
The Federal Comment Process 

California Freight Advisory Committee 
Oakland, CA 

September 18, 2013 



What Do I Comment on? 

• Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) 
– MAP-21 Freight Performance Measures 
– 90 day comment period 

 
Who Can Comment? 

• Any individual, small business, large business, 
local government, state government, etc. 



What Do I Need to Know? 

• Where to find the information 
• Docket number 
• Where to send comments 
• Timeline (Open/Close Dates) 
• Comments are public 



Where Do I Find Information? 

• www.federalregister.gov 
– Provides the Notice and Docket Information 
– Provides the closing date 
– Sign up for notices 

• www.regulations.gov 
– Submit comments here 
– Access comments here 

 
 
 
 

http://www.regulations.gov/
http://www.regulations.gov/


How Do I Submit My Comment? 

• Online via www.regulations.gov (preferred) 
• Mail 
• Hand Deliver 
• Fax 

 
• Include the Agency name and Docket Number 

– Generally formatted FHWA-2013-XXXX 



What Happens Next? 

• Comment period closes 
• Agency reviews and analyzes comments 

received 
• Publication of Final Rule 

– Includes preamble and rule text 
– Response to public comments is in the preamble 



Questions? 

– www.federalregister.gov/agencies/federal-
highway-administration 

– www.federalregister.gov 
– www.regulations.gov 
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