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Aeronautics’ Agenda 

 What is the role of the Division of Aeronautics? 
 Developing a new perception of aviation in California 
 How Caltrans Transportation Planning Programs can 

integrate aviation 
 Redefine the role of a Multimodal Transportation Planner 
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Objectives: 
What: Increase awareness of aviation, beyond 
the airport runway and hangars 
How: Define the various programs that will 
continuously integrate aviation 
Who: Explain Your Role as a multimodal 
Transportation Planner 

 



Changing Perceptions 

Airports are regional economic engines! 
 

 Aircraft are flown to regional community aviation commerce centers, 
more commonly known as airports, which come in all sizes 

 Airports have become mixed use development centers, or multi-
functional hubs for conducting business, commerce, and 
transportation… 
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Division Overview 

Aeronautics Offices and Specialty Areas: 
 
 Office of Aviation System Planning 
 Office of Airports 
 Office of Technical Services & Programs 
 Other Specialty Areas:  

– Funding for Grants & Loans 
– Aviation Noise 
– Environmental Review 
– Legislative News & Information 
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Division of Aeronautics 
 - Mission and Goals 

 Foster development to improve the California air 
transportation system throughout the State 
 

 Promote aviation safety while preserving the 
environment 
 

 Introduce context-sensitive, sustainable solutions 
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State, Federal, and Other Aviation Partners 

State: 
 Department of Education (DOE) 
 Department of Fish and Game (DF&G) 
 California Energy Commission (CEC) 
 Governor’s Office of Planning and Research 

(OPR) 
 
 

Federal: 
 Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
 U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) 
 U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) – 

Wildlife Services 
 U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT), 

Transportation Research Board (TRB) – Airport 
Cooperative Research Program (ACRP) 
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Private Non-Government Organizations: 
 National Association of State Aviation Officials (NASAO) 
 National Business Aircraft Association (NBAA) 
 Airplane Owners & Pilots Association (AOPA) 
 Association of California Airports (ACA) 
 California Airports Council (CAC) 
 California Pilots Association (CPA) 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
USDA Wildlife Services 
TRB\ACRP  - Investigating Safety Impacts of Energy Technologies on Airports and Aviation (Synthesis of Airport Practice Project)




Defining the Role of Aeronautics 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA): 
 Certify and perform safety compliance 

inspections of Part 139 Commercial Service 
Airports 

 Manage FAA Airport Improvement Program 
(AIP) funding grants for National Plan of 
Integrated Airport Systems (NPIAS)  

 Regulate airspace, airport security, aircraft, 
pilots, and aircraft mechanics 

State of California (Caltrans): 
 Issue airport and heliport permits and conduct 

permit compliance safety inspections 
 Site evaluation of proposed state buildings, 

public schools and community colleges 
 Provide airport sponsors grants and loans in 

support of General Aviation airports from the 
California Aid to Airports Program (CAAP) 

 Provide technical expertise in the areas of 
engineering, land use, aircraft noise, 
environment and compatible land use 
planning related to aviation 
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Airport Sponsor: 
  Facility Owner/Operator 

  Maintenance 

  Provide local matching funds for FAA AIP grants 

  Provide for operational airport safety 
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Division of Aeronautics
Gary Cathey, Chief

(916) 654-5470

Airport Noise Program & 
Environmental Review

Philip Crimmins
(916) 654-6223

Office of Airports 
Jeff Brown, Chief
(916) 654-4565

Office of Aviation 
Planning

Terry Barrie, Chief
(916) 654-4151

 Develop State aviation planning 
policies and participate in the 
development of federal planning 
policies

 Participate in intermodal planning and 
regional aviation system planning with 
cities, counties, MPOs, RTPAs and 
various Caltrans Divisions and 
Districts statewide

 Review, comment on, and develop 
guidelines for aviation-related 
activities in MPO’s and RTPA’s 
Regional Transportation Plans, Overall 
Work Programs, and cities’ and 
counties’ airport master plans

 Update California Aviation System 
Plan elements; develop and publish 
Airport Land Use Planning Handbook; 
review and comment on Airport Land 
Use Compatibility Plans (ALUCP) and 
city and county land use decision 
override letters regarding the ALUCP

 Analyze aviation’s influence on the 
State’s economy

 Aviation liaison for Caltrans Divisions 
including aviation-related research 
activities, transportation information, 
and goods movement

 Pursue State and federal grants to 
facilitate aviation system advancement

 Collect and disseminate aviation 
statistics

 Analyze and monitor federal and State 
aviation legislation

 Emergency Management Support

Office of Technical 
Services & Programs

Gary Cathey, Acting Chief
Sr. Transportation Engineer

(916) 654-5470

Resource Management
Sanaz Javadinejad

(916) 654-4389

Grants and Loans
Bambi Jake

(916) 654-4718

 Administer operating and capital 
budgets

 Administrative and personnel 
activities support

 Manage grants and loans to airports 
for capital improvement projects

 California Transportation 
Commission Liaison

“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated, and efficient transportation system
to enhance California’s economy and livability” April 2015



Division Core Functions 

Aeronautics’ General Internal Functions: 
 Aviation Land Use, Environmental and System Planning, Airport Safety Compliance Inspections, 

Airport Project Funding & Engineering, and Aircraft Noise, manage one loan and three grant programs 
 

Oversee safety at a variety of permitted aeronautical facilities (634) 
 243 Public-use airports (28 commercial service  & 215 general aviation) 
 68 Special-use airports 
 323 heliports  (160 hospital heliports, 163 police, fire, corporate, commuter or privately owned 

heliports) 
 Exempt aviation facilities: 8 seaplane bases, 22 military airfields, and 1 joint-use MIL/CIV airport 

 

Leverage Federal Aviation Administration Airport (FAA) Improvement Plan (AIP) 
Grants with State AIP Matching Grants  

 FAA AIP Grants pay up to 95 percent of project cost ($24.982 M, FY 2014/15)  
 State AIP Matching Grants pay 5.0 percent of the federal AIP Grant ($1.2M FY 2014/15) 
 

Provide airport sponsors aeronautical expertise and technical assistance 
 Planner, engineer and inspector teams are integral to addressing the State’s aviation issues 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In recent years, the FAA had temporarily provided a 95% federal share on AIP grants and the State of California had matched 2.5% of the federal grant amount.  Now that the federal share is decreased to 90%, the Division of Aeronautics is proposing an increase in the State AIP Match rate to 5% of the federal grant amount.  This action would help offset the increase in local match now required of airport sponsors for these important airport grants.



Why Aviation is Important to California 
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Aviation is vital for California! 
 Provides for commerce centers that are vital for the movement of 

goods and people 
 Contributes nearly 9 percent of California’s employment and output 

– direct and indirect spending:  
 Contribution to the U.S. Gross Domestic Product: $154.7 billion (4.8 percent) 
 Contribution to the U.S. employment: 1.1 million jobs (5.5 percent) 
 62,606 active licensed pilot community (11 percent of U.S. total) 
 34,844 registered aircraft (10 percent of U.S. total) 



Why Aviation is Important to California  
(cont’d) 

 Airports facilitate international and domestic trade 
 They are necessary for “just-in-time” production and delivery 
 Each airport is an essential component of the State’s emergency response 

and disaster recovery operations 
 Aviation provides convenient and affordable air travel for tourists, as well 

as access for companies to conduct business in your local community 
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Office of Airports 



Office of Airports 

 Perform regular safety inspections for public-use 
airports and hospital heliports 

 Implement State and federal airport design 
standards related to marking, lighting, signage, 
safety areas, and obstruction clearance criteria 

 Provide technical assistance and guidance to 
sponsors, other aviation interests, and the public 

 Coordinate with the Federal Aviation 
Administration and other federal, State, and local 
government agencies 
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Office of Airports 

 Carry out duties mandated in the PUC and other 
statutes, that include: 
 Permitting authority for public-use and special-use 

airports and heliports in the State.  Evaluate & review 
plans, sites, CEQA, local govt approval (issue ~30 
permits/yr) 

 Evaluate proposed school, community college, and State 
building sites within 2 miles of an airport (~25/year)  

 Evaluate and authorize helicopter landings at and within 
1,000 feet of K-12 schools (~250/year) 

 Conduct Airport Master Record inspections and 
updates under contract with the FAA 

 Review FAA Airspace Obstruction Evaluation 
cases for potential impact on airports 

 

15 



 
Caltrans Division of Aeronautics 

16 

State Buildings and School Site Evaluations 
- Airport Safety Compatibility Zones 

Pursuant to State law, the Division of Aeronautics is required to evaluate 
proposed K–12 schools - Education Code (EC) 17215, Community Colleges -
EC 81033, and State building sites - California’s Public Utilities Code (PUC) 
21655, within two nautical miles of an existing runway as well as any new 
runway that is identified in an adopted airport layout plan.  

Planning: 
California Airport Land Use Planning 
Handbook Consideration and evaluation to 
overall Community Planning Consistency 
with adopted airport land use plans 
Communication with the planning 
commission 

Flight Paths: 
Minimize disruptive noise and provide for 
adequate safety evaluations 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mapping
GIS Mapping for Land Use Compatibility & School Site Evaluations around airports -  use for both internal and external customers
•Maps displaying probable historic accident patterns at and around the airport
•Also, School site maps for litigation and internal analysis, radio tower maps, and functional maps

This GIS Map shows an aerial photo of an airport with the safety and traffic zones shown.  The red block shows the proposed school site, which definitely less than 2 miles from the airport.
In fact, it may be considered not a good idea.  



Office of Technical Services & Programs 
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Caltrans Division of Aeronautics 

Office of Technical Services & Programs 

• FAA Contract Administration and Management 
(e.g. Asphalt Pavement Management System) 

• Manage Caltrans Airport Projects from 
Programming to Construction Close-out 

 

 

• Provide engineering assistance (internal and external) 
• Review and manage State Acquisition & Development (A&D) grants 
• Develop the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) & 3-year Aeronautics 

Program based on the CIP 
• Prepare School Site Evaluation Maps, Land Use Incompatibility Maps 

and AutoCAD drawings for Airports 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Office of Technical Services performs the following functions:
Develop the statewide Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) for aviation needs and provide airport sponsor guidance. Prepare and Manage the State Aeronautics Program.
Provide engineering assistance to local governments on airport capital improvement projects under the California Aid to Airports Program (CAAP).
Review or manage State general aviation loans and Acquisition & Development grants
Develop and manage federal grant contracts awarded from the Federal Aviation Administration Airport Improvement Program to support general aviation.
Manage Airport IQ System Management (ASM) database and provide technical assistance to airport sponsors to update airport CIP project lists.
Conduct public meetings to share information with stakeholder groups in conjunction with Federal Aviation Administration, the Association of California Airports, and others.
Evaluate land use compatibility and proposed school sites near airports by developing site specific maps using AutoCAD.
FAA Contract Management: Maintain and update the Airport Pavement Management System (APMS) that identifies needs and estimates capital outlay costs.   LPV Obstruction Surveys 10 airports to replace ILS equipment with GPS navigational system for pilots






 
Caltrans Division of Aeronautics 

Proposed School Site Evaluations 
Airport Safety Zones Map 

           Depicts runway safety zones & air traffic pattern 
19 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an example of a general safety zone map depicting the safety zones around a runway and air traffic pattern.  This map is based on the California Airport Land Use Planning Handbook.  It is used for Land Use Compatibility and School Site Evaluations around airports. Coordinated planning efforts will enable the community and airport to coexist safely.  





Operational Safety Discrepancy Resolution  
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Runway Rehabilitation Project Description: 

• Pulverized, reshaped, graded, and compacted    
into sub-base 

• Widened 4,250‘ runway to 60 feet, including a 
2.5” hot-mix asphalt overlay and new runway 
markings 

California Pines Airport, Modoc County 

Runway Rehabilitation Project Cost: $413,281 

Pavement Condition Index: Very Poor (18) 

Cracks 

Spalling 

Improved safety where aviation “hits 
the road.” 

Result:  
 

Safer and Smoother landings and take-offs! 



California Aviation System Plan 
2012-2021 Capital Improvement Plan 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP)
Currently developing statewide Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) .  The CIP is one element of the overall California Aviation System Plan (CASP), which takes the Department’s aviation planning to programming.  It details airport project needs within the state for the next five to ten years.  Projects are selected based on a priority matrix approved by the CTC, based on safety first.
CIP –2011 CIP (September), done biennially.  The next update period will be Fall 2012, for the 2013 CIP.
•Joint letter with FAA will be sent to all the airports Fall 2012
•Followed up with an e-mail
•Then phone calls for airports that have not submitted their plans
•We made contact with the airport manager to help educate them about the ACIP project submittal process to help them promote their projects to improve their airport.
•We provided direction and assistance to complete the application which is the first stepping stone in developing the funding program.  
•We had a 85% response from airport managers and staff for identifying capital needs for CA pubic owned and operated airports




Airport Funding 
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 State Aeronautics Account 
– Annual revenue approximately $5.3 million from aviation fuel excise taxes  
 (Avgas 18¢/gal. and Jet fuel 2¢/gal., excludes commercial jet fuel sales) 

 Division Support ($3.7 million ) 
 Annual Credit Grant: $10,000/year to 149 GA airports ($1.49 million) 
 Airport Improvement Program (AIP) Matching Grants ($1.65 million) 
 Acquisition and Development (A&D) Grants ($1.00 million) 

– 90 percent State funded Airport Land Use Compatibility Plans (ALUCP), safety, and 
pavement preservation projects, require a 10 percent local match 

 Airport Loan Program (low interest loans, current rate = 3.288 percent) 
– For revenue generating projects (e.g. hangar construction and aviation fuel facilities) 

 State Dollars for Your Airport 
– Available from the Aeronautics web site: 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/documents/grants_and_loans/StateDollarsForAirport.pdf 

 



Aviation & Environmental Review 
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Review projects submitted from State Clearinghouse (IGR/CEQA) 
 Analyze project from an aviation perspective and comment on potential 

environmental impacts, such as effects relating to aircraft flight, aircraft 
noise, and public safety  

  
 

How you can help Aeronautics identify potential impacts to aviation? 
 

Contact us with your concerns whenever you think there might be an 
environmental issue within 2-nautical miles of an airport! 

 
 

POC: Philip Crimmins, Environmental Review 
(916) 654-6223 

 



Aircraft Noise 
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 Legislation passed in 1969 that is part of the California’s Public Utilities 
Code (PUC) mandates regulation of aircraft noise at airports to resolve 
existing noise problems and prevent the development of new problems 

 County government determines which airports must meet noise standards 
– 10 airports statewide (9 air carrier and 1 general aviation) 
– District 5:  No commercial service or general aviation airports have been 

determined to have a noise problem by their respective local County Board 
of Supervisors. 

 Department noise activities include: 
– Review and approval of aircraft monitoring plans 
– Assess airports’ progress toward achieving standards 
– Consider applications for a variance from standards 

 

For more information, please visit the Aviation Noise Program website:  
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/avnoise.htm 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
10 airports are:  Bob Hope, John Wayne, LAX, Long Beach, Oakland, Ontario, San Francisco, San Diego, San Jose, and Van Nuys
43% reduction in # of incompatible homes since 1996




Office of Aviation Planning 
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   Systems Planners     Land Use Planners  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
General duties similar to district regional, system & IGR functions 
Staff of 8 planners, 4 system planning, & 4 specialized planners
Specialists include 3 land use planners & 1 environmental planner
System planners have areas of expertise:
Derek: CIB, Econ Study, 
Kevin: manages the Airport Management System (ASM-Airport IQ) database, goods movement, 
Colette project manager for intermodal passenger research project & FED Ex Bart study, rep on several master plan technical advisory committees, member of SACOG’s Blueprint Planner Committee & art contest
Carol Aero rep to Rural Counties Taskforce, CalAERO newsletter author, and Inventory Element project manager, Legislative Liaison
Philip project manager for Airport 101 development, Environmental Review
Ron: ALUC contact list, Handbook Project Manager (2011)
Bob: Wildlife Hazard Study project manager, Land Use Review, 
Environmental planner
Review & comment on environmental studies & documents
Provide technical assistance to resource agencies regarding land uses near airports
Look at airport related noise and state’s navigable airspace and comprehensive land use planning within 2 miles of an airport
Land use planners 
Write the Airport Land Use Handbook & brochure 	
Provide technical assistance for land use planning issues & questions to local governments, airports, & airport land use commissions
Serve as guest speakers at aviation conferences & workshops, the Great Valley Center Conference, & American Planning Association
Sit on consultant selection committees for local airport land use compatibility plans & updates 
Review CLUP overrides
 



Compatible Land Use Development 
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Fresno Yosemite International Airport (FAT)  
Fresno County 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We know the most likely places airplanes will crash near airports
Handbook identifies these safety zones
Safety zones based on density, building height, & recommended uses 
Every county with a public use airport required to have a land use review process, usually an airport land use committee
Law requires general plans to be consistent with adopted CLUPS
ALUC varies: may be part of Board of Supervisors, RTPA, or MPO, or other independent body
ALUC required to write an airport land use compatibility plan “CLUP” describing recommended land uses, based on Airport Land Use Handbook Standards, & review all proposed development within the airport influence area
Purpose of the process review proposed development for consistency with CLUP




Incompatible Land Use Development 
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Santa Monica Airport (SMO) 

Los Angeles County 



Aviation Planning Work Products 

 CASP General Aviation System Needs Assessment 2010 
 

 CASP Policy Element 2011 
 

 California Airport Land Use Planning Handbook 2011 
 

 California General Aviation Airports: Links to Vitality (video)  
 

 Public Use Airports and Military Airfields Map (2015) 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Functional class different than FAA National Plan of Integrated Airports Systems Primary, Commercial Service, Reliever, GA system, describes how airports function in their community and within the statewide airport system ASSET will reflect something similar
Panelist on TRB study: ACRP Counting Aircraft Traffic Operations at Small and Non-towered Airports (ACRPA11-03/Topic S10-01)
Airport Land Use Handbook & brochure, wide spread distribution
Developed UCB Airport 101 target audience elected officials, planning commissioners, & airport managers& UCD Airport Land Use Compatibility Planning ‘Course
Presentations to Tulare, Fresno, Trinity, and Mendocino Counties, the cities of Tulare, Fresno, Coalinga, & Reedley, and the Tulare and Fresno counties Airport Land Use Commissions, CA Pilot’s Association, & National Business Aviation Association
Members of the technical advisory committees for the SFO & ONT Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan updates
Worked with Yuba County BOS on the relocation of a new housing development’s flood control retention pond away from Yuba County Airport, key issue safety, ponds attract wildlife
Brokered a solution to Mather Master Plan goods movement access ramp proposal between Sacramento County Airport system, their consultants, and Caltrans D3
Expected attendance at the May 2007 Great Valley Center conference 800 people, panel to discuss airport land use, education is key to good land use decisions
Airport land use video should be released fall 2007???????
2002 Airport Land Use Handbook recognized nationwide; updated November 2011




Aviation Planning Update 
 Wildlife Hazard Assessments Underway 

• 10 airports in Los Angeles basin; 5 in S.F. Bay Area 
• 100% FAA funded. Goal is to understand then minimize wildlife strike 

hazards with aircraft. 

 Airport Economic Study Underway 
• Exploring the value of the 5-types of public-use airports in the State and 

how to connect them to their communities via Smart Growth principles.  
Study will support CIB concepts. 

 Emergency Management 
• Working with Cal EMA to create an Air Operations Branch consistent 

with FEMA’s Incident Command System protocols. 
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Where Aviation should be considered: 
Advance Planning Programs 

• California Transportation Plan  
• California Interregional Blueprint 
• Climate Action and Adaptation Program 
• Smart Mobility Framework  
• Complete Streets  
• Regional Blueprint Plan / Sustainable Communities Strategies 
• Project Initiation Documents (PIDs) 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose: Aeronautics provides expertise and cooperation with each DOTP office and their respective programs to weave aviation into the planning process.

Goal: to preserve aviation’s investments and to enhance the efficiency of a multimodal transportation system, while safely providing for a more robust and environmentally sound connectivity between communities.

ADVANCE PLANNING PROGRAMS

CIP/CTP:  [Office of State Planning]
CT Earth (Aviation facilities, airports and hospital heliports), 
b)airports have a positive influence on land use patterns, once their value is realized by the surrounding communities, so creating transportation solutions complimentary to the airport and community falls to transportation planning.
Airports should be viewed as economic enterprise hubs, employment centers, mixed-use commercial business centers, bulk cargo transfers centers, transit hubs, and more.
What begins to emerge as a result is economically diverse business bases that not increase demand for highway, air, rail and transit passenger service, but also escalate local business related economies of scale commercial, industrial, emergency operations, tourism, and more.  The “more” is the multiplier effect that will increase the value of ROI.
In accordance with Dr. Kasada’s ‘Aerotropolis” concept, Aerotropolis concepts can be scaled down and applied to GA airports’ communities in CA.
 

Climate Action and Adaptation Program: [Office of Regional and Interagency Planning; Climate Change Branch} SB 375 and SB 391 Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act
Aviation accounts for only 2% of global CO2 emissions (or 6% in CA according to the ARB). The ways that CA will regulate aviation-generated emissions are still being evaluated. In CA, aviation is championing GHG emission reductions. Division staff is monitoring aviation related solutions and adaptation strategies, and will be integrated into Caltrans climate change programs as appropriate, including sea level rise (an accepted result of climate change, known as global warming) issues at coastal airports.

Smart Mobility FRAMEWORK: [Office of Community Planning]
What or Why Smart Mobility: Changing the way the transportation system performs so that negative environmental and social impacts are reduced and options for people and businesses are increased.
In this report, airports are categorized as a Special Use Area, similar to military installations, ports, and large industrial zones.
Support for the Smart Mobility “reliable mobility” principle is shown by the Division with the support of various ALUCs and local planners, who should actively:
Request the delineation of airports on regional and local planning maps
Request clear identification of airport access and connectivity, along with an explanation of how the airports will be highly connected to the surface transportation system for both passengers and freight.
Request and/or remind transportation modelers of the airport’s influence in local, regional, and subregional trip generation trips and/or goods movement, particularly during peak hours.
Request that issues regarding health, safety, and environmental arising from particular use activities and mobility characteristics be considered when planning uses near airports (such as diesel emission from port faciltities)
Review the surrounding  context and level of connectivity to other uses in the area or region.

Complete Streets: [Office of Community Planning] (DD – 64-R1 Oct. 2008)
For airports, there is an opportunity to apply Complete Streets concepts to roads leading into and out of the airport.  This network carries employees, passengers, and trade goods to and from global destinations.  The Division supports the applications of Complete Streets strategies with the following actions:
Require Caltrans districts to evaluate Complete Streets options for Sate-sponsored or State-supported airport access road projects
Encourage airport sponsors, local governments, and MPOs to address Complete Streets policies and law when reviewing these types of projects.
Remind regional and local planning agencies of State law requiring the inclusion of bicycles, pedestrian, and transit elements in local and regional planning.
Encourage regional and local planning agencies to include airport access road improvements that include Complete Street concepts in the capital improvement projects and funding requests.

Regional Blueprint Plan / Sustainable Communties Strategies: [Office of State Planning]
Airports already have a place, and roads to connect to the local communities and global markets. In many cases, airports are poised to accommodate a mix of land use types that would further centralize airport-compatible activities. 

Project Initiation Documents: [Office of Projects/Plans Coordination]
The Division’s concern is to address transportation projects located within 2-miles of an airport for which PIDs may not have considered potential airport impacts. To avoid potential land use incompatibility issues, it is important to contact the Division whenever a project is within 2-miles of an airport.




Where Aviation should be considered: 
Advance Planning Programs (cont’d) 

• Highway Planning and Design! 
• Regional Transportation Plans and Overall Work Programs 
• Transit Connectivity 
• Local Development – Intergovernmental review (LD-IGR) 
• Public Participation 
• Goods Movement 
• Public Private Partnerships Program 

 
General Reminder: 
 No Aeronautics representatives are in any Caltrans districts, so 
 please forward all aviation/airport issues to HQ 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Advance Planning Programs continued…

Transit Connectivity: [Statewide Transit Planning Branch]
The Division staff works with DMT to better integrate public transit solutions to the State’s numerous commercial service and GA airports.

Local Development – Intergovernmental Review: [Office of Community Planning]
Although the Division is not directly involved in LD-IGR programs, it can and does support their review actions when aviation or airport issues emerge, and it often conducts concurrent reviews.  The divisions have all agreed to share with the others, copies of their comments on local proposals, before the developers receive any Caltrans Encroachment Permits or Airspace Leases.

Public Participation: [Office of Community Planning] Public Participation Guide Aug 2002, Best Practices Public Participation
The Division is participating in various outreach efforts and will have a notable role as land use and transportation strategies are recommended near airports.  The Division will be in a position to advocate for safe land use practices near airports and recommend alternatives to one of aviation’s greatest threats – that of incompatible land uses.  We are an active participant in the CIB outreach process, and by doing so staff will do much to help local partners, ALUC staff, and regional planners consider land use impacts to airports before they occur.  Such participation can help identify optimal land uses and transportation improvements for airports, and areas near them.

Goods Movement: [Office of System Planning and Freight Planning – formerly the Office of Goods Movement] GMAP/TCIP
Air cargo is an integral part of the California economy (in terms of tonnage and dollar value) and the national economy as well.  Working alongside the Division, OSFP staff shares perspectives, provides feedback, collaborates on projects, mutually consults, and solicits advice.  Both Divisions are in agreement that the economics that come from a robust and expanding air cargo industry are essential to the long-term financial health of the State.  Efforts are currently underway to develop the next iteration of the GMAP, to be renamed the Freight Mobility Plan.  

Public Private Partnerships Program (3Ps): [Caltrans]
An example of P3 and airports is the installation and operation of solar energy panels at airports (e.g. Fresno Yosemite Airport). 




Role of Transportation Planners 

Caltrans has no Aviation Planners in the Districts 
• Airport Land Use Commissions serve as the State’s primary aviation land use planners, 

whose actions protect pilots, airports, and the surrounding communities 
• You are the “first responders” for protecting and promoting aviation statewide, through 

Caltrans planning! 
 

Know Your Role as a Caltrans Planner 
• Know when a new community development might impact an airport, such as a wind 

farm or a major transportation project (Reference: Highway Design Manual p. 207) 
• If a project lies within 2 nautical miles of an airport, Alert the Division of Aeronautics 
• Do not assume the role of an Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC) 
• Airport Land Use Compatibility Plans (ALUCP) out rank General Plans or Regional 

Transportation Plans, and GP and RTP must be consistent with the ALUCP 
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Aeronautics’ Resources 
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Your aviation planning resources are only a click away! 

Visit the Division of Aeronautics web site to learn more. 
 

www.dot.ca.gov/aeronautics 
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