Highway 99 Soundwall Community Safety
and Enhancement Project

Community Meeting Summary

October 25, 2010 | 6:30pm - 8:30pm
Fruitridge Community Center | 4000 Fruitridge Road, Sacramento

Introduction

On October 25, 2010, Caltrans held a community meeting as part of its Highway 99 Soundwall
Community Safety and Enhancement Project. The purpose of the meeting was to provide
information about the project, including project benefits and the process involved in purchasing
property; answer community member questions; and describe next steps. Approximately 12
community members participated in the meeting. Each participant received an informational
packet with the following materials, offered in both English and Spanish:

¢ Meeting agenda

e PowerPoint presentation (print copy) (included as Appendix A)
e "Frequently Asked Questions”

e A step-by-step guide to the purchasing process

e Estimated project timeline (included as Appendix B)

e Alist of recommended plants to plant and avoid using on your new property

Caltrans provided food, childcare and Spanish language interpretation for the meeting.

Project Background

The Highway 99 Soundwall Community Safety and Enhancement Project is an important step
forward in improving community safety and aesthetics along the Highway 99 corridor in the
Sacramento area between 12" Avenue and 47" Avenue. Caltrans is proposing to sell the excess
land situated between the soundwall and the adjacent property owners along the east side of
the highway right-of-way. To accomplish this, Caltrans is working in partnership with the City of
Sacramento and Sacramento County.

This project will help alleviate criminal activity, improve public safety, and eliminate illegal trash
dumping. This will benefit Caltrans by reducing demand on Caltrans maintenance crews, and
will benefit property owners by providing them with additional land for their personal use.

To effectively engage property owners and inform them of this opportunity, Caltrans has been
conducting ongoing door-to-door outreach in the project area. Letters and postcards have also
been sent to property owners at key points in the process.



Meeting Overview

Caltrans Project Manager Nieves Castro welcomed meeting participants and thanked them for
their interest in the project. She then introduced Joan Chaplick of MIG, who introduced the rest
of the project team. Joan then provided an overview presentation of the project.

Following her presentation, Joan welcomed Caltrans Associate Right of Way Agent Eva Marie
Gordon, who described each step in the process to purchase adjacent property as part of the
project. Caltrans Maintenance staff member John Wells then shared information about the
respective fencing and maintenance responsibilities of Caltrans and the new property owner
both before and after the property transfer. See Appendix A for the complete PowerPoint
presentation.

The majority of the meeting took the form of a dialogue between Caltrans staff and community
members, with Caltrans staff answering questions and responding to community member
concerns.

Community Concerns

Overall, meeting participants showed a strong interest in participating in the project. The
following concerns were also discussed, and participants requested more information and
assurances related to the following:

e The potential increase in property taxes associated with title transfer

e The amount of labor and resources required to maintain existing eucalyptus trees,
which create a mess on the property and represent potential safety hazards

e A desire for Caltrans to remove some eucalyptus trees and to remove leaf litter and
debris prior to property transfer

e Concerns that the new fences might be easy to climb over and would not serve as an
effective deterrent against continued trespassing and vagrancy

Caltrans will be working to address the above concerns and, to the degree possible, will
provide additional information and clarification on the above points in future communications.

Next Steps

Joan thanked community members for attending the meeting, and encouraged them to contact
Nieves or Eva to discuss next steps in the purchasing process. She also shared that members of
the project team are available to meet with small groups or individuals in person to discuss the
project. A second community meeting will be held, likely in January 2011.

Property owners living in the area of project Phase 1 will have the opportunity to sign a contract
as early as November 2010. For those property owners, final paperwork will be processed, the
sale complete and property fenced by February or March 2011. See Appendix B for the
complete estimated time line for all project phases.
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Appendix A:
PowerPoint Presentation (October 25, 2010 Community Meeting)




Monday, October 25, 2010

Agenda

Meeting Purpose

Project Description
Caltrans Process

Fencing and Maintenance
Next Steps




Meeting Purpose

Describe the project and timeline

Describe project benefits

Provide information about Caltrans process
Answer questions and hear comments
Describe next steps

Project Description

Right-of-way along the SR 99 soundwall,
City and County of Sacramento

Properties located between 12t Ave
and 47t Ave

Includes 48 properties (residential and
commercial)

Properties grouped into four phases

Caltrans is working closely with City
and County




Project Area

Phase 1: Fruitridge North:
16th Ave, 34th Street, 20th to
26th Ave

Phase 2: MLK Triangle:
32nd Ave, MLK Blvd

Phase 3: Mascot Avenue

Phase 4: Frank Court, 39th St
to 44th Ave

Current Conditions




Maintenance Costs

e Caltrans expends significant resources to
maintain the right-of-way in the project area

e Costs include: maintenance staff, volunteer
supervision, and hazardous waste clean-up

e Conditions require full-scale clean-up to
eliminate illegally dumped materials, trash
and overgrown vegetation (every 1-2 years)

Project Need and Benefits

e Limit trespassing and illegal activity in
Highway 99 soundwall right-of-way
e Reduce illegal dumping and vandalism

e Reduce ongoing maintenance costs for
Caltrans

* Provide property owners and tenants with
additional land for their use




Existing Conditions

Potential Improvements







Caltrans 10-Step Process

1) Caltrans surveys the property to establish
legal boundary

2) Caltrans prepares deeds and related
documents

3) Caltrans completes appraisal. Caltrans
purchases underlying fee for $1 and Caltrans
sells underlying fee for S1.

10-Step Process (con’t)

4) Caltrans prepares offer of sale to property
owner

5) Sale presented for approval by California
Transportation Commission

6) Deed is returned to Caltrans Excess Lands
Division




10-Step Process (con’t)

7) Caltrans fences property
8) Deed recorded by the County

9) Caltrans posts and update maps to reflect
new ownership

10) Deed sent to property owner

What Happens After | Sign the Contract?

* You will receive:
— Two originals of the contract
— Copy of the Director’s Deed (for you to keep)
— Copy of the parcel map (for you to keep)
— Preliminary Change of Ownership Report

* No money exchanges hands.




What Can | Do With My Property?

e Caltrans installs fencing and attaches
to soundwall

* No permanent structures can be built on
property

e Landscaping and temporary improvements
should be consistent with Caltrans guidelines

e Caltrans maintains easement to access
soundwall for repairs

Planting and Landscaping Guidelines

* List of suggested plants
to use

e List of plants to avoid
(i.e. invasive, poisonous,
drought-intolerant)

» Suggested planting
guidelines




Current Conditions




Fencing

* Caltrans will:
— pay for fencing
— install fencing (entire phase at same time)

— use a combination of new and recycled fence
materials

— remove all remaining fences and fence posts

¢ You will be notified in advance of
installation

Property and Soundwall
Maintenance

e Property owner is responsible for property
maintenance when Caltrans transfers the
property

e Caltrans will:
—continue to maintain the soundwall

—check soundwall safety and structural integrity as
needed

—provide advance notice when access to the
soundwall for repairs is needed




Next Steps

e Caltrans will continue to complete property
surveys and appraisals for Phases 1 & 2

* Phase 1 property owners will receive the
contract package

e Caltrans staff are available to answer
guestions on an ongoing basis

For more information:

Please contact:

* Nieves Castro at 916- 274-0638 or
nieves_castro@dot.ca.gov

* Eva Marie Gordon at 530-741-4414 or
eva-marie_gordon@dot.ca.gov




Appendix B:
Estimated Project Timeline (updated October 20, 2010)




Estimated Sac 99 Soundwall Timeline

Phase 1: Fruitridge North: 16" Ave, 34" Street, 20-26™ Ave
Phase 2: MLK Triangle: 32" Ave, MLK Blvd

Phase 3: Mascot Avenue: Center properties working outward ends
Phase 4: Frank Court, 39" Street to 44™ Ave

Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec | Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug
10 | 10 | 10 | 10 | 10 | 10 | 11 | 11 | 11 | 11 | 11 | 11 | 11 | 11
B
Phase 1 108 §
D
Phase 2 " §
D
Phase 3 330 §
Phase 4 Due §
5/4

Surveying, Creation of Deed and Mapping
Appraisal

Contract Signing
CTC Packet Review in Sacramento Headquarters
Date indicated is the deadline to turn packet into HQ for the next CTC date.

Final Paperwork Processing: deed recording, copying, map posting, mailing
8§ = Estimated Fencing Month: Fences will be installed AFTER CTC approval and BEFORE deeds are recorded

Disclosure: Timelines are estimates as of October 20, 2010. Circumstances may cause delay in one step in the process, which would
create a delay in subsequent steps. This table will be updated as timelines change.



