, pero menos de
180 días, O si usted es calificado como inquilino ocupante de al menos 90 días,
usted puede tener derecho a recibir RHP así:

Diferencia Para Rentar

U

Opción para Enganche

Tiempo de ocupación simplemente significa contar el número de días que usted
actualmente ocupó la vivienda antes de la fecha de iniación de negociaciones por
Caltrans para la compra de la propiedad.   El término “iniciación de
negociaciones” significa la fecha que Caltrans hizo el primer contacto personal
con el dueño de bienes raíces, o su representante, para darle a el/ella una oferta
escrita para la adquisición de la propiedad.

Nota:  Si usted ocupó una vivienda por menos de 90 días antes de la iniciación
de negociaciones y la propiedad es posteriormente adquirida, o si usted se mudó
a la propiedad después de la iniciación de negociaciones y usted todavía
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ocupaba la propiedad a la fecha de adquisición, usted puede ser elegible para un
Pago para Restitución de Vivienda, basado en una guía de elegibilidad
establecida.  Consulte con su Agente de Reubicación antes de que haga
cualquier decisión de mudarse de su propiedad.

Para Ocupantes de 180 Días o Más

Si usted califica como dueño ocupante de 180 días, puede ser elegible – además
del valor equitativo en el  mercado de su propiedad – para un Pago de
Restitución de Vivienda que consiste en un pago de Diferencia de Precio y/o
Gastos Incidentales.

El Pago de Diferencia de Precio  es la cantidad por la que el costo de una
vivienda de restitución excede el costo de adquisición de la vivienda desplazada.
Este pago le asistirá en la compra de una vivienda decente, segura, y sanitaria
(DS&S).   Caltrans computará el pago máximo que usted puede ser elegible para
recibir.  (Vea un ejemplo en la página 15.)

Para recibir la cantidad total de la diferencia de precio calculadas, usted debe de
gastar al menos la cantidad calculada por Caltrans en la propiedad de restitución.

El pago de Diferencia de Hipoteca le será reembolsado por cualquier aumento
del costo de interés en la hipoteca que usted haya incurrido porque la taza de
interés en su nueva hipoteca excede la taza de interés de la propiedad adquirida
por Caltrans.  La computación del pago es complicada ya que está basada en las
tazas típicas entre su préstamo anterior y su préstamo nuevo.   También, una
parte de los pagos pueden ser prorrateado como reembolso por una porción de
los honorarios de su préstamo y los puntos (intereses) de la hipoteca.

Para ser elegible para recibir este pago, la propiedad adquirida debe de ser
hipotecada con una hipoteca de buena fé, la cual fue un crédito válido de por lo
menos 180 días antes de la iniciación de negociaciones.

Usted también puede ser reembolsado por cualquier Gasto Incidental actual y
necesario que usted incurra en relación con la compra de su propiedad de
restitución.   Estos gastos pueden ser los costos por búsqueda de título,
honorarios de copia en el Registro, reporte de crédito, reporte de evaluación, y
ciertos otros gastos de cierre de escritura.   Usted no puede ser reembolsado por
ningún gasto frequente como pre-pagos de impuesto de bienes raíces y seguro
de propiedad.
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Si la cantidad total de su Pago de Vivienda de Restitución (Diferencia de
Precio, Diferencia Para Hipoteca y Gastos Incidentales) excede $22,500, el pago
debe de ser depositado directamente en una cuenta fiduciaria o ser pagado
directamente a la compañía financiera.

EJEMPLO DE COMO SE CALCULA LA DIFERENCIA DE PAGO:

Suponga que Caltrans compra su propiedad por $98,000.   Después de un
estudio completo de viviendas disponibles en el mercado, que sean decentes,
seguras y sanitarias, Caltrans determina que la propiedad de restitución
comparable en el mercado abierto le costará $100,000.  Si su precio de compra
es $100,000 usted recibirá $2,000 (Vea el Ejemplo A)

Si su precio de compra es de más de $100,000, usted paga la diferencia (vea el
Ejemplo B).   Si su precio de compra es menos de $100,000, el pago se basará
en los costos actuales (vea el Ejemplo C).

La cantidad que usted recibe en un pago diferencial dependerá de cuanto usted
realmente gasta en una vivienda de restitución, como se muestra en estos
ejemplos.

Computación de Caltrans

Precio Comparable de la Propiedad de Restitución $100,000

Precio de Adquisición de su Propiedad  – $  98,000

Diferencia Máxima de Precio $    2,000

Ejemplo A

Precio de Compra de Restitución $100,000

Propiedad Comparable de Restitución $100,000

Precio de Adquisición de su Propiedad – $  98,000

Diferencia Máxima de Precio $    2,000
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Ejemplo B

Precio de Compra de Restitución $105,000

Propiedad Comparable de Restitución $100,000

Precio de Adquisición de su Propiedad – $  98,000

Diferencia Máxima de Precio $   2,000
Usted Debe de Pagar el Precio Adicional de $   5,000

Ejemplo C

Propiedad Comparable de Restitución $100,000
Precio de Compra  de Restitución $  99,000
Precio de Adquisición de su Propiedad – $  98,000
Diferencia de Precio $    1,000

En el ejemplo C usted solo recibirá $1,000 – no la cantidad completa de “La
propiedad Comparable de Restitución” por los requisítos de “Gastar para
Obtener” de Caltrans.

PARA QUE UN “DUENO OCUPANTE DE 180 DÍAS” RECIBA LA CANTIDAD
TOTAL DE SUS BENEFICIOS DE PAGOS PARA VIVIENDA (Diferencia de
Precio, Diferencia de Hipoteca y Gastos Incidentales), usted debe:

A) Comprar y ocupar una vivienda de restitución que sea DS&S dentro de al
menos un año desde la fecha más tarde de:

(1) La fecha en que recibió la primera notificación de una casa de
restitución, O

(2) La fecha que Caltrans pagó los costos de adquisición de su vivienda
actual (usualmente los gastos de cierre de escritura en la adquisición del
Estado.)

Y

B) Haber gastado al menos la cantidad que Caltrans estableció para “La
Propiedad Comparable de Restitución” para la propiedad de restitución.

Y
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C)  Reportar un reclamo para pago para reubicación dentro de los 18 meses de
la fecha más tarde de:

(1) La fecha en que se mudó de la propiedad adquirida por Caltrans, O

(2) La fecha en que Caltrans le pagó los costos de adquisición de su
vivienda actual (usualmente al cierre de escritura en la adquisición del
Estado.)

Usted no será elegible para recibir ningún pago de reubicación hasta que el
Estado haya hecho la primera oferta por escrito de la compra de la propiedad.
Usted también recibirá una notificación escrita por lo menos 90 días antes de
tener que mudarse.

Para Dueños Ocupantes e Inquilinos de 90 Días o Más

Si usted califica como un ocupante (ya sea como dueño o inquilino) de 90
días, usted puede ser elegible para un Pago de Vivienda de Restitución en la
forma de Diferencia para Rentar.

El pago de la Diferencia para Rentar es designado para asistirle en la renta de
una vivienda comparable que sea decente, segura y sanitaria. El pago será
basado en la diferencia entre la renta básica mensual por la propiedad adquirida
por Caltrans (incluyendo el promedio del costo mensual de servicios públicos) y
el menor de:

a) La renta mensual y el promedio del costo mensual estimado de los
servicios públicos para una vivienda comparable de restitución determinada
por Caltrans, O

b) La renta mensual y el promedio del costo mensual estimado de los
servicios públicos para una vivienda decente, segura y sanitaria que usted
rente como vivienda de restitución.

Gastos de servicios públicos son esos gastos que usted incurre por calefacción,
luz, agua, aguas negras y basura – sin importar quien los provea (ejemplo,
electricidad, gas propano, y sistema séptico.)   No incluye cable de televisión,
teléfono, o seguridad.  Los servicios públicos en su propiedad de restitución será
el estimado del promedio de costos por los 3 últimos meses para el tipo de
vivienda y área usados en los cálculos.
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Esta diferencia es multiplicada por 42 meses y le puede ser pagado en una sola
suma o en pagos periódicos de acuerdo con la política y regulaciones. (Vea un
ejemplo en la página 21.)

Para recibir la cantidad calculada total de la diferencia para rentar, usted debe
gastar al menos la cantidad calculada por Caltrans en la propiedad de restitución.

Este pago puede – con ciertas limitaciones – ser convertido en una Opción para
Enganche para asistirle en la compra de una propiedad de restitución (Vea la
página 25 para una explicación completa.)

EJEMPLO DE LA COMPUTACIÓN DEL
PAGO DE LA DIFERENCIA PARA RENTAR:

Después de hacer un estudio completo de viviendas comparables, decentes,
seguras y sanitarias que estén disponibles para rentar, Caltrans determina que
una propiedad comparable de restitución podría ser rentada por $325 al mes.

Computación de Caltrans

Renta por una Propiedad Comparable de Restitución       $ 325 al mes

MÁS: estimado de costos de servicios públicos 100 al mes

TOTAL Costo de renta por una Propiedad Comparable
de Restitución $ 425 al mes

Renta por su Propiedad Actual $ 300 al mes

MÁS:  costos de servicios públicos 90 al mes

TOTAL Costo para pagar la renta de su propiedad actual $ 390 al mes

Propiedad Comparable de Restitución incluyendo servicios
públicos $ 425 al mes

Costo para pagar la renta de su propiedad incluyendo
servicios públicos 390 al mes

Diferencia $  35 al mes

Multiplicado por 42 meses = $1,470 Diferencia para Rentar
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Ejemplo A:
Renta para una Propiedad de Restitución, incluyendo los costos
estimados de servicios públicos $ 525 al mes

Propiedad Comparable de Restitución incluyendo servicios
públicos $ 425 al mes

Costos de pago de la renta de su propiedad incluyendo
servicios públicos $ 390 al mes

Ya que $425 es menos que $525, la diferencia para rentar está basada en la diferencia
entre $390 y $425.

Diferencia para Rentar ($35 x 42 meses = $1,470)

En este caso usted gasta “al menos” la cantidad de la Propiedad de Restitución
Comparable en la propiedad de restitución y así recibirá la cantidad total.

Ejemplo B:
Renta por una Propiedad de Restitución, incluyendo los costos
estimados de servicios públicos $ 400 al mes

Propiedad Comparable de Restitución incluyendo servicios
públicos     $ 425 al mes

Costos de pago de la renta de su propiedad incluyendo
servicios públicos    $ 390 al mes

Ya que $400 es menos que $525, la diferencia para rentar está basada en la diferencia
entre $400 y $390.

Diferencia para Rentar ($10x 42 meses = $420)

En este caso usted va a gastar “menos que” la cantidad de Propiedad de
Restitución Comparable en la restitución de la vivienda y usted no recibirá la
cantidad total.

PARA QUE UN “DUENO OCUPANTE DE 90 DÍAS” RECIBA LA CANTIDAD
TOTAL DE PAGO PARA SU VIVIENDA DE RESTITUCION (Diferencia para
Rentar), usted debe de:

A) Rentar y ocupar una vivienda de restitución DS&S dentro de un año después
de la última fecha de:
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(1) La fecha en que usted recibió la primera notificación de una casa de
restitución disponible, O

(2) El día en que usted su mudó de la propiedad adquirida por Caltrans.

Y

B) Gastar al menos la cantidad de la “Propiedad Comparable de Restitución” de
Caltrans para rentar una vivienda de restitución.

Y

C) Reportar un reclamo para pagos de reubicación dentro de los 18 meses de la
fecha más tarde:

(1) La fecha en que usted se mudó de la propiedad adquirida por Caltrans,
O

(2) La fecha en que Caltrans le pagó los costos de adquisición de su
propiedad actual (usualmente al cierre de escritura de la adquisición del
Estado.)

Usted no será elegible para recibir ningún pago de reubicación hasta que haya
hecho la primera oferta escrita para comprar la propiedad.   Además, usted
recibirá al menos una noticia por escrito 90 días antes de tener que mudarse.
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OPCIÓN PARA ENGANCHE

El pago de Diferencia para Rentar puede –  con ciertas limitaciones – ser
convertido en una Opción para Enganche para asistirle en la compra de una
propiedad de restitución.  La Opción para Enganche es una conversión directa
del pago de la diferencia para rentar.

Si la diferencia para rentar es calculada entre $0 y $5,250, su Opción Para
Enganche será de $5,250 la cual puede ser usada para la compra de una
vivienda de restitución decente, segura y sanitaria.

Si la diferencia para rentar es más de $5,250 usted podrá convertir la cantidad
completa de diferencia para rentar a una Opción Para Enganche.

La Opción Para Enganche debe de ser usada para el enganche requerido, la cual
usualmente es un porcentage del precio total de compra, más cualquier gasto
incidental elegible (vea la página 14, “Gastos Incidentales para Dueños
Ocupantes de 180 días”) relacionado con la compra de la propiedad.   Usted
debe trabajar junto con su Agente de Reubicación para asegurarse de que puede
utilizar la cantidad total de su Opción Para Enganche en su compra.

Si alguna porción de la diferencia para rentar fue usada antes de su decisión de
convertirla a una Opción Para Enganche, los pagos avanzados serán deducidos
de los beneficios completos.
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CASA DEL ÚLTIMO RECURSO

En la mayoría de los proyectos de Caltrans, existe una cantidad adecuada de
viviendas de venta y alquiler, y los beneficios serán suficientes para que usted
pueda reubicarse a una vivienda comparable.   Sin embargo, en ciertas
localidades pueden haber proyectos donde el número de viviendas disponibles
no son suficientes para proveer viviendas a todas las personas desplazadas.   En
estos casos, Caltrans utiliza un método llamado Casa del Último Recurso.  La
Casa del Último Recurso permite a Caltrans construir, rehabilitar, o modificar
viviendas para cumplir con las necesidades de las personas desplazadas por un
proyecto.   Caltrans puede también pagar arriba de los límites legales de $5,250 y
$22,500 para hacer posible viviendas con precios razonables.

Asistencia de Consulta
Para Reubicación

A cualquier individuo, familia, negocio u operación agrícola desplazada por
Caltrans deberá ofrecérsele servicios de asistencia  con el propósito de localizar
una propiedad de restitución.   Los servicios de reubicación son proveídos por
empleados calificados de Caltrans.   Es la meta de ellos y el deseo de estos
empleados de servirle y asistirle de cualquier manera posible para ayudarle a
reubicarse exitosamente.

Un Agente de Reubicación de Caltrans se pondrá en contacto con usted
personalmente.  Los servicios de reubicación y pagos se le explicarán de acuerdo
con su elegibilidad.   Durante la entrevista inicial, sus necesidades de vivienda y
deseos se determinarán así como sus necesidades de asistencia.  No se le
puede pedir que se mude a menos que una vivienda comparable de restitución le
sea disponible.

Usted puede esperar recibir los siguientes servicios, consejos y asistencia de su
Agente de Reubicación quien le:

• Explicará los beneficios de reubicación y los requesitos de elegibilidad.

• Proveerá por escrito la cantidad de pago por su vivienda de restitución.

• Asegurará la disposición de una propiedad comparable antes de que se mude.

• Inspeccionará las posibles unidades residenciales de restitución para el
cumplimiento de DS&S.
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• Proveerá información y aconsejará como puede obtener ayuda para minimizar
las adversidades en ajustarse a su nueva localidad.

• Ayudará en completar los documentos de préstamos, aplicaciones de rentas o
las Formas de Reclamo para Reubicación.

Y proveerle información de:

• Seguro de Depósitos

• Taza de intereses y términos

• Pagos típicos de enganches

• Requisitos de préstamos de la Administración de Veteranos (VA) y la
Administración de Vivienda Federal (FHA)

• Impuestos sobre bienes raíces

• Literatura de educación en viviendas para el consumidor

Si usted lo desea, el Agente de Reubicación le dará una lista actual de otras
viviendas de restitución disponibles.

Se proveerá transportación para inspeccionar viviendas disponibles,
especialmente si usted es mayor de edad o con impedimiento físico.  Aunque
usted puede utilizar los servicios de un agente de bienes raíces, Caltrans no lo
podrá referir.

Su Agente de Reubicación está familiarizado con los servicios proveídos por
otras agencias de su comunidad y le proveerá información de otros programas
de viviendas federales, estatales y locales que ofrecen programas de asistencia
para personas desplazadas.   Si usted tiene algun problema especial, su Agente
de Reubicación hará su mejor esfuerzo para asegurarle los servicios de esas
agencias con personal capacitado y con experiencia que le ayudarán.

Si el proyecto de transportación requiere un número considerable de personas
que sean reubicados, Caltrans establecerá una Oficina Temporal de Reubicación
en, o cerca del proyecto.   Las oficinas de proyectos de reubicación deberán de
abrirse durante horas convenientes y en horas tempranas de la noche, si es
necesario.
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Además de estos servicios, Caltrans es requirido que coordine las actividades de
otras agencias que causen desplazamientos para asegurar que todas esas
personas desplazadas reciban beneficios de reubicación equitativos y
consistentes.

Recuerde – SU AGENTE DE REUBICACIÓN está para aconsejarle y asistirle.
No vacile en hacer preguntas, y asegúrese de que entiende completamente sus
derechos y beneficios de reubicación disponibles.
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SUS DERECHOS COMO UNA PERSONA DESPLAZADA

Todas las personas elegibles como personas desplazadas tienen la libertad de
escoger dentro de la selección de viviendas de restitución, y Caltrans no
requerirá a ninguna persona que sea desplazada que acepte una vivienda de
restitución proveída por Caltrans.   Si usted decide no aceptar la vivienda de
restitución ofrecida por Caltrans, usted puede elegir una vivienda de restitución
de su propia selección, mientras que cumple con los requisítos de DS&S.
Caltrans no pagará más que los beneficios calculados por una vivienda de
restitución.

Lo más importante que usted debe de recordar es que la vivienda de restitución
que usted seleccione debe de llenar los requisítos básicos de “decente, segura y
sanitaria”.  No ejecute los documentos de compra o el contrato de renta hasta
que un representante de Caltrans haya inspeccionado y certificado por escrito
que la vivienda que usted se propone ocupar cumple con los requisítos básicos.
NO ARRIESGUE su derecho de recibir los pagos de vivienda de restitución por
mudarse a una vivienda que no sea “decente, segura y sanitaria.”

Es importante recordar que sus beneficios de reubicación no van a tener ningún
efecto adverso  en su:

• Elegibilidad para Seguro Social

• Elegibilidad para Asistencia Social

• Impuestos sobre ingresos

Además, el Título VIII de los Derechos Civiles, Ley de 1968 y luego otras leyes y
enmiendas hacen descriminatoria la práctica de compra y renta de unidades de
vivienda si es basada ilegalmente en la raza, color, religión, sexo u origen
nacional.

Cuando sea posible, a personas de minorías se les debe de dar oportunidades
razonables para reubicarse a viviendas de restitución que sean decentes,
seguras y sanitarias, no localizadas en áreas de concentración de minorías, y
que estén dentro de sus recursos económicos.  Esta política, sin embargo, no
requiere que Caltrans provea a una persona pagos más grandes de lo que sean
necesarios para permitir que la persona sea reubicada a una vivienda de
restitución comparable.
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La política No-Descriminatoria de Caltrans asegura que todos los servicios y/o
los beneficios deben de ser administrados al público en general sin importar la
raza, color, origen nacional, o sexo en cumplimiento con el Título VI de la Ley de
Derechos Civiles de 1964 (42 USC 2000 d. et seq.)

Usted siempre tendrá el Derecho de Apelar cualquier decisión hecha por Caltrans
relacionada a los beneficios de reubicación y elegibilidad.

Su Derecho de Apelar está garantizado en la “Ley Uniforme” la cual establece
que una persona puede apelar al jefe de la agencia responsable, si ella cree que
la agencia ha fallado en determinar correctamente su elegibilidad, o la cifra del
pago autorizado por la Ley.

Si usted indica su disatisfacción, ya sea verbalmente o por escrito, Caltrans le
asistirá en hacer su demanda de apelación y le explicará el procedimiento que
debe de seguir.   Usted tiene derecho de ser representado por un asesor legal u
otro representante en conexión con su apelación (pero solamente por su propia
cuenta.)

Caltrans considerará toda justificación y materia pertinente que usted entregue u
otra información disponible, necesaria para asegurar una audiencia equitativa.
Caltrans le proveerá una determinación por escrito del resultado de su apelación,
con una explicación sobre la base de la decisión.  Si usted aún no está satisfecho
con la decisión otorgada, Caltrans le aconsejará que usted puede pedir una
audiencia judicial.

Noticiero de la Ley para Americanos con Incapacidades Físicas (ADA):

Para personas con incapacidades físicas, este documento es
disponible en formatos alternativos. Para Información llame al
número (916) 654-5413 Voz, CRS: 1-800-735-2929, o escriba a
Derecho de Vía, MS 37, 1120 N Street, Sacramento, CA 95814.
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NOTAS



 



 

D MINIMIZATION AND/OR MITIGATION SUMMARY 



 



Appendix D Mitigation Monitoring Reporting Program 
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Impact Avoidance or Minimization Measure Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 

Phase 
Implementing 
Department 

Monitoring/ 
Reporting 
Agency/ 

Department 
Land Use      

 The City will ensure that access to all 
commercial properties is maintained during 
construction and after project implementation.   
The City will replace all sidewalks and 
streetscape infrastructure as part of the 
construction of the Proposed Build Alternative. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Construction and 
Operation 

City of Moorpark, 
DPW 
 
 
 
 

City of 
Moorpark, DPW 
 
 

Community Impacts      
Relocations The project has been developed in conformity 

with the Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, which states that no person in the United 
States shall be excluded from participation in or 
otherwise discriminated against on the basis of 
race, color, and national origin under any 
program or activity receiving Federal financial 
assistance.  The City will comply with Title VI 
under the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to ensure 
that all affected property owners are 
compensated fairly. 

 Planning Caltrans and City 
of Moorpark 

Caltrans and City 
of Moorpark 



Appendix D Mitigation Monitoring Reporting Program (Continued) 

Page D-2 Los Angeles Avenue Road Widening 
 Supplemental Initial Study/Environmental Assessment 

Impact Avoidance or Minimization Measure Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 

Phase 
Implementing 
Department 

Monitoring/ 
Reporting 
Agency/ 

Department 
Public Services      

 The City will maintain contact with the 
community during the construction phase 
through public outreach with the following 
components.  A business outreach program will 
be implemented before project construction to 
inform local merchants of construction 
schedules that may affect their establishments. 
Appropriate signage will be used to direct both 
pedestrian and vehicular traffic to businesses 
via alternative routes.  Pedestrians will need to 
cross Los Angeles Avenue in the project area at 
the signalized intersections at Moorpark 
Avenue and Spring Road. Disabled access will 
be maintained during construction where 
feasible.  Temporary sidewalks will be installed 
if necessary, during the construction phase.  
Once construction is complete, full access to 
sidewalks will be restored. 

 
 
 
 
 

Pre-construction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Construction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Moorpark, 
DPW 
 
 
 
 
 
City of Moorpark, 
DPW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caltrans and City 
of Moorpark, 
DPW 
 
 
 
 
City of 
Moorpark, DPW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Utilities/Emergency 
Services 

     

 All public facility improvements will be 
constructed to the specifications required by 
Caltrans and other utility providers who operate 
and maintain facilities within the proposed 
project area.  The City will obtain all required 
permits from the appropriate public agencies 
and public utility providers before construction 
begins.  Permission for removal and relocation 
of utilities would be needed from the utility 
providers before construction starts.  
 

Existing catch-basins/inlets will be 
relocated or new catch basins/inlets 
will be constructed.  In addition, 
additional curb and gutter construction 
in locations currently bounded only by 
the edge of the pavement will create a 
more confined drainage system that 
will direct flows out of the street and 
into a closed storm water drainage 
system.  

Planning, Design, 
and Construction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Moorpark, 
DPW 
 
 
 
 
 

Caltrans and City 
of Moorpark, 
DPW 
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Impact Avoidance or Minimization Measure Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 

Phase 
Implementing 
Department 

Monitoring/ 
Reporting 
Agency/ 

Department 
Transportation & 
Traffic/Pedestrian & 
Bicycle Facilities 

     

  The City will develop a Transportation 
Management Plan (TMP) as required 
by Caltrans to reduce traffic delays 
during construction.  The TMP will be 
approved before project construction 
begins.  The TMP will also address 
pedestrians and bicycles and comply 
with the American Disabilities Act 
(ADA).  The TMP may include a 
public awareness campaign, highway 
advisory radio messages, portable 
changeable message signs, temporary 
loop sensor/signals, bus or shuttle 
service, and a construction zone 
enhanced enforcement program 
(COZEEP).  

Prior to 
construction 

City of Moorpark, 
DPW 

Caltrans and City 
of Moorpark, 
DPW 
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Impact Avoidance or Minimization Measure Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 

Phase 
Implementing 
Department 

Monitoring/ 
Reporting 
Agency/ 

Department 
Hydrology/Water 
Quality  

     

  The existing storm drain system will 
need to be redesigned to handle the 
incremental increases in flows 
associated with the proposed road 
improvements to prevent any 
substantial erosion or siltation.   
A California State Registered Civil 
Engineer will prepare a drainage study 
for review and acceptance by the 
Moorpark City Engineer.  All existing 
and proposed drainage facilities within 
the project area shall be designed to 
adequately collect and convey all 
project related runoff.  The existing 
system will be upgraded to ensure that 
with the additional surface flow, it is 
capable of preventing on- or off-site 
flooding and eliminating any potential 
for substantial erosion or siltation.  

Planning, Design, 
and Construction 
 
 
 
 
Planning and 
Design  
 

City of Moorpark, 
DPW 
 
 
 
 
City of Moorpark, 
DPW 

Caltrans and City 
of Moorpark, 
DWP 
 
 
 
Caltrans and City 
of Moorpark, 
DPW 
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Impact Avoidance or Minimization Measure Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 

Phase 
Implementing 
Department 

Monitoring/ 
Reporting 
Agency/ 

Department 
Water Quality and 
Storm Water Runoff 

     

  The storm drain system will be 
redesigned as part of the proposed 
project to address the additional runoff 
volumes and potential contaminants.  
In accordance with Section 402 of the 
Clean Water Act, the project will be 
required to comply with two NPDES 
Permits. 

The primary mitigation measures to 
address potential water quality impacts 
from construction and post-
construction phases would be the 
implementation of BMPs as prescribed 
by the two NPDES permits.  The 
recommended BMPs to be 
implemented within this area, as 
required by this permit, are identified 
in (1) The Ventura County SWMP and 
(2) the SQUIMP.  

Prior to 
construction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Planning, Design, 
Construction and 
Operation 
 

City of Moorpark, 
DPW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City of Moorpark, 
DPW 

Caltrans and City 
of Moorpark, 
DPW  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caltrans and City 
of Moorpark, 
DPW 
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Impact Avoidance or Minimization Measure Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 

Phase 
Implementing 
Department 

Monitoring/ 
Reporting 
Agency/ 

Department 
Geology and Soils      
. The applicant shall comply with all 

requirements of the California Building Code 
(CBC) and Caltrans governing the proposed 
road widening. 

 

With implementation of standard 
grading controls and structural design 
measures to address seismic and 
geologic conditions, project geologic 
and soil-related impacts would be 
mitigated to less than significant.  

Appropriate geotechnical soil testing 
from project area assessment borings 
should be performed and reviewed to 
evaluate whether or not potentially 
expansive soil conditions are present in 
accordance with Table 18-1-B of the 
2001 California Building Code (CBC). 

A site grading plan shall be submitted 
for review and acceptance by the City 
Engineer and Construction before 
grading permits are issued.  The 
grading plan shall be accompanied by a 
Soils Report prepared in accordance 
with the Guidelines for Geotechnical 
and Geological Reports in the City of 
Moorpark and Caltrans and signed by a 
California Registered Civil Engineer 
and/or a California Registered 
Geologist.   

Planning, Design, 
and Construction 
 
 
 
 
 
Prior to 
construction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Design and prior 
to construction 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Moorpark, 
DPW 
 
 
 
 
 
City of Moorpark, 
DPW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City of Moorpark, 
DPW 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caltrans and City 
of Moorpark, 
DPW  
 
 
 
 
Caltrans and City 
of Moorpark, 
DPW  
 
 
 
 
 
Caltrans and City 
of Moorpark, 
DPW  
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Impact Avoidance or Minimization Measure Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 

Phase 
Implementing 
Department 

Monitoring/ 
Reporting 
Agency/ 

Department 
Hazardous 
Waste/Materials 

     

 Asbestos-containing materials may be present 
in some of the structures in the project area that 
may be demolished or renovated for this 
project. Two residences—located at 148 East 
Los Angeles Avenue (Assessor’s Parcel 
Number [APN] 506-0-020-060) and 240 East 
Los Angeles Avenue (APN 506-0-020-120)—
may be demolished during this proposed road 
widening project.  An asbestos survey of the 
two residences will be conducted prior to the 
start of construction.    The City will ensure that 
an asbestos survey will be conducted by a 
certified consultant prior to demolition or 
renovation of any structures within the 
proposed project area.  If asbestos-containing 
materials are found in the residences they will 
be removed and properly disposed of prior to 
demolition or renovation. 

 Prior to 
construction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Moorpark, 
DPW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caltrans and City 
of Moorpark, 
DPW  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The manufacture of lead-based paint (LBP) was 
banned in 1978; however, because many of the 
structures on-site were constructed prior to this 
ban, it is likely that LBP was used on some of 
the residences or businesses adjacent to the site.  
Two residences located at 148 East Los 
Angeles Avenue (APN 506-0-020-060) and 240 
East Los Angeles Avenue (APN 506-0-020-
120) may be demolished or renovated during 
this proposed road widening project.  If 
demolition is required, a LBP assessment of the 
residences proposed for demolition will be 
completed prior to the start of construction.  If 
LBP is found in the residences it will be 
removed and properly disposed of prior to 
demolition or renovation.  

 Prior to 
construction 

 

City of Moorpark, 
DPW 

 

Caltrans and City 
of Moorpark, 
DPW 
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Impact Avoidance or Minimization Measure Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 

Phase 
Implementing 
Department 

Monitoring/ 
Reporting 
Agency/ 

Department 
Air Quality      
 Although no significant impacts are anticipated 

for the proposed project, “Fugitive Dust” and 
“ROC and NOx” construction minimization 
measures will be utilized to avoid potentially 
significant air quality impacts.  These measures 
will also ensure compliance with Ventura 
County Air Quality Assessment Guidelines.  A 
50-percent reduction in fugitive dust would be 
achieved through proper implementation of the 
measures listed below.  These dust 
minimization measures will also reduce PM2.5 
emissions. 

The area disturbed by clearing, grading, earth 
moving, or excavation operations shall be 
minimized to prevent excessive amounts of 
dust. 

Pre-grading/excavation activities shall include 
watering the area to be graded or excavated 
before commencement of grading or excavation 
operations. Application of water (preferably 
reclaimed, if available) should penetrate 
sufficiently to minimize fugitive dust during 
grading activities. 

Fugitive dust produced during grading, 
excavation, and construction activities shall be 
controlled by the following activities: 

a) All trucks shall be required to cover their 
loads as required by California Vehicle Code 
§23114. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Construction 
 
 
 
Construction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Construction 
 
 
 
Construction 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contractor 
 
 
 
Contractor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contractor 
 
 
 
Contractor 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City of 
Moorpark, DPW 
 
 
City of 
Moorpark, DPW 
 
 
 
 
 
City of 
Moorpark, DPW 
 
 
City of 
Moorpark, DPW 
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Impact Avoidance or Minimization Measure Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 

Phase 
Implementing 
Department 

Monitoring/ 
Reporting 
Agency/ 

Department 
Air Quality (Continued) b) All graded and excavated material, exposed 

soil areas, and active portions of the 
construction site, including unpaved on-site 
roadways, shall be treated to prevent fugitive 
dust. Treatment shall include, but not 
necessarily be limited to, periodic watering, 
application of environmentally-safe soil 
stabilization materials, and/or roll-compaction 
as appropriate. Watering shall be done as often 
as necessary and reclaimed water shall be used 
whenever possible. 
Graded and/or excavated inactive areas of the 
construction site shall be monitored by (indicate 
by whom) at least weekly for dust stabilization. 
Soil stabilization methods, such as water and 
roll-compaction, and environmentally-safe dust 
control materials, shall be periodically applied 
to portions of the construction site that are 
inactive for over four days. If no further 
grading or excavation operations are planned 
for the area, the area should be seeded and 
watered until grass growth is evident, or 
periodically treated with environmentally-safe 
dust suppressants, to prevent excessive fugitive 
dust. 
Signs shall be posted on-site limiting traffic to 
15 miles per hour or less. 
Adjacent streets and roads shall be swept at 
least once per day, preferably at the end of the 
day, if visible soil material is carried over to 
adjacent streets and roads. 
Personnel involved in grading operations, 
including contractors and subcontractors, 
should be advised to wear respiratory protection 
in accordance with California Division of 
Occupational Safety and Health regulations.   

 Construction 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Construction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Construction 
 
Construction 
 

Contractor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contractor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contractor 
 
Contractor 
 

City of 
Moorpark, DPW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City of 
Moorpark, DPW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City of 
Moorpark, DPW 
City of 
Moorpark, DPW 
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Impact Avoidance or Minimization Measure Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 

Phase 
Implementing 
Department 

Monitoring/ 
Reporting 
Agency/ 

Department 
Air Quality (Continued) During periods of high winds (i.e., wind speed 

sufficient to cause fugitive dust to impact 
adjacent properties), all clearing, grading, earth 
moving, and excavation operations shall be 
curtailed to the degree necessary to prevent 
fugitive dust created by on-site activities and 
operations from being a nuisance or hazard, 
either off-site or on-site. The site 
superintendent/supervisor shall use his/her 
discretion in conjunction with the APCD in  
determining when winds are excessive. 

Minimize equipment idling time. 

Maintain equipment engines in good condition 
and in proper tune as per manufacturers’ 
specifications. 

Lengthen the construction period during smog 
season (May through October), to minimize the 
number of vehicles and equipment operating at 
the same time. 

Use alternatively fueled construction 
equipment, such as compressed natural gas 
(CNG), liquefied natural gas (LNG), or electric, 
if feasible. 

 

 Construction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Construction 
 
Construction 
 
 
 
Construction 
 
 
 
Construction 

 

 

 

Construction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Construction 
 
Construction 
 
 
 
Construction 
 
 
 
Construction 
 
 

City of 
Moorpark, DPW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City of 
Moorpark, DPW 
City of 
Moorpark, DPW 
 
 
City of 
Moorpark, DPW 
 
 
City of 
Moorpark, DPW 
 

Noise      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 To reduce the potential impacts from 
construction, construction activities 
shall conform to Section 5- I, "Sound 
Control Requirements," in the Standard 
Special Provisions. Sound control shall 
conform to the provisions in Section 7-
1.011, Sound Control Requirements, of 
the Standard Specifications and these 
special provisions.  The noise level 

Planning and 
Construction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Moorpark, 
DPW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caltrans and City 
of Moorpark, 
DPW  
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Impact Avoidance or Minimization Measure Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 

Phase 
Implementing 
Department 

Monitoring/ 
Reporting 
Agency/ 

Department 
Noise (Continued) from the Contractor’s operations, 

between the hours of 9:00 pm and 6:00 
a.m., shall not exceed 86 dBA at a 
distance of 15 meters (50 feet).  
The City of Moorpark intends to build 
and fund Soundwalls 1A, 2, 3, and 4.  
In order to build Soundwall 2, the City 
must acquire the property represented 
by R7 prior to construction because the 
soundwall would block the driveway 
access to this property.  Caltrans has 
indicated a concern regarding street 
a cc e s s  a s  a  r e su l t  o f  b u i l d in g 
Soundwall 3.  However, a developer is 
planning on building on this property 
and the City feels after this re-
development there will not be an access 
issue with Soundwall 3.  The City of 
Moorpark will not be acquiring R10 so 
a notice will be sent by the City to this 
property owner to determine if they 
want to build Soundwall 3 or not.  In 
areas that conventional soundwalls will 
be cost prohibited, the City wants to 
provide abatement in the form of 
double pane windows and noise 
insulation for the residential structures.  
FHWA will have no involvement in the 
funding of the soundwalls that don’t 
meet the feasibility and reasonableness 
criteria.  It should also be noted that 
any other abatement measures would 
be funded by the City of Moorpark.  
Per Caltrans Traffic Noise Analysis 
Protocol, sensitive receptors exposed to 
an after project exterior noise level 
below 75 dBA Leq(h) would not 
qualify for unusual and extraordinary 

 
 
 
 
Planning, Design 
and Construction 
 

 
 
 
 
City of Moorpark, 
DPW 
 

 
 
 
 
Caltrans and City 
of Moorpark, 
DPW  
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Impact Avoidance or Minimization Measure Mitigation Measure 
Implementation 

Phase 
Implementing 
Department 

Monitoring/ 
Reporting 
Agency/ 

Department 
abatement for interior noise impacts. 
 

Biological Resources      
 All requirements of the City’s tree preservation 

requirements and any conditions of the City’s 
Tree Permit will be strictly adhered to.  

The City plans to replant all affected areas with 
new landscaping that is consistent with City 
codes. 

A pre-construction meeting to review 
protective measures and fence 
locations should be conducted on the 
project site prior to any clearing, 
grubbing, grading or construction.  
Representatives at the meeting should 
include the City, construction 
contractor representative, and a tree 
preservation consultant.   
All work within the protected zone of 
any preserved tree should be observed 
by the tree preservation consultant.   
 

Planning and 
Construction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Construction 
 
 
 
 

City of Moorpark, 
DPW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City of Moorpark, 
DPW 
 
 
 

Caltrans and City 
of Moorpark, 
DPW  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caltrans and City 
of Moorpark, 
DPW  
 
 

Biological Resources 
(Continued) 

 All large shrubs and trees will either be 
removed outside of the bird breeding 
season (February 15 to September 15) 
or a nesting bird survey will be 
completed before construction starts to 
verify that no protected bird nests are 
within the trees and shrubs that are 
proposed for removal or within any 
trees and shrubs that are adjacent to 
construction activities.  If any nesting 
birds are found in the project area or 
surrounding area, no construction 
activities will occur between February 
15 and September 15.    

 

Planning, Design, 
and Construction 

City of Moorpark, 
DPW 

Caltrans City of 
Moorpark, DPW 
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APPENDIX E 

LIST OF ACRONYMS 

ADL  aerially deposited lead  
ADT  average daily traffic 
APEFZ  Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone  
APN  Assessor’s Parcel Number  
AQMP  Air Quality Management Plan 
ASBS  Area of Special Biological Significance 
AST  aboveground storage tank 
AQCR  Air Quality Control Region 
 
BMP  Best Management Plan 
 
CAAQS  California Ambient Air Quality Standards  
Caltrans  California Department of Transportation  
CDFG  California Department of Fish and Game 
CDMG  Conservation Division of Mines and Geology 
CERCLA  Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act 
CERFA  Community Environmental Response Facilitation Act  
CEQA  California Environmental Quality Act 
CESA  California Endangered Species Act 
CFR  Code of Federal Regulations 
cm  centimeters 
CO   carbon monoxide  
COZEEP   construction zone enhanced enforcement program  
CNEL  Community Noise Equivalent Level  
CNPS  California Native Plant Society  
 
dBA  A-weighted decibels 
DFIRM  Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map 
 
EPA  Environmental Protection Agency 
 
FESA  Federal Endangered Species Act  
FHWA  Federal Highway Administration  
FIRM  Flood Insurance Rate Map 
FTA  Federal Transit Administration  
FR  Federal Register  
 
HCM  Highway Capacity Manual 
 
ICBO  International Conference of Building Officials  
ISA  Initial Site Assessment  
 
km  kilometers 
 
LBP  lead-based paint 
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Leq  long-term A-weighted sound level 
Lmax  The highest instantaneous sound level measured during a specified period 
LOS  level of service  
LSA  LSA Associates, Inc.  
 
MND  Mitigated Negative Declaration 
MSAT  Mobile Source Air Toxics  
MTAM  Moorpark Traffic Analysis Model 
 
NAC  Noise Abatement Criteria  
NAAQS  National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
NFIP  National Flood Insurance Program 
NOx  nitrogen oxides  
NOAA   National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
 
O3  ozone  
 
PA   Programmatic Agreement   
Pb  lead 
PCB  polychlorinated biphenyl 
PM  particulate matter 
PM2.5  particulate matter less than 2.5 microns in diameter 
PM10  particulate matter less than 10 microns in diameter 
PRC   Public Resources Code  
 
R  receptor 
R.A.P.  Relocation Assistance Program 
RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
ROC  reactive organic compound 
ROW  right-of-way 
RTP  Regional Transportation Plan 
RTIP   Regional Transportation Improvement Program 
RWQCB  Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 
SCAG  Southern California Association of Governments 
SHPO  State Historic Preservation Officer 
SIP  State Implementation Plan 
SO2  sulfur dioxide  
SR  State Route 
SQUIMP  Storm Water Quality Urban Impact Mitigation Plan 
SW  soundwall 
SWMP  Storm Water Management Program  
 
TDS  total dissolved solids  
TMDL  Total Maximum Daily Load 
TMP  Transportation Management Plan 
 
U.S.C.  United States Code 
USFWS  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
USGS  U.S. Geological Survey 
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UST  underground storage tank 
 
VACPD  Ventura County Air Pollution Control District 
VCAQAG  Ventura County Air Quality Assessment Guidelines 
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