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1.
Welcome and Introductions

Joan Sollenberger and Chris Ratekin opened the meeting, and proceeded directly to the legislative update.

2.
Opening Remarks

Joan Sollenberger opened with an update of the Blueprint grant and some discussion of SAFETEA-LU. 

3. 
Legislative Update

Ted Link-Oberstar reviewed two bills that would interest the ATLC that the Department was tracking: 

· AB 56 (Wolk): The Governor signed into law this bill that reinstates code section for bike signals.

· SB-523 (Torlakson): This bill would fund the Bicycle Transportation Account at current levels. The Department took an “oppose” position on SB-523 in order to maintain flexibility in the overall transportation funding.

Note:  Lisa indicated that she would forward legislative analysis from Torlakson on Healthy Communities legislation.

4.
Blueprint Grants Program--Joan Sollenberger/Sharon Scherzinger

Joan explained that this is a $5M discretionary grant program that was initiated at the direction of Secretary Sunne Wright McPeak to complement the “GoCalifornia” initiative to significantly improve the transportation system. The grant will help the regions plan for future growth and quality of life through integration of transportation, jobs and housing proximity, land use, economic development, and environmental protection. The grant will help provide growth scenario models and mapping tools on a regional basis to determine: what the land uses are based on the current and projected growth; where the growth is anticipated; and where the growth should occur. As an outcome, the Secretary expects measurable results from this comprehensive approach to planning, with more anti-dumb growth that eventually benefits non-motorized activities, the environment, resource conservation, etc. Other key outcomes are: to develop transportation plans that respond to alternative scenarios, with several plans updated using these “best practices” iteratively; and, to see real public engagement in the decision-making. Applications are due by September 30, 2005. Joan requested the members solicit their groups to encourage community engagement in this effort. Grantees will be selected by the end of the calendar year, and the funds will be in the hands of the applicants by the beginning of the new calendar year. The Caltrans link to the Blueprint and the application is at:



http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/orip/orip.htm
5.
Transportation Planning Grants – Joan Sollenberger

Joan announced that $9M in Transportation Planning Grants were awarded in the FY 04/05 and the FY 05/06 cycles. She also highlighted two handouts that included: the application for the FY 06-07 Transportation Planning Grant cycle and the schedule for current round of grant workshops statewide. The application for the FY 06-07 Transportation Planning Grants and the schedule for the workshops are on the web site at:


http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/grants.htm
6. 
Implementation of CA Blueprint for Bicycling and Walking – Non-Motorized-Management Steering Group – Status Update -- Terry Abbott/Richard Haggstrom

· Terry reviewed some of the provisions of SAFETEA-LU, specifically the Safe Routes to Schools (SR2S) provisions. The bill funds SR2S up to $150M nation-wide, and California usually expects to see about 10% of that amount. The legislation also requires and funds a Safe Routes to Schools coordinator for each state, and Terry indicated there would likely be an additional position in the Department. The Secretary of Transportation will also be setting up a national task force to compile “best practices” for SR2S. Chris Morfas recommended that California volunteer to be included based on its record of starting the program within this state. Chris Morfas also passed around handouts of analyses of SAFETEA-LU by the League of American Bicyclists, and the American Public Transportation Association (APTA). The links to these reports are:

http://www.bikeleague.org/mediacenter/SAFETEA_LU.pdf 

http://www.apta.com/government_affairs/washrep/2005august03.cfm
· Joan recommended that an action item for the next meeting, asking Ted and Ken De Crescenzo to provide a summary of the important pieces that are part of the new language in the SAFETEA-LU bill. One of the key areas includes Safety Conscious Planning, which should include planning for non-motorized, and help us address data for non-motorized accidents, etc. Laura indicated that Rails to Trails Conservancy was also in the process of providing training on the non-motorized issues that were part of the bill. 

· Richard Haggstrom provided the following background from the Non-motorized Management Steering Committee Meeting that was held on August 2, 2005:

a. The most significant was that the three Deputy Directors signed the committee Charter.

b. The committee is continuing to work on the implementation action plan matrix of 36 action steps.

c. There is a $180 K grant from Office of Traffic Safety to support non-motorized efforts, and there are discussions on how to execute a contract to support the grant. Members expressed support in this grant to continue the efforts of the California Pedestrian Advisory Committee, printing costs, etc.

d. FHWA is enlisting states who want to volunteer in Pedestrian Safety Action Plan training effort offered by FHWA with UNC (Charlie Zegeer) providing a “How-To-Guide.”  Richard summarized the “need” as statistics indicate 11.1% pedestrian fatalities nationally, 16.6% in California. Training could be available in California as early as late October 2005. California has requested 20 free classes from FHWA.

e. Richard handed out the newly published Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities Technical Reference Guide to all members, and there was considerable interest in getting more copies. Laura requested copies be sent to the RTPA/MPO list. Joan agreed to send more copies to the District planning staffs, and Richard agreed to provide 72 copies to Planning (6 for each district). Richard indicated that the guide might be on the web in a few weeks (it is now posted at http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/survey/pedestrian/pedbike.htm). Lisa asked about training modules that may have been developed as well, and she and Richard were going to discuss DHS partnering in finalizing/delivering the “draft” modules.

f. State Planning and Research (SP&R) Application for National Personal Travel Survey (NPTS) Data: Richard indicated that Traffic Operations was applying for SP&R funding for data that reflect pedestrian and bicycling injuries and fatalities as a function of pedestrian and bicycling accident exposure. The funding is needed for the national study to increase the sample size within California, so the numbers reflect the pedestrian, bicycle, and transit estimated trips within the state. Richard will be meeting with the appropriate staff to discuss the statewide importance of this project, the strength of the proposal, and other options. The members put their weight behind the effort as a very important activity to improve implementation of alternative transportation modes. 

4.
ATLC Action Plan Item Update

· Update Project Development Procedures Manual Revisions/CSS Training – Suzy Namba 

The major updates of the chapters and appendices is underway, and should be on the web site in December 2005. A second round of revisions will complete new publication in June 2007.  Mary Beth Herritt from Division of Design is the Department’s contact for the PDPM and had offered to take input and comment from the group throughout the revision process. At the May 2005 meeting she requested emails be sent to her at: Mary_Beth_Herritt@dot.ca.gov.  The web site for the Division of Design's Project Development Procedures Manual is at: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/oppd/pdpm/pdpmn.htm. Once again, there was interest in the CSS training effort, including a request for the schedule of classes remaining through the end of the calendar year. The Division of Design's CSS Training schedule of remaining deliveries is on the web site at: http://www.techtransfer.berkeley.edu/contextsensitive/index.php

· Update on Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities in California Final Report – Richard Haggstrom reported above. 

· Safe Routes to Schools – Terry Abbott 

Terry indicated that the districts are reviewing the applications for the current cycle (Cycle 5). He also indicated that there could possibly be two sources of funding for the SR2S program in the future (the state funding as well as the $5.5M to $15M funding cited in the SAFETEA-LU through the duration of the bill).

· BTA Grants – Terry Abbott

Terry announced that that the Bicycle Transportation Act grants were oversubscribed again, with 123 applicants requesting $44 million in grants from a pool of $7 million for the current year. Laura Cohen indicated her concern that the Department had voiced an “Oppose” position for SB-523; and the appearance that California seemed to be reversing it’s history of supporting non-motorized efforts while other states were moving forward at a faster rate.   

· Department of Health Services (DHS) Physical Activity Efforts/Obesity Prevention Summit – Lisa Cirill, DHS

Lisa indicated that the Summit would kickoff on September 15, 2005, around the Capitol grounds with a walk of 1,000+ people led by the Governor and the First Lady. The summit itself is expected to draw 100 hard-hitting corporate types and external partners. She indicated that DHS is interested in expanding walk to school week in October to Walk to School Month for the month of October 2005. DHS is also initiating Safe Routes for Kids training. She indicated that DHS is interested in continuing its partnership with Caltrans; and wants to discuss how the Walkability Workshop certified trainers could be used in implementing the FHWA training on Pedestrian Safety Action Plans.

· Joan indicated that the Right of Way/Abandoned RR Corridors Evaluation Study and database would be discussed at the next ATLC meeting. 

8. 
Open Discussion – Everyone

· Chris Ratekin mentioned that California had been invited to participate in the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Executive Management Seminar on Coordinating Transportation and Land Development, to be held September 6 - 8, 2005, in Irvine. The Local Government Commission is contracted to provide some support for the effort, and Judy and Del Deletetsky provided background information on the seminar. 
· Requests were also made to add discussion overview of SAFETEA-LU bill language for the next meeting:

9.
Closing Remarks – Chris Ratekin

The next ATLC meeting will be November 8, in Room 2116. Chris Ratekin closed the meeting.

Attendees:

Tim Bustos, California Bicycle Coalition

Laura Cohen, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy 

Judy Corbett, Local Government Commission 

Scott Clark, Walk Sacramento

Wendy Alfsen, California Walks

Chris Morfas, Odyssey

Lisa Cirill, Department of Health Services

Terry Abbott, Department, Division Chief, Local Assistance 

Bob Buckley, Department, Engineering Services

Joan Sollenberger, Department, Division Chief, Transportation Planning

Lisa Kunzman, Department, Project Delivery

Joyce Parks, Department, Mass Transportation

Ted Link-Oberstar, Department, Legislative Affairs

Suzy Namba, Department, Design

Sharon Scherzinger, Department, Planning

Richard Haggstrom, Department, Traffic Operations

Roxanne Henriquez, Department, Planning

Matt Paul, Department, Rail

Chris Ratekin, Department, Planning

Del Deletetsky, Department, Planning
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