
 

The consultant team initially identified candidate projects (termed “Potential Improvement Segments” to 

reflect the fact that they are not adopted projects at this point) by conducting a “virtual tour” of the Study 

Area in Google Earth. Specific GIS features were evaluated as noted below, and other data was cross-

referenced from geographically-referenced tables. This included input from the public, stakeholders and TAG 

regarding conditions and needs, as well as empirical data. In addition, the team considered the equitable 

distribution of the Potential Improvement Segments throughout the study area's segments - South Segment, 

South Central Segment, North Central Segment, and North Segment. 

 
Figure 3-1 through Figure 3-4 present overview maps of the project segments and identify Potential 

Improvement Segments, based on the evaluation. 
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Segments were identified through the review and analysis of the existing conditions data and input from the 

public and TAG relative to the criteria described in Chapter 2. The segments were further developed through 

a dialogue with the TAG about how the segments related to the context of the community plans, active 

projects, trails and open space plans; and the geographic spread of identified segments. The TAG’s input also 

helped refine logical beginning and end points of potential improvement egments in relationship to physical 

conditions and knowledge of planned projects along the study corridor. During the fall workshop, the public 

provided additional input on the segments based on their local knowledge and personal experiences as a 

pedestrian, cyclist, and/or driver along study corridor. The Potential Improvement Segments are summarized 

in Table 3-1 and shown in the subsequent individual segment maps and summaries. The Study data and the 

segment descriptions are organized moving from south to north because this is Caltrans’ standard for post 

miles sequencing and is consistent with Caltrans practice on such studies. 





 

This important regional connection provides Sea Ranch residents access to Gualala retail services. 

The Downtown Gualala Refined Streetscape Design Plan (2012) presents recommendations for bicycle and 

pedestrian improvements from the vicinity of Pacific Woods Road to Old State Highway. 

Figure 3-5 shows potential improvements for the study segment between the Sonoma County Line and 

Gualala.  
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This segment has a small visitor-serving complex. The Getchell Gulch Trail is planned southwest of 

downtown Anchor Bay. 

Figure 3-7 shows potential improvements for the study segment in the Anchor Bay Segment. 
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Schooner Gulch State Beach is a popular recreation destination. However, bicycle and pedestrian access is 

currently constrained by a hill. Planning of the CCT has been completed west of State Route 1 for the section 

between Moat Creek and Arena Cove. The California Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), Caltrans, 

and Redwood Coast Land Conservancy own land in the southern portion of the segment. 

The Point Arena Community Action Plan (2010) provides a Downtown Streetscape Plan and guidance for 

Circulation and Parking in the northern portion of this segment, as discussed in Section 2.2. 

Figure 3-8 shows potential improvements for the study segment between Hearn Gulch and Point Arena. 
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Elk is a small visitor-serving complex and popular through-bicyclist destination. The trail connections north, 

south, and west of town need improvements. 

Figure 3-10 shows potential improvements for the study segment around Greenwood State Beach and Elk.  
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This segment has the best existing bicycle access. This densely-populated area has undersized bridges, and 

poorly defined and overly wide shoulders, which would benefit from rumble strips to separate motor vehicle 

traffic from bicycle traffic. The proposed project would complete the remaining improvements through the 

entire segment.  

Figure 3-13 shows potential improvements for the study segment between Mendocino and Fort Bragg. 
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This study segment includes the area between the north end of MacKerricher State Park and the community 

of Westport. Its location near Fort Bragg and adjacent to the largest recreational area on the Mendocino Coast 

suggests that trail enhancements may provide recreational opportunities to a variety of users. Terrain through 

this area is relatively gentle, rewarding potential trail users with ocean views.  

An existing stretch of Coastal Trail along this segment could be enhanced by regional connections to the 

south and north. Therefore, members of the Technical Advisory Group identified this segment as being 

especially important to the Pacific Coast Bike Route. 

Figure 3-14 shows potential improvements for the study segment between Abalobadiah Gulch and 

Chadbourne Gulch. 
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This study segment has locally high interest, but is regionally a low usage area. The Westport Community 

Plan identified a segment from the north side of the Westport community to Wages Creek as the highest 

priority segment.  

The Mendocino Land Trust manages the CCT in the Kibesillah Creek area, and opportunities for trail 

expansion exist both north and south of this area. Westport Headlands is managed by Westport Village 

Society. California DPR and Caltrans also own land in this area. 

A Caltrans non-motorized transportation study was recently completed for this area. 

Figure 3-15 shows potential improvements for the study segment between Westport and Westport Union 

Landing. 
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In summary, the PCBR and CCT Engineered Feasibility Study accomplished three major things: The 

collection of existing conditions base data in Geographic Information System (GIS) format, the identification 

of Potential Improvement Segments with their associated cost estimates, and the gathering of public and 

stakeholder weighted priorities for pedestrian and bicycle improvements and their initial feedback on the 

Potential Improvement Segments.  

This planning-level study is just the beginning of further planning and analysis of the Potential Improvement 

Segments. As a next step in the process, Caltrans will: 

- Work to complete the existing program of projects and project studies; 

- Work with the County of Mendocino, cities of Fort Bragg and Point Arena, the Coastal Commission, 

Coastal Conservancy, State Parks and other relevant public agencies and stakeholders to refine the 

designs and concepts, and to update plans and policies to incorporate the goals and objectives 

established with this Engineered Feasibility Study; 

- Work with MCOG to identify funding sources for implementing the Potential Improvement 

Segments; 

- Utilize the existing conditions GIS data, improvement cross section typologies, and initial planning-

level cost estimates to advance the study of the Potential Improvement Segments. During the project 

definition stage, Caltrans will study the feasibility of improving key portions of the Potential 

Improvement Segments in greater detail; 

- Caltrans will continue to engage the public and stakeholders on the development of the segments and 

incorporate study concepts throughout the project development process. 
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