From: Rick A. Orwig

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2016 9:25 AM
To: ctp2040@DOT
Subject: Double yellow "barriers" on HOV lanes

Thank you for this opportunity to offer suggestions regarding our State transportation systems. | hope you will
consider the following.

| have often questioned the purpose of the double yellow lines that restrict access to and from HOV lanes to
only designated segments located in the vicinity of the freeway on- and off-ramps. This restriction appears to
cause the exact conditions that the metering lights at freeway on-ramps are intended to prevent. Whereas the
metering lights alleviate traffic “back-ups” by limiting the flow of vehicles entering a freeway such that a large
number of vehicles are not attempting to merge in the same location at the same time, the designated entry
and exit points along an HOV lane create this exact effect. Instead of being able to legally merge at a time
when it is safe to do so well in advance of a freeway exit, drivers are forced to wait until reaching the
designated segment of roadway and are often required to squeeze into heavy traffic conditions that result
from numerous vehicles attempting to change lanes in the same location at the same time. As the entering
and exiting traffic naturally slows down to facilitate merging, traffic in the No. 1 conventional lane experiences
unnecessary “compression” that requires drivers to brake suddenly, even if they are as much as a mile back
from the designated transition area. If there is some benefit to creating the double yellow “barriers” that
cause this to happen, it is not intuitive. | have noticed that access to and from HOV lanes is not restricted on
many freeways in other states and even some freeways in Northern California.

| believe strongly that removing the access restrictions along the HOV lanes on all freeways will create safer
driving conditions and improve traffic flow. If there is any concern about a loss of the revenue that is currently
being received from drivers who violate these access restrictions, the shortfall could be regained by increasing
the fines for drivers who violate the intent of the HOV lanes by utilizing them without the qualified number of
passengers.

Regards,

Rick A. Orwig, MAI
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