12-XX
Proposal to Amend Section 3B.18 to Enhance Uncontrolled Intersection or Mid-Block Crossings

Recommendations:
Caltrans request the Committee to make recommendations to adopt the amendement to CA MUTCDD Section 3B.18 as proposed under the proposal.
Agency Making Request:
Caltrans
Sponsor:
Caltrans
Background:
As a result of Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) Action 8.10, the California Department of Transportation developed a Crosswalk Enhancements Policy (TOPD 12-03) to address how to enhance “existing” marked crosswalks across uncontrolled roadways on the State Highway System with four or more lanes that have an ADT of 12,000 vehicles per day or greater, where the speed limit exceeds 40 mph.  Research shows that marking crosswalks without making additional improvements is associated with higher pedestrian crash rates for the roadway configurations and operating characteristics listed above. However, failing to provide crossing opportunities or over-improving an area are both undesirable solutions. The Crosswalk Enhancements Policy (TOPD 12-03) applies to the State Highway System.  These are low-cost improvements (part of an incremental approach) that have the potential to reduce the number and severity of pedestrian collisions.  Each of the selected enhancements are optional in the CA MUTCD.  This policy raises a "may" condition to a "should" condition for the selected enhancements on roadways that meet the identified roadway configurations and operating characteristics. 

Proposal:
The following are two alternatives for the consideration of CTCDC (language to add to Section 3B.18 of the CA MUTCD):

Alternative 1:  If the CTCDC recommends that this policy should not apply to local roads

Guidance:

On State Highways, if a marked crosswalk exists across an uncontrolled intersection or mid-block location where the speed limit exceeds 40 mph and the roadway has four or more lanes of travel and an ADT of 12,000 vehicles per day or greater, advanced yield lines with associated Yield Here to Pedestrian (R1-5, R1-5a) signs should be placed 20 to 50 ft in advance of the crosswalk, pedestrian crossing (W11-2) warning signs with diagonal downward pointing arrow (W16-7p) plaques should be installed at the crosswalk, and a high visibility crosswalk marking pattern should be used.

Alternative 2:  If the CTCDC recommends that the policy should apply on all roadways in California 
Guidance:

If a marked crosswalk exists across an uncontrolled intersection or mid-block location where the speed limit exceeds 40 mph and the roadway has four or more lanes of travel and an ADT of 12,000 vehicles per day or greater, advanced yield lines with associated Yield Here to Pedestrian (R1-5, R1-5a) signs should be placed 20 to 50 ft in advance of the crosswalk, pedestrian crossing (W11-2) warning signs with diagonal downward pointing arrow (W16-7p) plaques should be installed at the crosswalk, and a high visibility crosswalk marking pattern should be used.
