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RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Submitted for transmittal to the California Transportation Commission (Commission) is the 
Route Vacation Resolution A888.  The California Department of Transportation (Department) 
recommends that the Commission approve the resolution to vacate right of way (prescriptive 
easement) in the county of San Diego along State Route (SR) 76 between Pankey Road and 
0.8 mile easterly thereof.  
 
ISSUE: 
 
It has been determined that the facility along SR 76 between Pankey Road and 0.8 mile easterly 
thereof, consisting of superseded highway right of way is not essential to the proper functioning 
of the State Highway System and may be disposed of by vacation.  Upon the recording of the 
approved vacation resolution in the county where the facility is located, the public's right of use 
of the facility will be abandoned.  This vacation complies with Sections 892, 8313 and 8330.5 of 
the Streets and Highways Code. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
In September 2009, a portion of SR 76 was realigned by a private developer as part of the 
Palomar Aggregates Quarry.  The quarry developer was required to improve this portion of the 
two lane conventional highway per developer agreement.  As a result of that realignment a 
segment of the old road was superseded and is no longer needed for State highway purposes.  
 
This vacation request was originally included as a part of the Commission’s March consent 
calendar, but was subsequently removed and rescheduled to the April meeting at the request of 
the California Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC).  The NAHC had requested 
additional information regarding the boundaries of the vacation and the results of archeological 
surveys that the Department had conducted for this segment.  The requested information was 
provided as described in the attached letter to Ms. Cynthia Gomez, Executive Secretary, Tribal 
Advisor to Governor, California Native American Heritage Commission. 
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As the easement was for transportation purposes, once the Department stops using it for those 
purposes (with no intent on using it in the future), and once action is taken consistent with 
nonuse, the easement extinguishes as a matter of law.  This is consistent with Streets and 
Highways Code 8330.5.2.  Once the transportation use ceases, the Commission action is a formal 
confirmation of the fact and is a ministerial action.  It should also be noted that this road vacation 
was also addressed in the 1997 Environmental Impact Report for the Palomar Aggregates 
Quarry.  
 
The County of San Diego was given a 90-day notice of intent to vacate, without protesting such 
action. 
 
 
Attachments: 

Letter to the California Native American Commission with enclosures  
(For Final Environmental Impact Reports, cover sheets only.) 
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Department of Transportation
4050 Taylor Street

San Diego, CA 92110 
Ph: (619) 688-6670 
Fax: (619) 688-3695

www.dot.ca.gov/dist11     

THE PROJECT 
The current proposal is to develop a four-lane conventional highway from 
South Mission Road to just east of Interstate 15 (I-15) as well as widen 
and improve the SR-76/I-15 interchange. This segment completes the 
major link between Interstate 5 and I-15 and is one of the high-priority 
transportation projects included in the region's TransNet Early Action 
Program.

PROGRESS
In January, Caltrans completed its Final Environmental Impact 
Report/Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) for the SR-76 
East Segment. This document supports the Existing Alignment, which runs 
mostly along the current roadway, as the Preferred Alternative for 
improving the corridor.  

Construction of the East Segment will occur in two phases: the I-15/SR-76 
Interchange improvements and the roadway from South Mission Road to 
Old Highway 395.  The interchange improvements are in final design and 
will begin construction in summer of this year.  The remaining roadway 
improvements design has begun and it’s anticipated to begin construction 
in summer of 2013. 

TRAFFIC
The current traffic volume on SR-76 between South Mission Road and I-15 
is approximately 20,000 average daily trips. Planned growth will increase 
the traffic volume to approximately 46,000 average daily trips by the year 
2030. Within the study limits, a transportation project will need to be 
implemented to safely and efficiently handle the traffic increase.  Rail 
transit is not planned for the corridor. 

Relieve existing and future 
traffic congestion; improve 
motorist safety; and protect 
and enhance natural resources.

Project Manager 
Ann Fox at 

(619) 688-6803
or by e-mail at 

Ann.Fox@dot.ca.gov

State Route 76 East
South Mission Road to Interstate 15
FACT SHEET

GOALS

FUNDING

CONTACT

The  project  is $201 million. 
Anticipated funding for the 
project includes Federal, 
TransNet,  developer, county of 
San Diego Transportation 
Impact Fee, and Tribal 
contributions. 

February 2012

FOLLOW US ON
@SDCaltrans

https://twitter.com/#!/SDCaltrans


State Route 76
C  A  L  I  F  O  R  N  I  A    D  E  P  A  R  T  M  E  N  T   O  F   T  R  A  N  S  P  O  R  T  A  T  I  O  N 

A m e r i c a n  R e c o v e r y  a n d  R e i n v e s t m e n t  A c t

STATE ROUTE 76 PROJECT – MELROSE DRIVE TO SOUTH MISSION ROAD
FACT SHEET – FEBRUARY 2012
The Project 
State Route 76 will be expanded to include a four-lane 
conventional highway that can accommodate widening 
to six lanes, from Melrose Drive in Oceanside to South 
Mission Road in the unincorporated community of 
Bonsall. 

The Need
Population growth along the SR-76 corridor will likely 
double the traffic volume from approximately 30,000 
average daily trips to more than 60,000 average daily 
trips by the year 2030. The collision rate also meets or 
exceeds the statewide average compared to similar 
two-lane routes. The project would reduce the potential 
for collisions in the future.

Jobs
Construction of SR-76 from Melrose Drive to South 
Mission Road will generate jobs for the San Diego Region 
and California. 

Partnership
The project is developed through a partnership with the 

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the San 
Diego Association of Governments. 

Project Status 
The Environmental Document was approved in November 
2008 and construction began in January 2010. Caltrans is 
making use of the design sequencing process, which 
involves designing portions of the project as construction 
is underway on other portions, saving time and money.

Project Costs
The estimated project cost is $171.4 million. Funding 
sources include $75.6 million from the American Reinvest-
ment and Recovery Act and $16.8 million from Federal 
Demonstration.  State funds are contributing $13.5 million 
and the TransNet sales tax measure approved by San 
Diego County voters in 2004 is contributing $65.5 million. 

Project Schedule
Start Construction: January 2010  
Complete: December 2012
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