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PROBLEM STATEMENT: 
MAP-21 requires a report every 120 days on the status and progress of projects and activities funded under this title 
(Subtitle C – Acceleration of Project Delivery, Section 1306 – Accelerated Decision-making), with respect to 
compliance with NEPA, that require an annual financial plan under Section 106(i), along with a sample of not less 
than 5 percent of the projects requiring preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS) or environmental 
assessment (EA).  Specific project information to be reported is not identified in MAP-21 and no criteria regarding 
the selection of the additional 5% of projects requiring an EIS or EA is provided.  The first report is due no later 
than 120 days from the enactment of MAP-21, which is October 1, 2012. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
It is recommended that the Department forward to FHWA, as a way of meeting the MAP-21 120-day reporting 
requirement, a copy (or filtered copy) of the “Major Project Financial Plan Tracking” report for projects greater 
than $500 million (see sample on the last page) that is currently being provided to FHWA on a quarterly basis.  The 
additional projects (5% of projects requiring an EIS or EA is provided) to be included will be selected by the Chief 
Engineer, or his/her designee. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Department currently provides FHWA, on a quarterly basis, with a “Major Project Financial Plan Tracking” 
report for projects greater than $500 million.  FHWA was contacted in August 2012, who indicated that the format 
(with minor modifications as originally agreed to) for the existing report is acceptable for MAP-21 reporting 
purposes.  No additional information requirement for MAP-21 was identified.  It is possible, however, that the 
information contained in the “Major Project….” report is more extensive than what is needed to meet MAP-21 
reporting requirements.  Future discussions may lead to a “filtered” version of the report, eliminating extraneous 
information.   
 
Because there is already a report format and a reporting process in place, the only effect on the Department will be 
to gather project information for the additional 5% of projects requiring an EIS or EA.  This effort should be 
minimal.  It is anticipated that these additional projects will be those on which the Department is the implementing 
agency.  Therefore, there should be no impact on local agencies.  No California Statute is impacted or required.   
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ALTERNATIVES: 
Alternative 1:  Forward to FHWA, as a way of meeting the MAP-21 120-day reporting requirement, a copy (or 
filtered copy) of the “Major Project Financial Plan Tracking” report for projects greater than $500 million that is 
currently being provided to FHWA on a quarterly basis.  The additional projects (5% of projects requiring an EIS or 
EA is provided) to be included will be selected by the Chief Engineer, or his/her designee. 
 
Pros:  Minimizes Departmental effort and avoids duplication by utilizing existing processes and reports to meet 
MAP-21 120-day reporting requirements.  It also provides to FHWA with the data the Department believes meets 
MAP-21 120-day reporting requirements. 
 
Cons:  May not meet MAP-21 120-day reporting requirements, as FHWA has not yet established what data are 
required. 
 
Alternative 2:  Wait for FHWA to dictate to the Department what reporting information and report format is 
required to meet MAP-21 reporting requirements. 
 
Pros:  Eliminates “guesswork” as to what FHWA wants reported. 
 
Cons:  Potentially requires collecting new and different information, which may not currently exist, and a new 
information-gathering and reporting process to be created.  Additionally, creating and getting agreement to a new 
report format may take time and impact the ability for timely reporting. 
 
PROPOSED IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE: 
Not later than January 2013. 
 

Sample 
 

Major Project Financial Plan Tracking (Greater than $500 million) Report 
 

 


