Active Transportation and Livable Communities (ATLC)

Advisory Group Meeting

Thursday, February 18, 2010 – 1:00 PM – 3:30 PM

California Department of Transportation, Headquarters

Director’s Board Room 2116 - 1120 N Street, Sacramento, CA

Meeting Summary Notes

1. Welcome and Introductions
Tom Neumann, Caltrans Transportation Planning, opened the February 18, 2010 meeting and requested introductions from the members present and on the telephone.

	ATTENDANCE

	External Agencies

Wendy Alfsen, California Walks
Laura Cohen, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy – Western Region

Judy Corbett, Local Government Commission

Lianne Dillon, Institute for Local Government League of California Cities 
Jacquolyn Duerr, Department of Public Health

Anne Geraghty, WALK Sacramento

Ryan Green-Roesel, Cambridge Systematics

Nicole Hara, Center for Civic Partnership

Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District

Bob Planthold, California Pedestrian Advisory Committee


	Caltrans
Martin Tuttle, Deputy Director for Planning and Modal Programs

Tom Neumann, Transportation Planning-Community Planning
Sharon Scherzinger, Interim Division Chief, Transportation Planning

Jane Perez, Interim Division Chief, Mass Transportation

Nathan Smith, Transportation Planning-State Planning

Anne Mahaney, Local Assistance
Cathy Gomes, Transportation Planning-State Planning

Garth Hopkins, Transportation Planning-Regional and Interagency Planning

Chris Ratekin, Transportation Planning-Management Liaison

Mary Lea Filbert, Transportation Planning-Community Planning
Carolyn Dudley, Design, Landscape Architecture

Coco Briseno, Transportation Systems Information

Sarah Chesebro, Transportation Systems Information

Ken DeCrescenzo, Federal Relations Representative

Richard Haggstrom, Traffic Operations

Jeff Wiley, Traffic Operations-ADA Infrastructure

Walter Menda, Traffic Operations-ADA Infrastructure

Ken McGuire, Local Assistance

Patti-Jo Dickinson, Maintenance Program Liaison

Scott Sauer, Mass Transportation

Michelle Millette, District 2 (via Telephone)

Steve Yokoi, District 4 (via Telephone)

David Sosa, District 7 (via Telephone)
Bill Mosby, District 8 (via Telephone)



2. Opening Comments
Martin (Marty) Tuttle, Deputy Director for Planning and Modal Programs, welcomed attendees and commented on the comprehensive nature of all the agenda items and how they all fit together.  This integration of efforts is central to his focus in managing the planning and modal programs in Caltrans and developing the California Interregional Blueprint.  
3. ADA Lawsuit Settlement

Jeff Wiley and Walter Menda, Traffic Operations-ADA Infrastructure, provided a brief update on the class action settlement agreement against Caltrans for discrimination against individuals with mobility and/or vision disabilities by denying access to sidewalks, cross-walks, pedestrian overcrossings, pedestrian undercrossings, other pedestrian walkways, and Park and Ride facilities owned or maintained by Caltrans.  A fairness hearing will be held on April 27, 2010, to evaluate the proposed settlement as to fairness of all parties.  It is anticipated that a $1.1 billion fund will be established to improve access over 30 years as follows:  $25 million per year for the first five years; $35 million per year for the next ten years; $40 million per year for the following ten years; and $45 million per year for the last five years.  More information can be found at the following link:  http://www.caltransadapublicrightofwaysettlement.com/
Jeff Wiley briefly discussed the infrastructure survey; prioritization process, with safety as top priority; and database development.  A discussion ensued and the following suggestions were made:

· Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District, encouraged Caltrans to seek efficiencies to pursue Complete Streets.
· Ann Mahaney, requested when developing the database that bicycle and pedestrian information be available for use in other areas of the state, and also that essential fields relate to TSI.
· Scott Sauer, Mass Transportation, suggested that transit stops be included in the database.

4. DD-64-R1 Complete Streets Implementation

Chris Ratekin, Management Liaison, provided a brief update and handout (attached) on the Complete Streets Implementation Action Plan.  The steering committee approved the Action Plan.  Next, it will go to the executive committee for possible endorsement and implementation.  She reviewed the highest focus areas which are design manual updates; training and outreach; and data gathering and monitoring.  More information on the Complete Streets Implementation Action Plan can be found at http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/ocp/complete_streets.html
· Bob Planthold, California Pedestrian Advisory Committee, suggested that for timeline Section 5: Raise Awareness that childrens’ groups—brownies, girl scouts, PTA, etc.; disability groups; and senior groups also be contacted to provide better feedback.
· Anne Geraghty, WALK Sacramento, suggested that the ATLC commend the steering committee on the Complete Streets Implementation Action Plan, and urge the executive committee to adopt the plan.

Status reports on manual updates for Complete Streets were also provided by the following Caltrans staff:

· Carolyn Dudley, Design, provided a handout (attached) on the top five priority tasks for the Highway Design Manual Revision.  The five tasks have been assigned to five teams for revision.
· Carolyn Dudley, Design, said that Chapter 8 of the Project Development Procedures Manual (PDPM) was revised for Complete Streets and will go out to external agencies for review.
· Scott Sauer, Mass Transportation, provided a brief update and handout (attached) on the Transportation Planning Pre-PID Scoping Checklist Revision, PDPM.  The checklist can be viewed at the following link (starting on page 52):  http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/oppd/pdpm/apdx_pdf/apdx_l.pdf
5. California Interregional Blueprint Status
Nathan Smith, Transportation Planning-State Planning, gave an update on the California Interregional Blueprint (CIB) effort.  A handout (attached) was provided on the CIB and the California Transportation Plan (CTP) Mobility Access Connections.  The CIB/CTP will look at the total transportation system and provide a tool or model for assessing future needs.  Regional agencies have been asked to help in the effort.  The plan is a multi-modal approach which will integrate the interregional and regional transportation system with land use and include changes required by SB 375 and SB 391, and meet AB 32 goals.  CIB/CTP workshops are scheduled for February, March, and April 2010 in various locations throughout the state and a handout (attached) with dates and locations was provided.  More information on the CIB/CTP can be found at http://www.californiatransportationplan2035.org/.
6. Caltrans’ Model Improvement Plan
Coco Briseno, Chief, Division of Transportation System Information, provided a status report and fact sheet (attached) on the Model Improvement Plan framework, model deployment path, and what needs to be accomplished to support planning efforts on a statewide basis.  Robust sketch modeling tools include the Interregional Travel Demand Model, the Web Interface Tool, the Freight Model, and the Statewide Integrated Interregional Transportation and Land Use Economic Model.  The travel survey is a compliment to the National Household survey.  
7. National Household Travel Survey with the California Add-On – Status of Data Analysis

Sarah Chesebro, Transportation Systems Information (TSI), reported that the additional 18,000 add-on surveys under the National Household Travel Survey included additional questions for pedestrians and bicycles.  FHWA consultant data was made available to the California survey.  In addition, TSI is working in partnership with the MPOs and RTPAs to fund the surveys for short and long distance trips, which will provide cost savings and a consistent data set.  That effort, the California Household Travel Survey, will go out to 60,000 statewide.   
8. Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) Guideline Revision 

Garth Hopkins, Transportation Planning, reviewed the 2010 RTP Guidelines Update Process.  The revised RTP guidelines are close to completion and are scheduled on the California Transportation Commission (CTC) meeting agenda for February 24 in Sacramento for the northern region hearing.  Following the southern region hearing, final adoption will be made at the April 7-8, 2010 CTC meeting in Irvine.  The guidelines contain sections on complete streets, livable communities, and the California Coastal Trail.  The 2010 update also incorporates new planning requirements as a result of SB 375.  The most recent RTP guidelines can be found on the CTC’s website at http://www.catc.ga.gov/programs/rtp.htm.

9. Fiscal Year 2010/11 Transportation Planning Grant Program Status
Cathy Gomes, Transportation Planning, reported that the call for projects went out in early December 2009 for the FY 2010/11 Transportation Planning Grants Program.  It is a very competitive program.  Last year 219 applications were submitted for $33.5 million with 68 grants awarded for $9 million.  Applications are due in the district offices on March 1, 2010, for the Partnership Planning and the Transit Planning (FTA 5304) grants, and on April 1, 2010, for the Community-Based Transportation Planning and Environmental Justice grants.  Due dates were staggered this year because district offices are inundated during March and April with Overall Work Plans, Quarterly Reports, etc.  District reviews of the grant applications will occur in April and May, and headquarters committee review in May and June with a target for award in July.  The make-up of the headquarters review committee will include a well-rounded group from Caltrans, Federal Transit Administration, Office of Planning and Research, Department of Housing, Energy Commission, and Air Resources Board.  More information on the FY 2010/11 Transportation Planning Grant Program can be found at http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/grants.html
10. Open Discussion
Tom Neumann, Transportation Planning-Community Planning, introduced special guest Richard Haggstrom, Traffic Operations, who talked about the update to the Intersection Reconstruction Guidelines for pedestrians, bicycles and transit.  Consultant Ryan Greene-Roesel reported that final comments were received last week.  The current focus is on bicycles and pedestrians for the eight different types of intersections.  Two pilot trainings were held with good feedback.  The guidelines are now being finalized and will show visually the different options for bicycles and pedestrians at intersections.
Lianne Dillon, Institute for Local Government, mentioned that she is looking for peer review members for the Guide to Creating Healthy Neighborhoods documents.  If interested in being a part of this committee, please contact Lianne Dillon through http://www.ca-ilg.org/
11. Next Steps and Closing Remarks

Martin (Marty) Tuttle, Deputy Director for Planning and Modal Programs announced that the next ATLC meeting will be held on May 20, however, because it is the same day as the Statewide Bike to Work Day he suggested a 1:30 pm start time rather than the normal 1:00 pm start time.  There being no further comments, the meeting adjourned at 3:30 pm.

Action Item:
· Tom Neumann, Transportation Planning:  Prepare May 20 ATLC Agenda to show a 1:30 pm start time with a 3:30 pm end time and have change made to Room 2116 reservation calendar. 
2010 Meeting Schedule (Remaining meetings): 

· May 20 – 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm, Caltrans Headquarters - Room 2116
· August 19 – 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm, Caltrans Headquarters - Room 2116
· November 18 – 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm, Caltrans Headquarters - Room 2116

Caltrans Contacts

Tom Neumann – 916-651-6882   Mary Lea Filbert – 916-653-9966
Handouts and Attachments:

Item 4 – Complete Streets Implementation Action Plan

Item 4 – Top Five Priority Tasks for the Highway Design Manual Changes – Complete Streets
Item 4 – Transportation Planning Scoping Checklist Update

Item 5 – California Interregional Blueprint (CIB)  and the California Transportation Plan (CTP) Mobility Access Connections 
Item 5 – CIB/CTP Workshops Schedule
Item 6 – Statewide Model Framework
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