Active Transportation and Livable Communities (ATLC)

Advisory Group Meeting

Thursday, August 20, 2009 – 1:00 PM – 3:30 PM

California Department of Transportation, Headquarters

Director’s Board Room 2116 - 1120 N Street, Sacramento, CA

DRAFT Meeting Summary
1.  Welcome and Introductions

Chris Ratekin, Caltrans Transportation Planning and recently appointed Management Liaison to Deputy Director, Planning and Modal Programs, opened the meeting and requested introductions from the members present and on the phone.
	ATTENDANCE

	External Agencies Present

Wendy Alfsen, California Walks

Bob Planthold, California Pedestrian Advisory Committee

Laura Cohen, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy – Western Region

Jacquolyn Duerr, Department of Public Health

Paul Zykofsky, Local Government Commission

Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District

Sabrina Means, California Transit Association

Lianne Dillon, Institute for Local Government League of California Cities

Anna Marie Young, Governor’s Office of Planning & Research

Jacob Orenberg, California Energy Commission

Melinda Coy, Department of Housing and Community Development (via teleconference)

	Caltrans
Keith Robinson, Acting Division Chief, Design

Peter Bond, Environmental

David Lively, Chief, Traffic Operations

Sharon Scherzinger, Division Chief, Mass Transportation

Jila Priebe, Mass Transportation

Cathy Gomes, State Planning

Laurie Waters, State Planning

Terri Bridges, Transportation Planning

Ken McGuire, Local Assistance

Chris Ratekin, Transportation Planning and Management Liaison to Deputy Director, Planning and Modal Programs
Armao Colette, Aeronautics

Jorge Rivas, Transportation Planning

Jacob Orenberg, California Energy Commission
Kevin Herritt, Design – Office of Geometric Design Standards

Cheryl Willis, District 1 (via teleconference)

Kelly Zolotoff, District 2 (via teleconference)

Sue Takhar, District 3 (via teleconference)

Jawanda Rupinder, District 3 (via teleconference)

Cindy Saya, District 3 (via teleconference)

Jennifer Duran, District 3 (via teleconference)

Diane Morales, District 8 (via teleconference)

Dan Kopulsky, District 8 (via teleconference)

John Chiu, District 8 (via teleconference)

David Bloom, District 9 (via teleconference)


2.  Opening Comments

Sharon Scherzinger, Division Chief, Mass Transportation, presented the opening comments in place of Joan Sollenberger, Chief, Division of Transportation Planning, who was out ill, and Martin Tuttle who was recently named the new Deputy Director for Planning and Modal Programs.  Marty worked at SACOG and was responsible for initiating their blueprint planning program.  He is looking at different travel models and plans to do a statewide blueprint program.
Sharon’s division is in the process of preparing PIDS (Project Initiation Documents).  A PID is required to be developed and approved before any project can be programmed and constructed on the State Highway System and is seen as the bridge between Planning and Project Delivery.  There has been a lot of scrutiny with the PID issue, which has resulted in many staff and budget cuts.  Sharon said the big question we are faced with is how Caltrans is going to address bike and pedestrian issues in those areas.  Sharon added that although the State’s furlough program has definitely impacted the staff’s responsiveness, Complete Streets remains on Caltrans' priority list.
The SB375 Committee is working to develop the methodology of the greenhouse gas program to be included in the Regional Transportation Plan’s updated guidelines.  They are looking at transportation and land use models and expect to have the final report setting the targets for SB 375 implementation complete by September 30, 2009.  They are working on the framework to present to the Air Resources Board.  Sharon asked the group to let her know if they want this information.

3. Follow-up – American Reinvestment and Recovery Act - TIGER (Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery) Discretionary Grant program

Sharon Scherzinger, Division Chief, Mass Transportation, presented the Recovery Act update for Kome Ajise.  Kome had a meeting conflict and was unable to attend.  Kome is working on the Department’s public private partnerships and has recently been named chair of the TIGER (Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery) discretionary process.

Sharon reported that the Recovery Act funding needs to be fully obligated by September 2009.  She praised the Local Assistance and transit staff for doing such a great job in having nearly 100% of the funds already obligated.  Sharon added that if any States leave money on the table, we can pursue those funds also.  Sharon has been attending several TIGER program meetings the last couple of days.  California will get $300 million of the $1.5 Billion discretionary pot of money that is available.   All types of projects are eligible.  Sharon said the projects they have selected are in line with livability and sustainability standards, address job creation and green house gas reductions, give goods and freight movement priority, and balance rural and urban projects.  Sharon was pleased that they were able to get the transit projects on board.  The list is going under further scrutiny and will ultimately be sent to the Governor for final approval.
Action Item:

· Chris Morfas, , Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District, said since Washington has been showing their support for bike and pedestrian projects, he asked Sharon and all other Department management teams to begin looking at projects and have them ready to go should more stimulus funds become available.

4. SB 1358 – California Complete Streets Act of 2008 – Governor’s Office of Planning and Research
Anna Marie Young, Governor’s Office of Planning & Research (OPR), reported that the cities and counties are required to update their general plans by January 2011 to include guidelines to implement the Complete Streets Act, which was signed by the Governor on September 30, 2008.  Anne provided an updated draft Complete Street Draft SB 1358 Guidelines handout.  The deadline for comments is September 15, 2009, since they need to have the guidelines ready for the public by September 30, 2009.  These guidelines will also be included in the Climate Change Supplement.  Anna thanked the members who have already provided feedback on the draft.  She noted that further work is needed to develop a fee program to implement the Complete Street’s program.
Anna reported that, due to budget cuts, OPR will close its doors on January 1, 2010.  The Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) will possibly be taking on OPR’s responsibilities for Complete Streets, and the State Clearing House responsibilities will be either turned over to the Business Transportation and Housing Agency or the California Air Resources Board.  Anna said there was supposed to be a bill written to explain all of this, but as yet this has not happened.  Anna is working with the Local Government Commissions on issues surrounding SB 375 and Complete Streets.
Anne noted that OPR’s LOS (Level of Service) handout will be coming out very soon.  She will send this it to us to be distributed to the members.
Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District, thanked Anna for presenting the draft guidelines and asked that more be done with operations (i.e. intersection design, size, choice, roundabouts, etc), reducing vehicle speeds, and improved bike signalization (lights are only vehicle actuated and not bike actuated).
Action Item:

· Anne passed around her business card and encouraged feedback from the group on the draft SB 1358 guidelines.  Chris Ratekin offered to provide Anne with the ATLC member information.
5. DD-64-R1 Complete Streets Implementation Plan
Chris Ratekin, Transportation Planning, announced that she will be replacing Marsha Mason; a Caltrans retired annuitant, as the Complete Streets Program Manager.  Due to recent budget cuts, Marsha’s last day of work was July 31, 2009.  Chris commended Marsha for the tremendous job she did on getting this program started in such a short amount of time, adding that Marsha has left very difficult shoes to fill.  Chris reported that the Technical Advisory Committee will be focusing their efforts on items that need to happen first.  There is a focus on updating the Highway Design Manual to meet the Complete Streets Deputy Directive 64-R1.  A steering committee has recently been formed to tackle the SHOPP process.  Chris said the goal is have an implementation plan ready by October 1, 2009.  She will share the Complete Streets implementation plan with the ATLC members as soon as it is available.  The July 23, 2009, draft copy of the “Caltrans’ Vision for: Completing the Streets, Implementation of Deputy Directive 64-R1: Complete Streets – Integrating the Transportation” was provided as a handout at the meeting.  Chris said that Marty Tuttle, Deputy Director for Planning and Modal Programs, wanted the group aware of the Complete Streets marketing effort.
Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District, said he was impressed with the work done by the steering committee.  Keith Robinson, Acting Division Chief, Design, emphasized that the Department needs to stand behind their promises, adding that this is a very sensitive issue and that the words chosen are very important.  Chris Ratekin asked the members to send their comments to Martin Tuttle at the following e-mail address:  Martin_Tuttle@dot.ca.gov.
6.  Updates: 

6a)  Highway Design Manual Revision Team
Kevin Herritt, Design, Caltrans Office of Geometric Design Standards, reported that the Highway Design Manual Revision Team (Team) has completely reviewed the Highway Design Manual.  The completed version was sent to Terry Abbott on June 30, 2009.  Beth Thomas, District 4, Office of Community Planning, has been named the lead Team member.  Kevin said the Team still has a lot of work to do since the passage of DD-64.  They still need to decide whether or not they are going to entirely redo the Highway Design Manual.
Ken McGuire, Local Assistance, reported that he has a meeting with the Bike Challenge Group to discuss their input into the Strategic Highway Safety Plan.

Action Item:

· Chris Ratekin asked Kevin to send her the Team’s recommendations, and she will distribute them to the group.
6b)  Smart Mobility Framework
· Chris Ratekin distributed a handout of the Smart Mobility Framework (SMF) Survey Results from the June 16, 2009 Workshop.  Chris said the workshop was a success.  Approximately 170 people attended the workshop.  The revised handbook and checklist is due to be complete in about one month, and the final document will be distributed in October.  Chris stated that this document is just a start.  It will not include numbers for the modified LOS and greenhouse gas.  Jacquolyn Duerr, Department of Public Health, expressed her concerns that these items will not happen unless they are incorporated into models.  Chris noted that a parallel activity is the CTP 2035 update, which is being lead by Laurie Waters, State Planning.  Chris will send a notification to the members when the next draft is posted.

SMF information is posted at: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/ocp/smf.html
6c)  Transportation Planning Grants
Cathy Gomes, State Planning, reported that $9 million is available for Transportation Planning Grants for Fiscal Year 2009-10.  They have received 221 applications totaling $34 million, which is a 34% increase from last year.  Individual evaluations were done on the grant program and several improvements have already been implemented.  Cathy said they are currently waiting for the award letters to be signed.
7. Statewide Strategic Transit Plan
Sharon Scherzinger was appointed as the Chief of the Division of Mass Transportation January 2009.  Sharon said they have made many changes and really turned things around since her appointment.  A steering committee has been formed to work on the Southwest Transit Plan.  Sharon said they are looking at issues surrounding the complete trip and not just looking at transit as a stand-alone item.  Jila Priebe, Mass Transportation, is working with Robert Sivero and several graduate students at UC Berkeley to collect this data.  Sharon reported that the first budget cut was to the transit operating funds.  She said it has been very frustrating to have capitol dollars but no operating funds.  They are looking into how greenhouse gas reductions would help them meet their goals and have funded U.C. Irvine to assist them with project modeling.  Sharon said they are also working on a draft handbook for park and ride lots and asked if any of the members were interested in looking at the draft handbook, they should leave their business card.

They plan to involve all stakeholders.  The timeframe for the Strategic Plan is June 30, 2011.
Wendy Alfsen, California Walks, said she was glad to hear that Sharon is looking at the complete Trip and not separate mass transportation with bike-ped.  Collette Ramero, Caltrans Aeronautics, asked Sharon if she would come to their staff meeting to discuss this further.
8. ATLC External Member Reports (items others would benefit from) – External Members

Chris Ratekin opened the floor for comments.  Wendy Alfsen, California Walks, Paul Zykofsky, Local Government Commission, and Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District, provided brief updates on their program.  Bob Planthold announced the “Save the Date” for an all day Pedestrian Safety Summit, December 1, 2009 in Oakland at the Lake Merritt offices of the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC).  A few days after the meeting, MTC staff raised questions about their role, so the Pedestrian Summit has now been rescheduled to Friday, January 29, 2010.
9.  Open Discussion – All

Chris Ratekin provided information on the “Web-based Training for Older Driver/Pedestrian Design and Planning” scheduled for September 29 to October 1, which was provided as a handout.

Ken McGuire, Local Assistance, attended the California Office of Traffic Safety Summit held last April in San Francisco and was largely attended by law enforcement personnel.  . They conducted two workshops and had five bike-ped models.
10.  Next Steps and Closing Remarks

Chris Ratekin said if anyone has an item they want to present at an ATLC meeting, to please forward their request to her or Tom Neumann, Transportation Planning, for placement on the agenda.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:55 pm.

_____________________

2009 ATLC Meeting Schedule – 1:00 to 3:30 pm; 1120 N Street, Room 2116, Sacramento

Thursday, November 19

2010 Meeting Schedule – February 18, May 20, August 19, November 18

Caltrans Contacts

Tom Neumann – 916-651-6882

Chris Ratekin – 916-653-4615

Terri Bridges – 916-654-3419
Handouts:

Item 4: Complete Street Draft SB 1358 Guidelines
Item 5:  Complete Streets Draft Flyer – 7-23-09
Item 6b:  SMF Survey Results – June 16, 2009 Workshop
Item 9:  Older Driver Pedestrian Training
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