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Chapter 4 Comments and Coordination 
Early and continuing coordination with the general public and appropriate public agencies is an 
essential part of the environmental process to determine the scope of environmental 
documentation, the level of analysis, potential impacts and avoidance, minimization, and/or 
compensation measures and related environmental requirements. Agency consultation and public 
participation for this project have been accomplished through a variety of formal and informal 
methods, including: project development team meetings, interagency coordination meetings, and 
public open house meetings. This chapter summarizes the results of the Department’s efforts to 
fully identify, address, and resolve project-related issues through early and continuing 
coordination. 

4.1 Public Participation and Outreach 

A public meeting was held on April 17, 2008, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Hampton Inn, 
100 A Street, Crescent City, CA 95531, during the project development phase of this project, 
prior to circulation of this draft EIR/EA. The purpose of this meeting was to provide the public 
with an overview of the project as well as solicit comments and concerns. The meeting was 
announced via a news release on March, 27, 2008. A formal presentation explaining the 
proposed project was given. Informational exhibits and maps were on display, and project staff 
was available to answer questions. Approximately 109 people attended, resulting in the submittal 
of 66 written responses. Comments received included support for the project as well as concerns 
about truck safety, hazardous road conditions, tourism, aesthetics, old growth trees, benefits to 
the trucking industry, slope stability, hazardous materials, and noise. The primary issues were 
concerns regarding road safety with increased truck traffic, preserving the natural beauty of the 
project locations, and potential tourism impacts. 

A Department web page with information regarding the project was created. It includes displays 
from the public scoping meeting, links with brief descriptions of each project location, as well as 
information regarding STAA trucks (http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist1/d1projects/197-199_staa/). 

Representatives from the Department have met quarterly with the Citizens Advisory Team 
(CAT). The CAT was developed to maintain communication between various private citizen 
groups and organizations and the Del Norte Local Transportation Commission and to allow these 
groups to share their concerns with the Department’s project development team for this project. 

4.2 Scoping Process for the EIR/EA 

A Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the proposed project was distributed on August 26, 2008. The 
NOP was also filed with the State Clearinghouse and sent to the appropriate elected officials, 
agencies, and interested parties. The State Clearinghouse recorded the comment period as 
September 2 to October 1, 2008. 



Chapter 4. Comments and Coordination 

Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment  
197/199 Safe STAA Access Project 

June 2010 
4-2 

 

A public scoping meeting for the EIR/EA was held on September 16, 2008, from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. at the Del Norte County Cultural Center, 1001 Front Street, Crescent City, CA 95531. 
The meeting was announced in the NOP and via a news release on September 2, 2008. The 
purpose of the scoping meeting was to identify concerns of both the public and agencies in order 
to clearly define the environmental issues and alternatives to be examined in the draft EIR/EA. 
Maps and other project information displays were available, and Department staff were on hand 
to answer questions and receive comments regarding the scope and content of the EIR/EA. 
Thirty-two people attended this meeting, resulting in the submittal of 19 written responses. 
Written comments received during the scoping meeting and during the NOP comment period 
were compiled and summarized. The comments were broad and included most of the topics 
typically addressed in environmental documents. The primary topics raised at this meeting 
included requests for more detailed project information, information regarding how STAA trucks 
might benefit the local economy, concerns regarding increased truck traffic, concerns about 
potential impacts on tourism/recreation/aesthetics/biological resources, safety issues for 
motorists and pedestrians, concerns about the potential for an increase in accidents, and support 
for the project. 

4.3 Consultation and Coordination with Public Agencies 

During the preparation of the technical studies prepared for the proposed project, formal and 
informal coordination was conducted with the federal, state, and local agencies and entities listed 
below. 

4.3.1 Agency Coordination 

4.3.1.1 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

A preliminary jurisdictional determination of wetlands and other waters of the United States has 
been prepared and will be submitted to the USACE. In addition, Carol Heidsiek of the Arcata 
Office of the USACE was present at a May 19, 2005, field meeting for advice on 404 permitting 
requirements. Section 404 authorization for fill of waters of the United States has not yet been 
initiated. 

4.3.1.2 Forest Service 

Mike McCain, Forest Service Fisheries Scientist, of the Smith River National Recreation Area 
and Gasquet Ranger District of the Six Rivers National Forest was consulted regarding fisheries 
along this stretch of the Smith River (February and March 2009). Brenda Devlin, Wildlife 
Biologist of the same district, was consulted regarding marbled murrelet, northern spotted owl, 
and other animals that may be in the project area (March 2009). 

Lisa Hoover and John McRae, Botanists for the Six Rivers National Forest in Eureka, were first 
consulted about Forest Service sensitive botanical species that may be in the project area in 
March 2009. Mr. McRae emailed a list of these species in May and June 2009. Coordination 
regarding Forest Service special-status cryptogamic species (bryophytes, lichens, and fungi) was 
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initiated in fall 2009. Coordination with the Forest Service regarding sensitive plant and 
cryptogamic species is ongoing. 

Draft letters to Mary Kay Vandiver, District Ranger of the Smith River National Recreation 
Area, Six Rivers National Forest, were prepared requesting concurrence with the conclusions of 
the Section 4(f) evaluation and potential effects on the Middle Fork Smith River as required by 
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. Written concurrence would be obtained from the Forest Service 
after the public has been afforded an opportunity to review and comment on the effects of the 
proposed project and is expected prior to release of the final EIR/EA. The draft concurrence 
letters are included at the end of this chapter, and this consultation is ongoing. 

Julie Burcell, District Archaeologist of the Six Rivers National Forest, was contacted in 
December 2009 and from February to May 2010 to request further information regarding cultural 
resources sites and previous cultural resources studies. To date, no further information regarding 
cultural resources studies or sites has been presented. 

An initial coordination meeting with George Frey of Six Rivers National Forest regarding 
various project aspects, including aesthetics, 4(f) evaluation, and Wild and Scenic River 
coordination for proposed work on US 199 was conducted by Department staff in fall 2009. 

4.3.1.3 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Ray Bosch of USFWS was consulted regarding northern spotted owl and marbled murrelet 
(March 2009). Dave Imper, USFWS Botanist, was contacted about sensitive plants in the project 
area (2008). The USFWS also was contacted to obtain an updated list of all federal candidates, 
proposed, and listed endangered or threatened species that could occur in the vicinity of the 
proposed project. Endangered Species Act (Section 7) consultation with the USFWS regarding 
threatened and endangered species potentially affected by the proposed project is ongoing, 
including periodic attendance by Department staff at multi-agency coordination meetings 
between USFWS, National Marine Fisheries Service, DFG, and the Department (group titled 
“Level 1/Level 2”) to update these agencies on project issues. 

4.3.1.4 National Marine Fisheries Service 

Bob Pagliuco of NMFS was contacted regarding impacts to coho salmon and marbled murrelet 
in March 2009. Ongoing consultation with the NMFS includes initial coordination regarding 
Section 7 consultation for threatened and endangered species by periodic attendance from 
Department staff at multi-agency coordination meetings between USFWS, National Marine 
Fisheries Service, DFG, and the Department (group titled “Level 1/Level 2”) to update these 
agencies on project issues. 

4.3.1.5 California Department of Fish and Game 

Gordon Leppig of the California Department of Fish and Game (DFG) was contacted regarding 
impacts to coho salmon and marbled murrelet in March 2009 and regarding sensitive plants 
starting in spring 2008. Ongoing consultation with the DFG includes three approvals/permits 
required by the DFG: Section 1602 streambed alteration agreement, Section 2080.1 agreement, 
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and a consistency determination with biological opinions prepared by USFWS and NMFS, 
including periodic attendance by Department staff at multi-agency coordination meetings 
between USFWS, National Marine Fisheries Service, DFG, and the Department (group titled 
“Level 1/Level 2”) to update these agencies on project issues. Coordination regarding sensitive 
plants is also ongoing. 

4.3.1.6 Native American Heritage Commission and Coordination with Local 
Native American Tribes 

The NAHC was contacted in October 2008 to request sacred lands database search and provide a 
list of Native American representatives that might have any information or concerns regarding 
the project. In November 2008, the NAHC provided both a sacred lands search and a list of six 
Native American representatives, who were contacted by letter in November 2008. The same 
individuals were contacted by phone and email in July and August 2009, and in January and 
February 2010. The letters are included at the end of this chapter. 

4.3.1.7 North Coastal Information Center 

The North Coastal Information Center was contacted in November 2008 to perform a records 
search of archaeological and historical resources for the project. 

4.3.1.8 Del Norte County Parks Department 

A draft letter  to Ed Fulton, Building/Parks Maintenance Superintendent, at the Del Norte County 
Parks Department was prepared regarding the temporary construction easement at Ruby Van 
Deventer County Park. The draft letter also requests concurrence with the conclusions of the 
Section 4(f) evaluation. Written concurrence would be obtained from the Del Norte County 
Parks Department prior to release of the final EIR/EA. The letter is included at the end of this 
chapter and consultation is ongoing. 

4.3.1.9 National Park Service 

Coordination with the National Park Service as required by the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act has 
been initiated and completed with regard to the proposed improvements at the two project 
locations along SR 197. The National Park Service provided a letter of concurrence in February 
2010. The letter is included at the end of this chapter. 

4.3.2 Meetings 

4.3.2.1 Agency Stakeholder Meeting 

An agency stakeholder meeting was conducted on July 28, 2008, to discuss the project and 
potential environmental issues. Department planning, environmental, and design staff and 
consulting environmental staff attended this meeting. The following agency stakeholder 
representatives also attended this meeting: Craig Martz (DFG), Dan Free and Seth Naman 
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(NMFS), Jeremiah Puget (North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board [NCRWQCB]), 
Ray Bosch (USFWS), and Tamera Leighton (Del Norte Local Transportation Commission). 

4.3.2.2 Agency Coordination Meetings 

In 2008, representatives from the Department, DFG, USFWS, NMFS, and NCRWQCB attended 
an agency coordination meeting. This group also attended a site visit on November 18, 2009, 
along with personnel from the Forest Service. 

Proposed protection measures for sensitive plant species were initially discussed at a meeting 
with John McRae (Forest Service Botanist) and Gordon Leppig (DFG) on August 10, 2009. The 
measures were further developed and subsequently approved by John McRae and Gordon Leppig 
via email and phone coordination in January 2010. 
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Chapter 5 List of Preparers 

5.1 California Department of Transportation 

Gary Berrigan, Senior Environmental Planner, Chief, North Region Office of Environmental 
Services (North), California Department of Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Kevin Church, Project Manager and Registered Engineer, California Department of 
Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Kim Hayler, Environmental Coordinator, North Region Office of Environmental Services 
(North), California Department of Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Gail Popham, Biologist, North Region Office of Environmental Services (North), California 
Department of Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Miguel Villicana, NPDES Stormwater Coordinator and Registered Engineer, North Region 
Office of Environmental Services (North), California Department of Transportation District 2, 
Redding. 

Jim Hibbert, Landscape Architect, North Region Project Development, Landscape Architecture, 
California Department of Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Barry Douglas, Archaeologist, North Region Office of Environmental Services (North), 
California Department of Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Coady Reynolds, Biologist, North Region Office of Environmental Services (North), California 
Department of Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Steven Croteau, Environmental Coordinator, North Region Office of Environmental Services 
(North), California Department of Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Steve Werner, Hazardous Waste Coordinator and Registered Geologist, North Region Office of 
Environmental Services (North), California Department of Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Dawn Friend, Registered Engineer, North Region Hydraulics/Design, California Department of 
Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Ted Schultz, NPDES Stormwater Coordinator and Registered Engineer, North Region Office of 
Environmental Services (North), California Department of Transportation District 2, Redding. 

Brenda Harwell, Registered Engineer North Region Design, California Department of 
Transportation District 1, Eureka. 
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Lena Ashley, Senior Transportation Engineer, North Region Design, California Department of 
Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Ed Speer, Registered Engineer, North Region Design, California Department of Transportation 
District 2, Redding. 

Juan Salas, Transportation Engineer, North Region Design, California Department of 
Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Tom Phillips, Registered Engineer, North Region Design, California Department of 
Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Dan Vail, Senior Delineator, North Region Design, California Department of Transportation 
District 1, Eureka. 

Jeff Larson, Senior Delineator, North Region Design, California Department of Transportation 
District 1, Eureka. 

Charlie Narwold, Senior Engineering Geologist for Office of Geotechnical Design North and 
Registered Geologist, California Department of Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Dawn McGuire, Engineering Geologist, Office of Geotechnical Design North, California 
Department of Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Dan Vann, Associate Engineering Geologist, Office of Geotechnical Design North, California 
Department of Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Sharon Tang, Air Quality Coordinator, North Region Office of Environmental Services (South), 
California Department of Transportation District 3, Sacramento. 

Saeid Zandian, Noise Coordinator, North Region Office of Environmental Services (South), 
California Department of Transportation District 3, Sacramento. 

Steven Manz, Lead Transportation Engineer, Office of Traffic Safety, California Department of 
Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Nicole Braafladt, Transportation Engineer, Office of Traffic Safety, California Department of 
Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Troy Arseneau, Chief of Office of Traffic Operations and Traffic Engineer, California 
Department of Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Mitchell Higa, Environmental Coordinator, North Region Office of Environmental Services 
(North), California Department of Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Kelly Dunlap, Supervising Environmental Planner, Division of Environmental Analysis, 
California Department of Transportation, Sacramento. 
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Rick Mayberry, Transportation Engineer, System Planning, California Department of 
Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Kemset Moore, Registered Engineer, North Region Hydraulics/Design, California Department of 
Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

Glenn Hurlburt, Registered Engineer, North Region Hydraulics/Design, California Department 
of Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

David Workman, Transportation Engineer (Civil), Office of Traffic Safety, California 
Department of Transportation District 1, Eureka. 

5.2 ICF International 

Christy Corzine, Project Director. 

Claire Bromund, Senior Project Manager. 

Tina Sorvari, Project Coordinator. 

Shannon Hatcher, Senior Air Quality and Noise Specialist. 

Shannon Hill, Air Quality Specialist. 

Dave Buehler, Senior Acoustical Engineer. 

Margaret Widdowson, Senior Botanist. 

Kim Stevens, 4(f) Specialist. 

Christiaan Havelaar, Archaeologist. 

Jennifer Stock, Landscape Architect. 

Shahira Ashkar, Technical Writer. 

Christine Fukasawa, Technical Writer. 

Chris Small, Technical Editor. 

Ken Cherry, Senior Technical Editor. 

Shawn Vreeland, Technical Editor. 

John Mathias, Technical Editor. 

Ryan Patterson, Publications Specialist. 
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Kristin Teddy, CAD Specialist. 

Alex Angier, CAD Specialist. 

Dan Schiff, GIS Specialist. 

Senh Saelee, Graphic Artist. 

Tim Messick, Graphic Artist. 

John Durnan, Graphic Artist. 

5.3 Fehr & Peers 

Jon Nepstad, Principal-in-Charge. 

David B. Robinson, Registered Professional Engineer, No. TR2201. 

5.4 Roger Trott 

Roger Trott, Consulting Economist. 

5.5 Jeanne McFarland 

Jeanne McFarland, Mycologist. 
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Sacramento, CA 95814-2814 

CA Department of Corrections 
PO Box 942883 
Sacramento, CA 94283-0001 

CA Dept. of Conservation 
801 K Street, 24th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

CA Dept. of Parks & Recreation 
1111 2nd Street 
Crescent City, CA 95531 

CA Dept. of Parks and Recreation 
North Coast Redwoods District 
3431 Fort Ave. 
Eureka, CA 95501 

CA Dept. of Toxic Substances Control 
1001 I Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814-2828 

CA Native American Heritage Commission 
9915 Capitol Mall, Room 364 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

CA Office of Historic Preservation 
PO Box 942846 
Sacramento, CA 94296-0001 

CA Resources Agency 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

CA Water Resources Control Board 
PO Box 100 
Sacramento, CA 95812-0100 

California Highway Patrol 
Crescent City Office 
1444 Parkway Drive 
Crescent City, CA 95531 

California Transportation Commission 
1120 N Street 
Room 221 (MS-52) 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Carol Heidseik 
US Army Corp of Engineers 
Eureka Field Office 
601 Startare Drive 
Eureka, CA 95501 

City Council 
City of Crescent City 
377 J Street 
Crescent City, CA 95531 

Dale Miller, Tribal Chair 
Elk Valley Rancheria 
2332 Howland Hill Road 
Crescent City, CA 95531 

Del Norte County Park and Beaches 
840 9th Street, Suite #11 
Crescent City, CA 95531 

Del Norte County 
Board of Supervisors 
981 H Street, Suite 200 
Crescent City, CA 95531 

Del Norte County 
Community Development Department 
981 H Street, Suite 110 
Crescent City, CA 95531 

Del Norte County 
Local Transportation Commission 
1225 Marshall Street, Suite 8 
Crescent City, CA 95531 
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Six Rivers National Forest 
P.O. Box 228 
Gasquet, CA 95543 

George Frey 
Six Rivers National Forest 
1330 Bayshore Way 
Eureka, CA 95501 

Gordon Leppig 
CA Department of Fish and Game 
619 2nd Street 
Eureka, CA 95501 

Jeremiah Puget 
NCRWQCB  
5550 Skylane Boulevard, Suite A 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 

Kara Brundin Miller, Tribal Chair 
Smith River Rancheria 
140 Rowdy Creek Road 
Smith River, CA 95567 

Kasey Sirkin 
NOAA Fisheries 
1655 Heindon Road 
Arcata, CA 95521 

North Coast Unified Air Quality 
Management District 
2300 Myrtle Avenue 
Eureka, CA 95501 

Ray Bosch 
USFWS 
1655 Heindon Road 
Arcata, CA 95521 

Redwood National and State Parks 
1440 US Highway 199 
Crescent City, CA 95531 

Rep. Mike Thompson 
Humboldt District Office 
317 3rd Street, Suite #1 
Eureka, CA 95501 

Scott McFarland 
State Lands Commission 
100 Howe Ave., Suite 100 South 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

Senator Sam Aanestad 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 94248-0001 

Smith River NRA 
P.O. Box 228 
Gasquet, CA 95543 

State Clearinghouse 
1400 Tenth Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Stephen Bowes 
National Park Service 
Hydropower Assistance Program 
1111 Jackson St., Suite 700 
Oakland, CA 94607 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
1455 Market St., 16th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94103-1398 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105-3901 

Warden 
Pelican Bay State Prison 
P.O. Box 7000 
Crescent City, CA 95531 
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