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1.
Welcome and Introductions

Tom Neumann opened the meeting and requested introductions.

2.
Opening Remarks

Joan Sollenberger noted position changes and highlighted an agenda that included presentations on SAFETEA-LU (Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users), GoCalifornia, and the Regional Blueprint Grants program that ties together the key pieces. More is expected in the Governor’s State of the State. Joan also indicated that SAFETEA-LU contains new requirement for Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP), and includes requirements for all modes of transportation as well as funds for transportation safety investments. Sharon Scherzinger is the key planning contact for the SHSP and she is working with Jesse Bhullar from Traffic Operations on the SHSP and a summit meeting in 2006. 

3. 
Blueprint Grants Program

Sharon Scherzinger provided update presentation on the Blueprint Grants Program. Joan explained that the program was geared to the updates of the General Plans and was iterative to the Regional Transportation Plans and the air quality updates. Non-motorized groups need to be busy this year. The Caltrans link to the Blueprint and the application is at:



http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/orip/orip.htm
4.
GoCalifornia Presentation
Nathan Smith indicated we might hear about the GoCalifornia action plan in “State of the State.” The theme of GoCalifornia is to plan out 20 years, and implement and invest in 10 years; and, as part of GoCalifornia, the Department has asked regions for their input on future investments. Members expressed concerns that the effort is very congestion oriented, with no pedestrians, bicycles, or transit viability. Another concern was expressed that driving congestion down might be counterintuitive, even inducing more traffic; also a concern that there should also be balance in the system, that we should be looking at all modes, as well as transportation and land use changes; and, some members noted that this could be an opportunity to rethink planning efforts that would provide for improved quality of life. The Department got the Blueprint Grants program to get planning started on this effort.    

5. 
Legislative Update

Ted Link-Oberstar provided an update on bills such as SB-523 (Torlakson) that would interest the members, and provided some information on implementation of SAFETEA-LU.

6.  ATLC Action Plan Item Update 

· Safe Routes to Schools – Randy Ronning provided an update on the federal program in SAFETEA-LU. He noted as interest that there are 158 schools within two miles of state highways, and that more guidance would be forthcoming for future SR2S grant cycles.  

· Bicycle Transportation Account Grants – Ken McGuire indicated that Local Assistance is trying to get the latest grant cycle list approved by Business Transportation & Housing Agency. He also indicated that $5M is approved for the next round, and the applications for FY 06/07 were due December 1, 2005.

· Right of Way/Abandoned RR Corridors Evaluation Study Web Update – Tom Messer indicated that there were still gaps in the database, but the Department is working on correcting these gaps and requesting staff input. He projected that the cleanup of the database will take about six months to complete. 

· Department of Health Services (DHS) Physical Activity Efforts/Obesity Prevention Lisa Cirill provided an update on the Governor's Summit on Health, Nutrition, and Obesity held in September 2005, and provided handouts on the Governor’s Vision for a Healthy California.  Members indicated that while the obesity summit made its point on fitness, it failed to tie obesity to the impacts of land use. Joan indicated that Director Kempton brought up his support for the Governor’s “healthy” agenda; thinking about tying it to GoCalifornia. 


7. Transportation Planning Grant Programs Update – Pat Weston provided information from the transportation planning grant fact sheets. 

8.  Open Discussion – There was considerable discussion earlier on GoCalifornia.

9.  Closing Remarks – Tom Neumann announced that the next meeting would be held on February 8, 2006.  Agenda would follow. 
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