From: Robert Allen

Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2016 9:49 PM
To: ctp2040@DOT
Subject: CTP2040 30-day Public Review Period 02/29/16 - 03/29/16 Comments

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted by Robert Allen on March 22nd 2016 at 09:49PM (PDT)

firstname: Robert

lastname: Allen

org: Retired, BART Director; SP Western Divn. Engr/Operations
city: Livermore

state: CA

comments: A general comment:

CPUC has safety oversight responsibility for rail operations, including road crossings (at grade and grade separated).

An Amtrak train in 1999 on 79 mph track derailed two locomotives and 11 of 13 passenger cars after hitting a heavy
truck at a Bourbonnais, Illinois, grade crossing.

High priority should be given to funding grade separation of roads crossing railroad tracks used by passenger trains.
Roads crossing even 79 mph passenger train tracks at grade warrant study for grade separation. While others would
allow grade crossing of up to 125 mph track, Bourbonnais' 79 mph speed would seem to be an upper limit.

Amtrak's Bourbonnais derailment proves how vulnerable trains can be to obstructions at road crossings, whether by
accident, suicide, or sabotage. With push mode, MU, or jam-packed commuter trains, casualties could prove
catastrophic.

CPUC's Rail Crossings and Engineering Branch (RCEB) has a vital safety role and extensive expertise in regulation of rail
transportation.
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