Active Transportation and Livable Communities (ATLC)

Advisory Group Meeting

Thursday, May 29, 2008 -- 1:00 – 3:30 PM

California Department of Transportation, Headquarters

Director’s Board Room 2116

1120 N Street, Sacramento, CA

Meeting Summary

1. Welcome and Introductions

Tom Neumann, Caltrans Transportation Planning, opened the meeting and requested introductions from the members present.

	ATTENDANCE

	External Agencies Present

	Wendy Alfsen, California Walks

	K. C. Butler, CA Bicycle Coalition

	Jacquolyn Duerr, Department of Public Health

	Judy Corbett, Local Government Commission

	Anne Geraghty, WALK Sacramento

	Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District

	Ellen Greenberg, Visiting Scholar Practitioner, UC Davis ITS Sustainable Transportation Center

	Meg Desmond, California Association for Coordinated Transit (CalACT)

	

	Caltrans

	Gregg Albright, Deputy Director, Planning and Modal Programs

	Joan Sollenberger, Division Chief, Transportation Planning

	Rick Deming, Division Chief, Rail

	Tom Neumann, Transportation Planning

	Nathan Smith, Transportation Planning

	Robert Copp, Division Chief, Traffic Operations

	Wendy Johnson, Mass Transportation

	Keith Robinson, Design Landscape Architect

	Curt Davis, Transportation Planning

	Chris Ratekin, Transportation Planning

	Ken McGuire, Local Assistance

	Barry Leaming, Local Assistance

	Ann Mahaney, Transportation Planning

	Reza Navai, Policy & Research

	Terry Parker, Community Planning – Special Projects

	Kevin Herritt, Design – Office of Geometric Design Standards

	Vahid Nowshiravan, Transportation Planning

	Terri Bridges, Transportation Planning

	Guest Speakers

	Tom Cosgrove, TCC Consulting

	Gayle Capik, Bennett Engineering Services

	Leo Rubio, P.E., Bennett Engineering Services


2. Opening Comments

Gregg Albright, Deputy Director for Planning and Modal Programs provided an update on Climate Change and the Governor’s Action Team.  Both Caltrans and Business Transportation and Housing Agency (BTH) are engaged with the Air Resources Board (ARB) scoping plan that will ultimately influence infrastructure issues.  The AB 32 greenhouse gas emission targets have been set; heroic efforts are needed to meet these requirements.  Gregg stressed that we need to move with infrastructure and investments that protect California’s economy and quality of life.  We need to have a mode shift away from single occupant vehicles.

Gregg reported that the Complete Streets deputy directive - DD-64-R-1 is moving forward.  A teleconference is scheduled with the District Deputy Directors for Planning on May 30 to discuss the outstanding issues with DD-64-R1.

3. Neighborhood Electric Vehicle (NEV) Transportation Planning

Joan Sollenberger introduced three guests: Gayle Capik and Leo Rubio (PE) from Bennett Engineering Services and Tom Cosgrove, from TCC Consulting.  They gave a PowerPoint presentation entitled “NEVs in Livable Communities” (Handout #1).  Tom noted that the City of Lincoln won the Caltrans' Excellence in Transportation Award in 2007 for its groundbreaking "NEV Transportation Plan."

4. Corridor System Management Plans (CSMP) Update

Joan Sollenberger, Chief, Division of Transportation Planning, presented the CSMP update.  Joan noted that all Prop 1B CMIA fund recipients are required to develop a CSMP.  Robert Copp’s staff in Traffic Operations is responsible for managing 27 of the mostly highly congested corridors in the State.  Contracts for analyzing why the corridors are congested are currently in place for all corridors.  Microsimulation contracts are currently underway.  The miscroscale analysis is a great visualization tool for decisions makers.  Joan said that Caltrans and regional transportation agencies are working together in this effort.  The future of system planning and corridor management will rely on technology and partnerships.    The Delivery Council, which includes representatives from the California Transportation Commission (CTC), Regional Transportation Planning Agencies and Self-Help Counties, is developing the performance measures for these projects.  These performance measures will have a big impact on future projects.

Anne Geraghty, WALK Sacramento, noted that developing partnerships at the local level is the first priority in the work plan.  People are asking how they can get across interchanges.  Corridor management will be much easier once there is data in place.  Tom suggested that Anne contact Jeff Pulverman in District 3 to be included with their CSMP efforts.

Web Link – D3 Corridor Planning:
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist3/departments/planning/corridorplanning.html
5. Ahwahnee Principles for Climate Change

Joan introduced Judy Corbett, Local Government Commission, who presented the update on Climate Change.  Judy reported that the Ahwahnee Principles for Climate Change (Handout #2) draft is still in the early stages of development.  There has been extensive work done on the AB 32 process and CEQA.  Judy stated that many of the greenhouse gasses have to be reduced by changing land use plans.  The regional blueprint planning process is key.  At a recent symposium, ARB was looking at state, regional, and local targets and may set mandatory vehicle miles of travel (VMT) limits.  If this occurs, it would ultimately have a very profound affect on providing future transportation infrastructure.

ARB’s  Land Use Subgroup of the Climate Action Team (LUSCAT) will send out a draft-scoping plan with the list of actions as early as June 2008.  There are three regional scoping meetings planned in June.  ARB’s goal is to have a final scoping plan approved at the November 2008 meeting with two years for plan implementation following approval.

Recommendations from the Haagen-Smit conference focusing on meeting AB 32 goals by reducing greenhouse gas emissions associated with transportation and land use will be taken into consideration as ARB develops the AB 32 Scoping Plan.  The web link is: http://www.arb.ca.gov/planning/hsmit2008/docs/hsmit_declaration_41108.pdf.

Jacquolyn Duerr, Department of Public Health, stated that we do not have the tools to access impacts in certain strategies.  She noted that we are fighting an uphill battle with California’s growing population, and that everyone needs to work together.  The Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG) has begun developing modeling capabilities, but this will continue to be a very big challenge.

Joan reported that the CTC will vote on the Adoption of the Addendum to the Regional Transportation Plan Guidelines, Climate Change and Greenhouse Gas Emissions at today’s meeting.  (Note:  This item was approved at the CTC meeting on May 29 and posted on the Office of CTC Liaison Transportation Programming website at:

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/transprog/ctcliaison.htm
Additional information on climate change are on ARB’s website as follows: http://www.arb.ca.gov/planning/hsmit2008/hsmit2008.htm
6. Complete Streets Implementation Plan, Complete Streets Subcommittee

The Complete Streets update was provided by Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro AQMD, Keith Robinson, Caltrans Design Landscape Architect, and Chris Ratekin, Caltrans Transportation Planning.

Chris Ratekin reviewed the Draft Implementation Plan for Complete Streets (Handout #5), which was an action item at the February 21, 2008 ATLC meeting.

The group discussed the draft plan and recommended to add the following:

a. Pedestrian Training

b. Interchange Issues

c. Speed Issues

d. Building Transit Relationships

e. Safe Routes to School

f. AB 32

g. Local initiatives

Chris Morfas said this is an excellent start on a very challenging task.  Green Grants, Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation (EEM) Program, Transportation Enhancements Fund, SHOPP & STIP programs are all ripe for Complete Streets.  SACOG has agreed to provide DD-64 technical guidance and training.  Chris Morfas suggested that Caltrans may want to link directly to this effort and take on a leadership role.

Chris Morfas provided a copy of the H.R. 5951 Complete Streets Bill (Handout #3) and a copy of the Honorable Doris O. Matsui’s news release regarding the Safe and Complete Streets Act of 2008 (Handout #4).  This legislation would require MPOs to certify that all federally funded projects be Complete Streets compatible.

K. C. Butler, spoke about a statewide Complete Streets directive in the proposed AB 1358 (Leno) and asked that for the group’s direction of what locals need to have included in their plans.  The web link for current information on AB 1358 is:  http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/

Additional Complete Streets links:

The National Complete Streets Coalition:  www.completestreets.org.

Complete Streets latest newsletter:  http://www.completestreets.org/media.html
ITS Journal: http://www.completestreets.org/documents/CompleteStreets_ITEMay2008.pdf
ACTION
· Joan asked Keith to provide a revised Draft Implementation Plan for Complete Streets to the ATLC group for their additional comments and input.

7. Bike Steering Committee Update -- Ken McGuire

Deputy Directive (DD)-64 Revision Status -- Nathan Smith

Highway Design Manual Team -- Kevin Herritt

Project Initiation Document (PID) Posting and Review -- Curt Davis 

Ken McGuire, Caltrans Local Assistance Bike Program Manager, provided the Steering Committee update.  The Steering Committee developed an action matrix, which was mainly covered in Keith’s presentation under Item #6.  Ken said the key to implementing the matrix is increasing awareness and training so that Caltrans staff can act as advocates.  A delivery pilot training class is scheduled to begin next week.

7a)  Nathan Smith, reviewed the revised draft of DD-64-R-1, “Complete Streets – Integrating Transportation Infrastructure” (Handout #6).  Nathan commended Ann Mahaney for her efforts in coordinating this effort.  

7b)  Kevin Herritt, Caltrans Office of Geometric Design Standards (OGDS), discussed the status of the Highway Design Manual (HDM) Team.  The Team was originally formed in association with the membership of the Caltrans "Bike Walk Blueprint Steering Committee" and is charged with reviewing the design guidance in the HDM.  They are focusing on its guidance related to pedestrian and bicyclist design elements and concepts.  The desired outcome is to identify any deficiencies and recommend new guidance or topics that needed to be included.  However, since the development of the Team's draft charter and as knowledge of its charge/task has been shared, numerous individuals associated with other departmental improvement efforts and partnership groups have expressed a desire to become members of the Team.  The concern is that this would make the team too large to be effective in a timely manner.  Another concern in establishing a similar, but overlapping, team effort would put a drain on OGDS resources.  Because of this increased interest, it was decided to have only one multi-functional, internal Team that will coordinate with and report upon its progress and status to all interested parties.  Because of this decision, the Team Charter and schedule are being revised.  Kevin will be inviting departmental employees associated with various bicycle, pedestrian, transit, Bus Rapid Transit (BRT), and the ATLC group to become members.  The first meeting is being targeted for late July 2008, with the completion of Team's work scheduled for March 31, 2009. 

Kevin also reminded the group that HDM Chapter 1000 is different from the rest of the chapters in the HDM.  State code mandates Local Agencies use and follow its guidance.  This unique situation will create issues that the HDM Team will need to address.

Another challenge the Team will have to address is how to communicate design guidance/information.  Is it practical and effective to present design guidance and information "completely" or should it be "focused;" and if so, how?  Kevin reminded the group that: "project decisions are made taking into account the HDM design guidance blended with all departmental policies, procedures, and practices.  The use of the right of way that is available for any specific project or corridor is a decision that is made by the Department in coordination with its transportation partners and the public.  The HDM has never been and currently is not written to mandate what is to be designed and built."

Kevin asked for group input on what needs to change in the HDM.  Most of the discussions centered on whether or not we being flexible enough.  One person asked how NEVs would fit in.

ACTION
· Kevin will work with the ATLC group to appoint a Caltrans member to the HDM Team.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEM

· Joan invited Kevin to give an progress report on the Highway Design Manual Team at the August 21 meeting.

7c) Curt Davis, Caltrans Office Chief of Projects/Plans Coordination (OPPC), reported on the Draft Project Initiation Document (PID) Posting and Review (Handout #7).  A PID is required to be developed and approved before any project can be programmed for funding and constructed on the State Highway System.  The PID is seen as the bridge between Planning and Project Delivery.  Curt said the PID posting on OPPC’s website should occur by mid-July 2008: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/oppc/index.html.

8. Integrating Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) into State Facilities DD-98
Wendy Johnsen, Planning & Policy Integration Branch, Division of Mass Transportation, reported that the draft BRT deputy directive DD-98 (Handout #8) was sent to all of the District Deputy Directors and District Directors for their review and comment.  Wendy plans to have the final draft completed in two weeks and estimated final approval by the end of this summer.

9. 2035 California Transportation Plan Update & Public Participation Plan

9a) Nathan Smith, reported on the recent activity on the California Transportation Plan (CTP).  Copies of the CTP 2035 Fact Sheet & CTP 2030 Graphic (Handout #9) were provided at the meeting.  Nathan stated the Addendum 2035 will focus on addressing environmental issues earlier in the planning process rather than waiting until the project development stage.

9b) Nathan announced that the Public Participation Plan (PPP) for the CTP and the California Federal Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (FSTIP) was recently released.  An updated status of the PPP was provided as a handouts at the meeting (Handout #10).  Nathan said the Policy Advisory Committee wants ATLC member input at their meetings.

Nathan reported that a web portal is being developed for public input and is expected to be available on the web by July 1, 2008.  The CTP symposium in UC Davis is scheduled for September 2 and 3.  The focus will be on the environment and public health.  Lisa Cirill, California Department of Public Health, has been invited to be on the panel.

Nathan said the goal is to have the final CTP 2035 done by August 2010 for Governor Schwarzenegger to sign off before he leaves office.

Activities on the CTP 2035 and the PPP can be found on the following web link:

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/osp/ctp.html

10. Federal Reauthorization Update

The final draft of the California Consensus on Federal Transportation Authorization 2008 was provided by Ken De Crescenzo (not in attendance), Caltrans Federal Authorization Representative (Handout #11).  Joan emphasized that this is California’s transportation voice to the federal government and the more voices that sign-on to this, the better.  Final comments are due November 2008, and the federal reauthorization is due to expire in September 2009.

11. Other Updates/Open Discussion -- All

The following are links to the handouts provided at the meeting:

NHTS National Household Travel Survey 3-31-08 (Handout #12)

SHSP Fact Sheet

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/survey/SHSP/SHSPFACTSHEET4-21-08.doc
California Strategic Highway Safety Plan Version 2 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/survey/SHSP/SHSP-Booklet-version2_%20PRINT.pdf
Implementation of the SHSP – California Strategic Highway Safety Plan

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/survey/SHSP/ISHSP-Final-04212008.pdf
12. Next Steps and Closing Remarks
There are two remaining ATLC meetings scheduled in 2008 are (changes are in bold print):

	August 21, 2008
	Thursday
	1:00 pm to 3:30 pm
	Caltrans, Sacramento

1120 N Street, Room 2116

	November 19, 2008

November 20, 2008
	Wednesday

Thursday
	1:00 pm to 3:30 pm
	Caltrans, Sacramento

1120 N Street, Room 2116


The meeting adjourned at 3:35 pm.

Caltrans Contacts

Tom Neumann – 916-651-6882

Chris Ratekin – 916-653-4615

Terri Bridges – 916-654-3419

Handouts:

1. Item 3:  NEVs in Livable Communities (PowerPoint Presentation)

2. Item 5:  Ahwahnee Principles for Climate Change

3. Item 6:  H.R. 5951 – Complete Streets Bill

4. Item 6:  Matsui Complete Streets Act News Release

5. Item 6:  Implementation Plan for Complete Streets

6. Item 7a:  Complete Streets - DD-64-R-1 & AB 1358 (Leno)

7. Item 7c:  PID Posting

8. Item 8:  BRT – DD-98

9. Item 9a:  CTP 2035 Fact Sheet & CTP 2030 Graphic

10. Item 9b:  Update on the PPP for the CTP & FSTIP

11. Item 10:  Federal Authorization 2008 Final Draft

12. Item 11:  NHTS National Household Travel Survey 3-31-08
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