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The Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) is approved by the Federal Highway
Administrator as the National Standard in accordance with Title 23 U.S. Code, Sections 109(d), 114(a), 217,
315, and 402(a), 23 CFR 655, and 49 CFR 1.48(b)(8), 1.48(b)(33), and 1.48(c)(2).

The California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (California MUTCD) is published by the State of California,
Department of Transportation and is issued to adopt uniform standards and specifications for all official traffic control
devices, in accordance with Section 21400 of the California Vehicle Code.

This manual is current as of the date of publication on the footer page. However, it may be necessary from time to
time to modify, change or adopt new standards and specifications for traffic control devices and/or issue errata or
editorial changes to the manual. To ensure that the traffic control device practitioner is accessing the most current
information regarding traffic control device topics for California, the practitioner is advised to always reference the
California MUTCD web site.

The California MUTCD, California Sign Specifications and other publications and related current information is
available on the Internet at the following web link:
http:/www.dot.ca.gov/hg/traffops/signtech/mutcdsupp/
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
OFFICE OF TRAFFIC OPERATIONS
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SACRAMENTO, CA 94273-0001

PHONE (916) 654-2352 V Flex your power!
FAX (916) 653-6080 Be energy efficient!
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January 13, 2012

Mr. John E. Fisher

Chairman

California Traffic Control Devices Committee
P.O. Box 942874, MS-36

Sacramento, CA 94274-0001

Dear Mr. Fisher:

The California Department of Transportation (Department) has adopted the California Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (CA MUTCD) 2012 edition to provide for uniform standards
and specifications for all official traffic control devices in California. This action was taken
pursuant to the provisions of California Vehicle Code Section 21400 and the recommendation of
the California Traffic Control Devices Committee (CTCDC). The Department requested and has
received a letter to confirm substantial conformance from the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) for CA MUTCD 2012 edition. The revised document is available on the Internet at:

www.dot.ca.gov/camutcd

The revised CA MUTCD includes FHWA’s 2009 MUTCD. The revision also includes all policies
on traffic control devices issued by the Department since January 21, 2010, and other corrections
and format changes that were necessary to update the previous documents. A draft version of the
revised CA MUTCD was made available to the Department’s district staff, local agencies and the
general public for review and comment during the open public comment period, which began on
August 9, 2010 and closed on October 10, 2011. The Department held five workshops with staff
representing local agencies from April 14, 2010 to July 22, 2011 to discuss the revision and changes
being incorporated. The CTCDC also reviewed the revised CA MUTCD at their October 20, 2011
meeting in Rancho Cordova and made a recommendation to the Department to adopt the new
manual.

The Division of Traffic Operations is grateful to the CTCDC members and acknowledges their staff
for providing invaluable time, support, guidance and direction in the development of this document.

“Caltrans improves mobility across California”



Mr. John Fisher
January 13, 2012
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If you have any questions, please contact Johnny Bhullar at (916) 654-7312 or by email at
<Johnny.bhullar@dot.ca.gov.>

Sincerely,
ROBERT COPP
Chief

Division of Traffic Operations

c:
Devinder Singh, Executive Secretary, CTCDC

“Caltrans improves mobility across California’
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US.Department Federal Highwazy Ad.m.irfistration ' .

of Transportation California Division 650 Capitol Mall, Suite 4-100
Federal Highway Sacramento CA 95814
Administration

January 12, 2012

IN REPLY REFER TO

HDA-CA

Mr. Malcolm Dougherty

California Department of Transportation
1120 N Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Dougherty:

I am writing in response to the December 27, 2011, letter from Robert Copp requesting a
determination that the California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and
Highways (CA MUTCD) be found to be in substantial conformance with the national Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways, 2009 Edition (2009 MUTCD).

In December 2009, The Federal Highway Administration published the 2009 MUTCD, which
became effective on January 15, 2010. As required by 23 CFR 655.603, the State of California
must revise the CA MUTCD to be in substantial conformance with the 2009 MUTCD. Our
office has reviewed the proposed revisions to the CA MUTCD, to be published on January 13,
2012, and we find it to be in substantial conformance with the 2009 MUTCD.

We commend the effort of Caltrans to address a number of issues that have lead to this
determination of substantial conformance. We look forward to continuing to work with Caltrans,
local agencies, and the California Traffic Control Devices Committee in the future to
continuously improve the quality of the CA MUTCD and implement traffic control devices that
will enhance the safety of the state’s roadways.

Should you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact Steve Pyburn, Senior Transportation
Engineer, at (916) 498-5057 or steve.pyburn@dot.gov.

Sincerely,

Py

For
Vincent P. Mammano
Division Administrator
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SACRAMENTO, CA 94273-0001
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December 27, 2011

Mr. Vincent Mammano
Division Administrator
Federal Highway Administration
650 Capitol Mall, Suite 4-100

~ Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Mammano:

The California Department of Transportation (Department) is requesting a letter to confirm
substantial conformance of the revised California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
(CA MUTCD) 2012 edition (2009 National MUTCD, as amended for use in California) from the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). This letter is required per title 23, Code of Federal
Regulations (23 CFR 655.603(b)(1)). The revised California MUTCD includes FHWA’s 2009
MUTCD. The revision also includes all policies on traffic control devices issued by the
Department since January 21, 2010, and other corrections and format changes that were necessary
to update the previous documents. The revised document is available on the Internet at:

www.dot.ca.gov/camutcd

A draft version of the revised CA MUTCD was made available to the Department’s district staff,
local agencies and the general public for review and comment during the open public comment
period, which began on August 9, 2010 and closed on October 10, 2011. The Department held five
workshops with staff representing local agencies from April 14, 2010 to July 22, 2011 to discuss the
revision and changes being incorporated. The California Traffic Control Devices Committee
(CTCDC) also reviewed the revised CA MUTCD at their October 20, 2011 meeting in Rancho
Cordova and made a recommendation to the Department to adopt the new manual.

We would like to acknowledge the efforts of Steve Pyburn of your office for working closely with
Johnny Bhullar of the Department’s Division of Traffic Operations in reviewing the draft revision of
the CA MUTCD. This review process was completed to ensure the changes made would be in
conformance with the FHWA’s 2009 MUTCD.

“Caltrans improves mobility across California”



Mr. Vincent Mammano
December 27, 2011
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If you have any questions, please contact Johnny Bhullar at (916) 654-7312 or by email at
<Johnny.bhuyllar@dot.ca.gov.>

Sincerely,

>

ROBERT COPP
Chief
Division of Traffic Operations

c:
Devinder Singh, Executive Secretary, CTCDC

“Caltrans improves mobility across California”
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CALIFORNIA MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES
INTRODUCTION

Support:

o0a This California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (California MUTCD) is published by the State of California,
Department of Transportation and is issued to adopt uniform standards and specifications for all official traffic control devices
in California, in accordance with Section 21400 of the California Vehicle Code (CVC).

oob This California MUTCD incorporates Federal Highway Administration’s Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (2009
Edition) dated December 16, 2009 and the previous California MUTCD dated January 21, 2010. It also incorporates all
policies on traffic control devices issued by the California Department of Transportation that have been issued since January
21,2010 and other editorial, errata and format changes that were necessary to update the previous documents.

Standard:

ooc The California MUTCD is hereby adopted as, and shall be the standard for all official traffic control devices,
under Section 11340.9(h) of California Government Code and Section 21400 of California Vehicle Code.
Support:

ood The California MUTCD supersedes and replaces the previously adopted (on January 21, 2010) California MUTCD as
well as Chapters 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 11, 12, and the traffic signals portion of chapter 9 of the 1996 Caltrans Traffic Manual, as
amended, and all previous editions thereof. It does not supersede the Department’s Standard Plans, Standard Specifications
or the Standard Special Provisions publications.

ooe Department of Transportation publishes Standard Specifications, Standard Special Provisions, Standard Plans and other
manuals, which contain specifications and requirements for traffic control devices, including their use and placement, when
performing work on State highways. In some cases those specifications and requirements can vary from, and be more
stringent than those shown in the California MUTCD.

Standard:

oof On State highways, the California MUTCD shall mean to include the Department of Transportation’s Standard
Plans, Standard Specifications and Standard Special Provisions publications.

og On State highways, the California MUTCD shall not supersede the Department’s Standard Plans, Standard
Specifications or the Special Provisions publications but all Standard statements of the California MUTCD shall be
met. On State highways, whenever there is a discrepancy between the specifications and requirements contained in
the California MUTCD, and those contained in the Department’s Standard Plans, Standard Specifications or the
Special Provisions publications, the Department’s Standard Plans, Standard Specifications or the Special Provisions
publications shall govern.

ooh Nothing contained in the California MUTCD shall prevent the Department of Transportation from modifying,
changing or adopting new specifications as necessary. Any revisions to the Department’s Standard Plans, Standard
Specifications or the Special Provisions shall conform to the Standard statements of the California MUTCD.

oi Whenever there is a discrepancy between the specifications and requirements incorporated from FHWA’s
MUTCD and the California MUTCD amendments, the California MUTCD amendments shall govern.

o1 Traffic control devices shall be defined as all signs, signals, markings, and other devices used to
regulate, warn, or guide traffic, placed on, over, or adjacent to a street, highway, pedestrian facility, or
bikeway, er-private road-open-to-publie travel (see-definition-in-Seetion1A-13)-by authority of a public
agency or official having jurisdiction, or, in the case of a private road, by authority of the private owner or
private official having jurisdiction.

02 The Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) is incorporated by reference in 23 Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 655, Subpart F and shall be recognized as the national standard for all
traffic control devices installed on any street, highway, or bikeway, er-private road-open-to-publie travel
{see-definition-in-Section1A-13)-in accordance with 23 U.S.C. 109(d) and 402(a). The MUTCD national
standard and Department of Transportation standards and specifications for traffic control devices shall not be
applicable to privately owned and maintained roads or commercial establishments, unless the particular city or
county enacts an ordinance or resolution to this effect. Refer to CVC Sections 21100, 21100.1, 21107, 21107.5,
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21107.6, and 21107.7. The policies and procedures of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to
obtain basic uniformity of traffic control devices shall be as described in 23 CFR 655, Subpart F.

03 In accordance with 23 CFR 655.603(a), for the purposes of applicability of the MUTCD:

A. Toll roads under the jurisdiction of public agencies or authorities or public-private partnerships shall
be considered to be public highways;

B. Private reads-open-to-public-travel shall- be-as-defined-in-Seetion1A-13; Privately owned and maintained
roads or commercial establishments, if the particular city or county enacts an ordinance or resolution to this
effect. Refer to CVC Sections 21100, 21100.1, 21107, 21107.5, 21107.6, and 21107.7.and

C. Ps dinocthe-drivine_ai ithin-these-parkins are

N o owned-<h not-bhe-eq 1dere o be*‘onen-ta-nubhl al”’ forn noses-of- M N
apphlicability. All publicly owned parking areas and only those privately owned parking areas where the
particular city or county has enacted a resolution to this effect, including the driving aisles within those parking
areas shall be subject to MUTCD applicability.

o4+ Any traffic control device design or application provision contained in this Manual shall be considered
to be in the public domain. Traffic control devices contained in this Manual shall not be protected by a
patent, trademark, or copyright, except for the Interstate Shield and any items owned by FHWA. The
California Department of Transportation logos consisting of the “CT” symbol and the “Caltrans” logotype are
registered service marks and when used on any traffic control device they shall be presented in a uniform and
consistent manner as outlined in the Department’s Deputy Directive DD-33-R1.

Support:

o5 Pictographs, as defined in Section 1A.13, are embedded in traffic control devices but the pictographs
themselves are not considered traffic control devices for the purposes of Paragraph 4.

0sa This Manual is not applicable to privately owned and maintained roads or commercial establishments in California,
unless the particular city or county enacts an ordinance or resolution to this effect. Refer to CVC Sections 21100, 21100.1,
21107, 21107.5, 21107.6, and 21107.7. However, the use of this Manual is encouraged on all privately owned and maintained
roads or commercial establishments, in general, as a good practice. See Section 1A.07 for more information.

06 The need for uniform standards was recognized long ago. The American Association of State Highway
Officials (AASHO), now known as the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials
(AASHTO), published a manual for rural highways in 1927, and the National Conference on Street and Highway
Safety (NCSHS) published a manual for urban streets in 1930. In the early years, the necessity for unification of
the standards applicable to the different classes of road and street systems was obvious. To meet this need, a joint
committee of AASHO and NCSHS developed and published the original edition of this Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) in 1935. That committee, now called the National Committee on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices (NCUTCD), though changed from time to time in name, organization, and personnel, has
been in continuous existence and has contributed to periodic revisions of this Manual. The FHW A has
administered the MUTCD since the 1971 edition. The FHWA and its predecessor organizations have participated
in the development and publishing of the previous editions. There were nine previous editions of the MUTCD,
and several of those editions were revised one or more times. Table I-1 traces the evolution of the MUTCD,
including the two manuals developed by AASHO and NCSHS.

o6a The Division of Highways in California Department of Public Works, now known as Department of Transportation
(Caltrans), published a Planning Manual of Instructions in 1952. Part 8, called Traffic was subsequently added to the
Planning Manual in 1955. In 1972, the first separate publication called the Traffic Manual was published. Efforts were
undertaken in 2000 by California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) along with California Traffic Control Devices
Committee (CTCDC) to reconcile the Traffic Manual with the National Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).
These efforts culminated in the adoption of the National MUTCD with a California Supplement in 2004. In 2006, the California
Supplement and the National MUTCD were combined into a single document, called the California MUTCD. Table I-1(CA)
traces the evolution of the California MUTCD.

Standard:

07 The U.S. Secretary of Transportation, under authority granted by the Highway Safety Act of 1966,
decreed that traffic control devices on all public streets and highways epen-te-publie-travel (and privately
owned and maintained roads or commercial establishments, if the particular city or county enacts an ordinance or
resolution to this effect), in accordance with 23 U.S.C. 109(d) and 402(a) in each State shall be in substantial
conformance with the Standards issued or endorsed by the FHWA.
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Support:

08 The “Uniform Vehicle Code (UVC)” is one of the publications referenced in the MUTCD. The UVC contains
a model set of motor vehicle codes and traffic laws for use throughout the United States.

Guidance:

09 The States should adopt Section 15-116 of the UVC, which states that, “No person shall install or maintain in
any area of private property used by the public any sign, signal, marking, or other device intended to regulate,
warn, or guide traffic unless it conforms with the State manual and specifications adopted under Section 15-
104.”

Support:

10 The Standard, Guidance, Option, and Support material described in this edition of the MUTCD provide the

transportation professional with the information needed to make appropriate decisions regarding the use of traffic

control devices on streets, highways, and bikeways.;-and-privateroads-open-to-public-travel - {(see-definition-in
SeetrordAL3)-

11 Throughout this Manual the headings Standard, Guidance, Option, and Support are used to classify the nature
of the text that follows. Figures and tables, including the notes contained therein, supplement the text and might
constitute a Standard, Guidance, Option, or Support. The user needs to refer to the appropriate text to classify the
nature of the figure, table, or note contained therein.

11a The figures shown in the California MUTCD are typical or example applications of the traffic control devices to illustrate
their use and manner. Criteria for position, location, and use of traffic control devices in the figures are furnished solely for the
purpose of guidance, understanding and information, and are not a legal standard. Engineering judgment must be used to
apply these guidelines to the typical or example applications, or adjust them to fit individual field site conditions. The California
MUTCD is not intended to be a substitute for engineering knowledge, experience or judgment.

Standard:

12 When used in this Manual, the text headings of Standard, Guidance, Option, and Support shall be as
defined in Paragraph 1 of Section 1A.13. For all purposes, regardless of the text heading, any sentence
containing the verb shall or MUTCD text edited to the verb shall, shall be considered a Standard. Similarly, any
sentence containing the verb should or MUTCD text edited to the verb should, shall be considered Guidance and any
sentence containing the verb may or MUTCD text edited to the verb may, shall be considered an Option.

Support:

13 Throughout this Manual all dimensions and distances are provided in English units. Appendix A2 contains
tables for converting each of the English unit numerical values that are used in this Manual to the equivalent
Metric (International System of Units) values.

Guidance:

14 If Metric units are to be used in laying out distances or determining sizes of devices, such units should be
specified on plan drawings and made known to those responsible for designing, installing, or maintaining traffic
control devices.

14a In 1993, the Department had adopted the International System of Units as the preferred system of weights and
measures to comply with federal law. The law was subsequently changed making the use of the Metric System optional. The
Department made the decision in 2004 to readopt the U.S. Customary (English) system of units and measures as the
preferred system. Guidance on the use of the Metric and U.S. Customary Systems of Measurement is available from
Department of Transportation’s Division of Design, Metric Program.

15 Except when a specific numeral is required or recommended by the text of a Section of this Manual, numerals
displayed on the images of devices in the figures that specify quantities such as times, distances, speed limits, and
weights should be regarded as examples only. When installing any of these devices, the numerals should be
appropriately altered to fit the specific situation.

Support:

16 The following information will be useful when reference is being made to a specific portion of text in this
Manual.

17 There are nine Parts in this Manual and each Part is comprised of one or more Chapters. Each Chapter is
comprised of one or more Sections. Parts are given a numerical identification, such as Part 2 — Signs. Chapters
are identified by the Part number and a letter, such as Chapter 2B — Regulatory Signs, Barricades, and Gates.
Sections are identified by the Chapter number and letter followed by a decimal point and a number, such as
Section 2B.03 — Size of Regulatory Signs.
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18 Each Section is comprised of one or more paragraphs. The paragraphs are indented and are identified by a
number. Paragraphs are counted from the beginning of each Section without regard to the intervening text
headings (Standard, Guidance, Option, or Support). Some paragraphs have lettered or numbered items. As an
example of how to cite this Manual, the phrase “Not less than 40 feet beyond the stop line” that appears in
Section 4D.14 of this Manual would be referenced in writing as “Section 4D.14, P1, A.1,” and would be verbally
referenced as “Item A.1 of Paragraph 1 of Section 4D.14.”

18a The California MUTCD uses a format similar to the MUTCD. It incorporates FHWA’s MUTCD in its entirety and explicitly
shows which portions thereof are applicable or not applicable in California. The unedited MUTCD text is shown in “Times New
Roman” font with black color. The California edited MUTCD text is also shown in “Times New Roman” font with black color
but with strikethrough of all text portions that are not applicable in California and a blue margin line for easier distinction
between the two types of MUTCD texts. The California text additions and enhancements are incorporated into the combined
document at appropriate locations and shown in an “Arial Narrow” font with blue color and a blue margin line on the right to
keep them distinct from the MUTCD content, when the pages are viewed on a computer monitor, or as hard copies in color or
as black photocopies. California added paragraphs are shown in “Arial Narrow” font with blue color.

180 All MUTCD figures and tables, or portions thereof, which are not applicable in California, are shown with appropriate size
blue X cross-outs. The MUTCD figures and tables that have been modified or added to, in the California MUTCD retain the
same MUTCD Figure or Table number but include “(CA)” to indicate that it is the California version of the MUTCD Figure or
Table. For example:

A. Figure 3B-18(CA) Do Not Block Intersection Markings

B. Table 2H-1(CA) California General Information Sign Sizes

18c For California topics where there is no corresponding section, figure or table in the MUTCD, the California MUTCD gives
a number that begins with the number 101 for that section, figure or table and increases in sequence, followed with a “(CA)” to
indicate that this is a California created section, figure or table number. For example:

A. Section 4D.105(CA) — Bicycle/Motorcycle Detection

B. Figure 6H-103(CA) — Detour for Bike Lane on Roads with Closure of One Travel Direction

C. Table 4D-102(CA) — Minimum Yellow Change Interval Timing

184 The California MUTCD contents within each chapter (Chapter 2B shown as example below) appear in a consistent order
for ease of reference. This sequence is as follows:

A. MUTCD Sections per sequential numbering. For example, Sections 2B.01 through 2B.68.

B. California Sections per sequential numbering. For example, Sections 2B.101(CA) through 2B.111(CA).

C. MUTCD Figures (including edited and deleted) per sequential numbering. For example, Figures 2B-1 through 2B-32.

D. California Figures based upon or modifying MUTCD Figures are placed immediately after the respective MUTCD
figure. For example, Figure 2B-12(CA) follows immediately after the deleted MUTCD Figure 2B-12 it replaces.
Another example is Figure 2B-10(CA) which immediately follows MUTCD (undeleted) Figure 2B-10 as the California
figure supplements the MUTCD Figure, it does not replace it.

E. California Figures that are stand alone and not based upon MUTCD Figures follow in sequence per their numbering.
For example, Figures 2B-101(CA) through 2B-106(CA) follow after the end of MUTCD numbered figures.

F. MUTCD and California Tables follow the Figures under similar rules described above for the figures.

Standard:

19 In accordance with 23 CFR 655.603(b)(3), States or other Federal agencies that have their own
MUTCDs or Supplements shall revise these MUTCDs or Supplements to be in substantial conformance
with changes to the National MUTCD within 2 years of the effective date of the Final Rule for the changes.
Substantial conformance of such State or other Federal agency MUTCDs or Supplements shall be as
defined in 23 CFR 655.603(b)(1).

20 After the effective date of a new edition of the MUTCD or a revision thereto, or after the adoption
thereof by the State, whichever occurs later, new or reconstructed devices installed shall be in compliance
with the new edition or revision.

21 In cases involving Federal-aid projects for new highway or bikeway construction or reconstruction, the
traffic control devices installed (temporary or permanent) shall be in conformance with the most recent
edition of the National MUTCD before that highway is opened or re-opened to the public for unrestricted
travel [23 CFR 655.603(d)(2) and (d)(3)].
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22 Unless a particular device is no longer serviceable, non-compliant devices on existing highways and
bikeways shall be brought into compliance with the current edition of the National MUTCD as part of the
systematic upgrading of substandard traffic control devices (and installation of new required traffic
control devices) required pursuant to the Highway Safety Program, 23 U.S.C. §402(a). The FHWA has the
authority to establish other target compliance dates for implementation of particular changes to the
MUTCD [23 CFR 655.603(d)(1)]. These target compliance dates established by the FHWA shall be as
shown in Table I-2.

23 Except as provided in Paragraph 24, when a non-compliant traffic control device is being replaced or
refurbished because it is damaged, missing, or no longer serviceable for any reason, it shall be replaced
with a compliant device.

Option:

24 A damaged, missing, or otherwise non-serviceable device that is non-compliant may be replaced in kind if
engineering judgment indicates that:

A. One compliant device in the midst of a series of adjacent non-compliant devices would be confusing to road

users; and/or

B. The schedule for replacement of the whole series of non-compliant devices will result in achieving timely

compliance with the MUTCD.
Standard:

25 Unless allowed per the Option below, in cases involving new highway or bikeway construction or
reconstruction, the traffic control devices installed (temporary or permanent) shall be in conformance with the
current edition of the California MUTCD before that highway is opened or re-opened to the public for unrestricted
travel pursuant to the California Vehicle Code 21401.

Option:

26 In cases involving new highway or bikeway construction or reconstruction, the traffic control devices installed (temporary
or permanent) may be in accordance with previous traffic control device standards of January 21, 2010 or September 26,
2006 California MUTCD or prior to that of MUTCD 2003 and MUTCD 2003 California Supplement or Caltrans Traffic Manual,
if in the judgment of the engineer, incorporating the California MUTCD standards would impose a significant delay or a
significant increase in costs for the project.

Support:

21 Reconstruction, as used in the previous Standard and Option topics, for the purpose of a traffic control device would
mean if a particular device is modified in any form or shape or is relocated. If a reconstruction project does not modify or
relocate a traffic control device, although encouraged, there would be no obligation to upgrade the traffic control device per
current edition of the California MUTCD standards.

Standard:

28 Unless allowed per the option below, non-compliant traffic control devices on existing highways and bikeways
shall be brought into compliance with the California MUTCD as part of the systematic upgrading of substandard
traffic control devices (and installation of new required traffic control devices) required pursuant to the California
Vehicle Code 21401.

Option:

29 All traffic control devices on existing highways and bikeways that have become non-compliant per California MUTCD
adopted standards may remain in service through the end of their useful service life, unless identified specifically with a target
compliance date per Table I-101(CA).

30 To limit financial impact on agencies and for fiscal responsibility reasons, existing inventory of non-compliant traffic
control devices, except those identified per Table I-101(CA), may continue to be used until these inventories are depleted.
Support:

31 The signs listed in Table I-101(CA) are non-compliant per this California MUTCD and have been singled out for specific
target compliance dates by the California Traffic Control Devices Committee and California Department of Transportation.

32 Failure to replace a sign listed in Table I-101(CA) by its target compliance date does not reduce the effectiveness of the
sign to impart information to the road user.

33 For ease of reference, Figure 1-101(CA) shows the sign sketches of the deleted signs that have target compliance dates.
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Standard:
1 The signs listed in Table I-101(CA), although used in the past, shall no longer be used in California. Further, any

Page 58

such signs on existing highways and bikeways shall be removed, and replaced if appropriate, by the target
compliance dates shown in Table I-101(CA).

Table I-1. Evolution of the MUTCD

Year Name Month / Year Revised
1927 hﬂdggélelx\ld :PI;IE rSSp:rt]:ci‘fig?;iﬁQ%Lc:rthrglI\fc?:;;‘?cture, Display, and Erection of U.S. Standard 4/29, 12/31
1930 Manual on Street Traffic Signs, Signals, and Markings (for urban streets) No revisions
1935 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways (MUTCD) 2/39
1942 I‘I\éﬂéiiggﬁl on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways — War Emergency No revisions
1948 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways 9/54
1961 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways No revisions
1971 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways nm, 4fre, ggg” .?gg;" 6/74, 6/75,
1978 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways 12/79, 12/83, 9/84, 3/86
1988 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways 1/90, 3/92, 9/93, 11/94, 12/96, 6/98, 1/00
2000 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways — Millennium Edition 7/02
2003 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways 11/04, 12/07
2009 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and Highways
Table I-1(CA) Evolution of the California MUTCD
Year Name
1955 Planning Manual ofllnstructions., .P.art 8- Traffic
Department of Public Works, Division of Highways
1972 Traffic Manual . o .
Department of Public Works, Division of Highways
1996 Traffic Manual (Metric Ver§ion) o . .
Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic Operations
FHWA's MUTCD 2003 & MUTCD 2003 California Supplement
2004 . L . .
Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic Operations
2006 California MUTCD ' . . '
Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic Operations
California MUTCD (including Revisions. 1 and 2 of FHWA’s MUTCD 2003)
2010 . L , .
Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic Operations
California MUTCD (including FHWA’s MUTCD 2009)
2012 . . , ,
Department of Transportation, Division of Traffic Operations
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Table I-2. Target Compliance Dates Established by the FHWA (Sheet 1 of 3)

2009 MUTCD

Section ZS%(E:IH#-E%E Specific Provision Compliance Date
Number(s)
Minimum Implementation and continued use of an assessment or
2A.08 Retroreflectivity management method that is designed to maintain traffic sign January 22, 2012 (c)
Levels retroreflectivity at or above the established minimum levels
Minimum Replacement of regulatory, warning, and post-mounted guide
2A.08 Retroreflectivity (except street name) signs that are identified using the assessment or January 22, 2015 (c)
Levels management method as failing to meet the established minimum levels
Minimum Replacement of street name signs and overhead guide signs
2A.08 Retroreflectivity that are identified using the assessment or management January 22, 2018 (c)
Levels method as failing to meet the established minimum levels.
2A.19
2B-63
2B.09
e
2B.11
2B.13
2B-26
ONE WAY Signs New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD for the
2B.40 (R6-1, R6-2) number and locations of ONE WAY signs December 31, 2019
Photo Enforced
2B.55 s M%_mg_gsadaques New signs (2003 MUTCD Section 2B.46) () December 22, 2013 {b}
19R R10-10aP)
_ _ | . MUTCD for t Seri .
2604 Sizo-of Warning S the-WH2-2alow-clearance signs the W7 Series-runaway truek Beecember22,2013 (b}

2C.06 thru 2C.14

Horizontal Alignment
Warning Signs

Revised requirements in the 2009 MUTCD regarding
the use of various horizontal alignment signs

December 31, 2019

2643

. MUTCD Sestion 26,
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Table I-2. Target Compliance Dates Established by the FHWA (Sheet 2 of 3)
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2009 MUTCD
Section %%%gtly#-}ﬁg Specific Provision Compliance Date
Number(s)
_ Eliminati F clines f - ; ‘
2650 Wafmng—&gnsle' etk e e e Ll e ATl T e el B
i ; MUTCD Seet ~
PHOTOENFORCEDR . x
2061 p AW16-10P New plague {2003 MUTCD Section 2C.53) ("} December 22. 2013 (b}
2663
2D.43
Zhls
2D.44 p Sj Da-2) Requirements of new Section 2D.39 in the 2003 MUTCD December 22. 2018 (b}
Convseﬁrimglogoads New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD for multi-lane approaches to
2D.45 o) Al interchanges to have guide signs to identify which direction of turn is to December 31, 2019
o Intzfchanges be made for access to each direction of the freeway or expressway
2E.31, 2E.33, and Plagues for New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD to use E1-5aP
2E.36 Left-Hand Exits and E1-5bP plaques for left-hand exits December 31, 2014
N R Si : Roaui : I : ; : :
2G.07 FPreferential Lanes {2003 MUTCD Sections 2B.26 through 2B.28) {*) December 22, 2013b)
26 11-through
2G.15
2107
Sl
2J.05 Size of Lettering ”S Theie 2000 MUTCD. Section 2F.05 it January 17, 2011 (a)
Evaeuation Bewle
and EM-1a)
3B.04. 3B.05 White Longitudinal New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD for dotted lane lines for dropped Deﬁ?{gﬁﬁhglﬁms
R Pavement Markings lanes and for acceleration, deceleration, and auxiliary lanes whichever occurg!ﬁrst
3B.18 Crosswalk Markings
Eas ey e
December 31, 2014, or
when timing adjustments
4D.26 Yelgc;v&r glgzr:gﬁcaend New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD that durations of yellow change and are made to the
. lnicnels red clearance intervals shall be determined using engineering practices individual intersection
and/or corridor,
whichever occurs first
4D.31 December 22, 2013 {b)
December 31, 2014, or
f : : hen timing adjustments
f New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD that the pedestrian change L
4E.06 Zicéegti”ﬁgllgfans"glss interval shall not extend into the red clearance interval and indﬁ%g??rﬁ;?steh;ion
9 shall be followed by a buffer interval of at least 3 seconds and/or corridor,
whichever occurs first
4E.07 P Seunidown g Padestrian countdaown hardware requirements December 22, 2013 {b)
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Table I-2. Target Compliance Dates Established by the FHWA (Sheet 3 of 3)

2009 MUTCD
Section
Number(s)

2009 MUTCD
Section Title

Specific Provision

Compliance Date

5G.05

NARROW-BRIBGE
SlghPAE-2}

Elirmination-of i

December 22, 2013 (b}

6D.03

Worker Safety
Considerations

New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD that all workers within
the right-of-way shall wear high-visibility apparel

December 31, 2011

6E.02

High-Visibility
Safety Apparel

New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD that all flaggers within
the right-of-way shall wear high-visibility apparel

December 31, 2011

B e T

January 17. 2011 {a)

7D.04

Uniform of Adult
Crossing Guards

New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD for high-visibility
apparel for adult crossing guards

8B.04

Crossbuck
Assemblies with
YIELD or STOP
Signs at Passive
Grade Crossings

New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD for the use of STOP or
YIELD signs with Crossbuck signs at passive grade crossings

December 31, 2019

8C.12

Grade Crossings
Within or In Close
Proximity to Circular
Intersections

New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD for study
of grade crossings near roundabouts

December 31, 2014

Combined Bisyele!
~ b
(WA1-1-and WA1-15}

Notes: Unless otherwise noted, dates are as established in the Final Rule for the 2009 MUTCD.
(a) Date established in the Final Rule for the 2000 MUTCD

(
(
(

Introduction

b) Date established in the Final Rule for the 20038 MUTCD
c) Date established in the Final Rule for Revision 2 of the 2003 MUTCD
*) Provisions may have been revised in the 2009 MUTCD

January 13, 2012
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Figure I-101 (CA). Deleted California Signs with Target Compliance Dates

SW27 (CA) SW27-1 (CA)
January 1, 2015  January 1, 2015

Table I-101(CA) Deleted California Signs with Target Compliance Dates

Sign Code Title/Description Comment Target Compliance Date
Skewed RR Crossing symbol with . A9\ ai

SWRACAY Motorcycle symbol Use Skewed Crossing symbol (W10-12) sign January 1, 2015
Skewed RR Crossing symbol with

SW27-1CA) Motorcycle & Use Skewed Crossing symbol (W10-12) sign January 1, 2015

Bike symbol
STEEL DECK with Motorcycle Use modified STEEL BRIDGE DECK

SW28(CA) symbol (SW28 (CA)) word message sign January 1, 2015

Introduction January 13, 2012




