
Active Transportation and Livable Communities (ATLC)

Advisory Group Meeting

Thursday, February 21, 2008 -- 1:00 – 3:00 PM

California Department of Transportation, Headquarters

Director’s Board Room 2116

1120 N Street, Sacramento, CA

Meeting Summary

1. Welcome and Introductions

Tom Neumann, Caltrans Transportation Planning, opened the meeting and requested introductions from the members present.

	ATTENDANCE

	

	External Agencies

	Wendy Alfsen, California Walks

	Rhett Beavers, Urban Land Institute

	K. C. Butler, CA Bicycle Coalition

	Lisa Cirill, Department of Public Health

	Scott Clark, Local Government Commission

	Laura Cohen, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy Western Region (telecom)

	Nicole Hara, Center for Civic Partnership /California Healthy Cities and Communities

	Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District

	

	Caltrans

	Gregg Albright, Caltrans Deputy Director, Planning and Modal Programs

	Joan Sollenberger, Caltrans Transportation Planning

	Tom Neumann, Caltrans Transportation Planning

	Nathan Smith, Caltrans Transportation Planning

	Curt Davis, Caltrans Transportation Planning

	Chris Ratekin, Caltrans Transportation Planning

	Mary Frederick, Caltrans Aeronautics

	Carolyn Dudley, Caltrans Design

	Ken McGuire, Caltrans Local Assistance

	Gale Ogawa, Caltrans Mass Transportation

	Richard Haggstrom, Caltrans Traffic Ops

	Barry Leaming, Caltrans Local Assistance

	Ann Mahaney, Caltrans Transportation Planning

	Terri Bridges, Caltrans Transportation Planning


2. Opening Comments

Tom Neumann introduced Gregg Albright, Deputy Director for Planning and Modal Programs.  Gregg attended the Smart Growth and Climate Change conference in Washington, DC.  Gregg gave a presentation on Complete Streets at the conference.  Chris Ratekin, Caltrans Transportation Planning, also attended the conference and reported that the Climate Change panel was well received, and that California is on the leading edge with AB 32

Joan Sollenberger, Caltrans Transportation Planning, stated that the goal of AB 32 is to ensure the system is integrated.  She stressed the importance of sustainability and asked for the group’s help in getting the regional agencies and local partners to establish performance measures.

Gregg requested input from the group on the “Building California’s Future With The Strategic Growth Plan – State of the State 2008,” specifically on the new Strategic Growth Council  (Attachment 1).  Lisa Cirill, Department of Public Health, noted that there were no health agencies included on the Growth Council.  Gregg’s vision is if we share information, better decisions will be made, adding that we owe it to the regional and local governments to inform and supply data.

ACTION

· Gregg will advise the Strategic Growth Council that public health agency representation is needed.

· Gregg will request the Office of Planning and Research (OPR) do a presentation at the Strategic Growth Council.  ?? Topic??

POSSIBLE FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
· Update on climate change activities and the April 2008 “Green Summit” at the May 2008 meeting.  Air Resources Board (ARB) presentation on the Climate Action Plan at the May 2008 meeting.

3. Follow-up on ATLC Short and Long-Term Actions

Tom Neumann reviewed the list of “ATLC Group Short- and Long-Term Actions – from World Café,” (Attachment 2).  These priorities were a product of the ATLC World Café, which was held on April 2007 (Attachment 3).  The group discussed the priorities listed and the following actions were recommended:

ACTIONS

Create a “complete streets” plan/blueprint

· Thus far a lot of actions have been completed or are ongoing but a Complete Streets Work Plan has not been developed.  Gregg wants a work plan developed.  Gregg will meet with staff to discuss.  The work plan will incorporate the DD-64 revision and marketing plan.  The Bike/Ped Blueprint tasks, CSS implementation work plan, and the ATLC action matrix will also be included.

Fill in gaps in ATLC Advisory Committee participation.  Suggestions were:

· A State Parks representative

· Elderly and Disabled

· Consider RTPAs/MPOs, cities and counties.

· Consider future issue-oriented workshops (Gregg)

· Increase participation of existing ATLC state level transit and add a transit district.  Gale Ogawa from Caltrans Mass Transportation will assist.

· Add time to future agendas for a guest speaker presentation or a focused discussion on a topic (Chris)

· Inventory ATLC members to identify possible additional groups to invite a primary ATLC members or as a second tier advisory members. (Gregg)

Have State interagency meeting on ATLC issues

· ??Use OPR to create a list that addresses the nexus of all topics for interagency discussion. ??  At least one State level group exists that discuss ATLC type issues so creating a new effort may be problematic.

Develop a Caltrans livable communities policy

· Consider if needed in Work Plan to foster implementation.

Develop common definitions/goals/vision for livable communities at the State level and then to regions

· Consider as part of Smart Mobility Framework.  Strategic Growth Council will likely address.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEM
· Request the Local Government Commission present their Global emissions statement.

4. Federal Reauthorization

Laura Cohen presented the issue via conference telephone.  Laura has been working with Ken DeCrescenzo on the vision statement that will guide Caltrans.  The next federal reauthorization bill will include walk/bike, climate change, and public health.  Laura asked for the group’s input on the vision statement and set of principles that Ken had circulated to the California Consensus Team.  

ACTION
· Joan Sollenberger/Nathan Smith will check and get back to Laura via conference call.

· Nathan will check with Ken about the vision statement and principles.

· Tom Neumann will share the existing draft and principles with the ATLC via- e-mail

· ATLC group to send any comments to Laura.

· Richard Haggstrom will send bike/ped questions on the Federal survey to Tom

· Tom will send out some bike/ped data survey to the group for information (done)

FUTURE AGENDA ITEM

· Federal Reauthorization update at the May meeting.

5. Bicycle Advocacy Summit with Director Kempton

K. C. Butler, CA Bicycle Coalition, presented the update on the bike summit meeting with Director Kempton.  Wendy Alfsen, California Walks, noted that District 4 was the first to set up a pedestrian friendly advisory committee.  Gregg advised that we should institutionalize as much as we can in the current administration.  

ACTION
· Gregg suggested that thought be given to having districts  report cards measure Progress.

6. Deputy Directive 64 Revision and Marketing Plan

Nathan Smith and Ann Mahaney, Caltrans  Transportation Planning, reviewed the “Deputy Directive 64 Revision and Implementation?? Plan – Complete Streets – Integrating Transportation Infrastructure (Attachment 4).  Final comments are needed by April 2008.

ACTION
· Send current version DD-64 to members.

· Chris Morfas and K. C. Butler volunteered to review DD 64 to make sure it maintained the advisory group focus. Done

FUTURE AGENDA ITEM
· Status & final version of DD-64 and Marketing Plan at May meeting.

7. Project Initiation Document Review – Findings – Nathan Smith

Nathan Smith reviewed the “Blueprint for Bicycling and Walking Steering Committee Project Initiation Document Review” (Attachment 5).  KC Butler recommended that a list of the upcoming projects (by district) be sent out early to give the advocates time to comment.  Joan informed that checklists are in place to ensure we are providing for these modes.  District 5 has decided to be a pilot for this review.  Curt Davis said the e‑PIDs will be available online soon.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEM
· Bring back status of PID posting and e-PID pilot example.  Consider bringing status of various program checklists recently changed.

· Curt Davis will work with KC and Chris Morfas to determine needs and opportunities.

8. Corridor System Management Plans – Follow-up from the November Meeting -- 

Joan Sollenberger reported that Transportation Planning is and the 12 districts are on a new way of doing corridor planning – a paradigm shift, as everyone is looking at California to set the example.  Joan explained the progression of the Go-California effort, which led to the Governor’s Strategic Growth Plan, and ultimately the passage of the bond program, of which $4.5 billion is to be used to reduce congestion on corridors ten years out to below today’s levels.  Joan said if we do corridor management instead of capacity building, we could get back lost lane miles.  An offsite meeting was held in January 2008 to discuss how this can be accomplished.  

In all, 26 corridors in California are currently required to have a Corridor System Management Plan (CSMP).  The CSMPs need to provide baseline performance, develop a current work plan, and show mode shifts.  The public is going to see the performance and how these dollars are being used for a sustainable solution.  Joan concluded that smoothing out the flow reduces congestion, which results in green house gas reduction.

Future Agenda Item

· CSMP update on the May  2008 agenda.

· Possibly give summary chart status on all 26 corridors

· Possible presentation on one specific CSMP example  (D-4 or D-5)

9. Smart Mobility Scorecard Project – Chris Ratekin 

Chris Ratekin reviewed the “Caltrans Smart Mobility Framework” handout (Attachment 6).  In April 2007, EPA awarded Caltrans with a technical assistance grant of $45,000 and also provided a national team to conduct the effort.  The EPA efforts will begin in March 2008.  In Phase 1, Caltrans is working with EPA to develop the basic  tool.  In Phase 2, the tool will be expanded so that it can be used by other entities in California.  Anyone interested in being an external advisor, or if anyone has any comments, they should contact Chris Ratekin.

10. 2035 California Transportation Plan Update & Public Participation Plan

Nathan Smith reviewed the handout “Update Status on the California Transportation Plan (CTP) dated February 21, 2008” (Attachment 7).

The biggest changes to the recent SAFETEA-LU updates were that environmental considerations need to be addressed early, and federal law requires that the public participation process needs to engage the public.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEM

· CTP--bring PPP to share next time.

11. Other Updates/Open Discussion

Wendy Alfsen, California Walkers, announced the safety summit and urged everyone to attend.

ACTION
· Report on the State Highway Safety Plan Summit at the May meeting., perhaps by an ATLC external member.

12. Next Steps and Closing Remarks - Gregg Albright (5 min)

Gregg thanked Rhett Beavers, Urban Land Institute, and Nicole Hara, Center for Civic Partnerships, for joining the group.

UPCOMING MEETINGS

MAY 2008 MEETING RESCHEDULED – The May 22 meeting has been rescheduled to Thursday, May 29, 2008, 1 PM to 3:30 PM, Caltrans HQ, Room 2116

NOVEMBER 2008 MEETING RESCHEDULED – The November 20 meeting has been rescheduled to Wednesday, November 19, 2008, 1 PM to 3 PM, Caltrans HQ, Room 2116

Contacts:  Tom Neumann – 916-651-6882; Chris Ratekin – 916-653-4615; and Terri Bridges  – 916-654-3419

ATTACHMENTS

1. Building California’s Future with the strategic Growth Plan – State of the State 2008

2. ATLC Group Short- and Long-Term Actions

3. ATLC World Café - April 20, 2007
4. Deputy Directive 64 Revision 1 and Implementation Plan – Complete Streets – Integrating Transportation Infrastructure

5. Blueprint for Bicycling and Walking Steering Committee Project Initiation Document Review

6. Caltrans Smart Mobility Framework
7. Update status on the California Transportation Plan (CTP) dated February 21, 2008

8. 2008 Meeting Schedule

9. ATLC Meeting Roster – Updated 2/14/08
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