
   
     

     

                            
  

 
 

  

  
 

  
   

    

  
 

       

  

    

  

  

  
     

  
      

 
 
                                     

  
        

 
         

               
  

 

Highway 99 Soundwall Community 
Safety and Enhancement Project 
www.99soundwall.org 

Your New Property: What 
to Plant and What to Avoid 

RECoMMEndEd plants 

Caltrans suggests trees 

be planted a minimum 

recommended distance 

(MRD) of 15 to 20 feet 

from the soundwall. 

Trees 
1 Red Maple Acer 
Rubrum (20’ MRD) 

2 Marina Strawberry 
Tree Arbutus ‘Marina’ 
(15’ MRD) 

3 Eastern Redbud 
Cercis canadensis 

(15’ MRD) 

4 Maidenhair Tree 
Ginkgo biloba (male) 

(15’ MRD) 

5 Crepe Myrtle 
Lagerstroemia indica 

(15’ MRD) 

6 Chinese Pistache 
Pistacia chinensis 

(20’ MRD) 

7 Red Oak Quercus 
coccinea (15’ MRD) 

Shrubs 
8 Manzanita 
Arctostaphylos species 

9 Bush Anemone 
Carpenteria californica 

10 Wild Lilac 
Ceanothus species 

11 Western Redbud 
Cercis occidentalis 

12 Toyon Heteromeles 
arbutifolia 

13 Red-Tipped 
Photinia Photinia 
fraseri 

14 Coffeeberry 
Rhamnus californica 

15 Shiny Xylosma 
Xylosma compacta 

Perennials and Grasses 
16 Blue Oat Grass Helic-
totrichon sempervirens 
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The following is a list of plants and resources that 

Caltrans recommends you consider when planting on 

your property. 

The list of recommended plants includes plants that are: 

• Relatively low cost and easy to find at local nurseries 

• Easy to take care of 

• Require little water 

• Native or adapted to the greater region 

(see more images on other side) 



                           

  
              

  

 
      

  
              

  
               

  
   

  

  
   

     

   

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Highway 99 Soundwall Community Safety and Enhancement Project | Plants (continued) 

17 Lavender Lavandula 

18 Deer Grass 
Muhlenbergia rigens 

19 New Zealand Flax 
Phormium species 

20 California Blue 
Sage Salvia clevelandii 

21 Autumn Sage Salvia 
greggii 

Groundcovers          
22 Manzanita Arcto-
staphylos ‘John Dourley’ 

23 Wild Lilac Ceanothus 
‘Yankee Point’ 

24 Lilac Vine 
Hardenbergia violacea 

plants to avoid 

Plants included on the 

list of plants to avoid are 

invasive, harmful to other 

plant species, and/or 

harmful to the ecosystem. 

Tree of Heaven 
Ailanthus 

Bamboo 

Pampas Grass 
Cortaderia selloana 

Scotch Broom 
Cytisus scoparius 

French Broom 
Genista monspessulana 

Spanish Broom 
Spartium junceum 

Scarlet Wisteria 
Sesbania punicea 

Red Gum 
Eucalyptus camaldulensis 

Blue Gum 
Eucalyptus globulus 

Tamarisk species 

Chinese Tallow Tree 

Sapium sebiferum 

References and Resources 
River-Friendly Landscaping: 
www.RiverFriendly.org 

Sacramento Master Gardeners: 
http://groups.ucanr.org/sactomg/ 

Sacramento Stormwater Quality Partnership: 
www.msa.saccounty.net/sactostormwater 
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